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BY     S  ÇA    AND     LAND. 


PART      II. 


CHAP.     Î. 


A   Voyage  from   Batavia   to    Bombay  and 
Surat  -,  and  my  Abode  in  thofe  two  Cities. 

WE  failed  for  Bombay  and  Surat  on 
the  2d  of  Auguft  1769,  and  left 
Milles  ifles  on  the  ftarboard,  and  Honduras 
with  its  adjacent  iflands  on  our  larboard; 
and  at  the  approach  of  night  found  we  had 
cleared  their  feveral  rocks.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  night  we  doubled  Bantam,  and  entered 
the  (freights  of  the  Sound,  and  upon  the  re- 
turn of  day  had  left  Towards-Peper  confi- 
Vol.  IL  B  derably 
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derably  behind  us.  Having  flood  fouthward, 
in  order  to  pafs  between  Prince's  Ifland 
and  the  coafl  of  Java,  where  we  took  in 
frefh  water,  we  fhaped  our  courfe  W. 
and  S.  W.  till  we  reached  the  latitude  of 
twelve  degrees;  and  then  flood  W.  -,  and 
the  wind,  which  had  continued  invariably  in 
the  S.  and  S.  S.  W.  as  we  approached  the 
meridian  of  the  Maldive  iflands  fhifted  into 
the  E.  and  E.  S.  E. 

Having  pafled  between  the  iflands  of 
Amarante,  which  we  could  not  diflinguifh, 
we  immediately  flood  W.  N.  W.  then 
N.  W.  j  and  having  reached  the  latitude  of 
fix  degrees  under  the  meridian  of  the  ifland 
Bourbon,  we  flood  towards  the  north.  The 
wind  had  blown  conflantly  from  the  E.  and 
E.  S.  E.;  but  here  it  began  to  die  away, 
and  continued  extremely  light  to  the  fe- 
venth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  where  we 
had  for  feveral  days  calms  and  florms  alter- 
nately; after  which  the  wind  changed  to 
the  wefl. 

Having  been  in  exactly  fimilar  climates 
previous  to  my  arrival  in  the  Philippine 
ifles,  I  was  now,  for  the  fécond  time,  in  thofe 

regions 
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regions  at  fea  where  the  winds  are  regulated 
by  the  feafons  ;  and  therefore  /hall  take  the 
liberty  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  this 
fubject. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  obferved  in  the  ocean, 
as  well  as  in  the  South  and  Indian  jfeas, 
that  the  wind  blew  inceilantly  from  the 
eafl  when  we  were  near  the  tropics  ;  but 
that  it  varied  from  the  direct  point  towards 
the  north  or  fouth,  according  to  the  precife 
latitude  ~of  the  fhip.  I  have  likewife  ob- 
ferved in  all  countries  whatever,  that  when 
the  Iky  is  ferene  the  eaft  or  eafterly  winds 
are  much  more  frequent  than  thofe  of  the 
Weil  -y  that  a  north-weft  wind  in  a  northern, 
and  fouth-weft  in  a  fouthern  latitude,  are  the 
attendants  of  fine  weather;  but  the  wind 
no  fooner  fhifts  into  the  north-weft  under 
a  fouthern,  or  into  the  fouth-weft,  under  a 
northern  latitude,  than  we  are  with  equal 
probability  to  expect  rain.  That  with  a 
fouth-eaft  wind  in  a  northern,  and  north- 
eait  in  a  fouthern  latitude,  we  generally 
have  rain  ;  while  the  north-eaft  north,  and 
fouth-ealt  fouth  of  the  line,  are  the  ordinary 
forerunners  of  fur  weather. 

B  2  1  obferved 
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I  obferved  in  America,  the  Philippine 
ifles,  and  I  know  the  fame  thing  happens 
on  the  coaft  of  India,  whither  I  am  bound,, 
that  during  the  rainy  feafon  the  wind  blows 
conftantly  from  the  quarter  of  the  weft. 
This  feafon  iets  in  to  all  places  between 
the  tropics  and  the  line,  upon  the  fun's 
approaching  the  zenith  of  their  refpective 
climates  ;  thus  the  fun  having  croffed  the 
equator  in  his  progrefs  northward,  the 
rains  begin  to  fall  in  all  regions  vifited  by 
his  vertical  rays;  while  the  correfponding 
parts  of  the  globe  fouth  of  the  line  enter 
into  their  dry  feafon.  And  in  the  fame 
manner  when  thofe  fouthern  climates  have 
their  rain,  the  northern  enjoy  their  fair  wea- 
ther. This  regular  courfe,  however,  ob- 
ferved by  the  rain  and  weft  winds,  only 
extends  to  coafts  and  mainlands,  or  to 
feas,  which,  by  reafon  of  their  contiguity  to 
thefe,  fliare  in  all  the  accidents  of  their  na- 
ture and  fituation. 

Between  the  tropics  the  eaft  or  trade 
winds  blow  all  round  the  globe  with  no 
other  interruption  than  what  is  occasioned 

by 
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hy  vapours  exhaled  by  the  fun's  rays,  when 
he  approaches  the  zenith  of  a  particular 
climate  -,  and  then  the  wind  lhifts  its  direc- 
tion from  eaft  to  weft.  In  the  Eaft  Indies 
thefe  winds  are  known  by  the  name  of 
monfoons  ;  in  the  Antilles  and  Ifle  of 
France,  by  that  of  hivernage  ;  and  on  the 
coafts  of  America,  Africa,  China,  and  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  Arabian  and  Perfian 
feas,  by  that  of  the  rainy  feafon.  In  fhort, 
I  have  obferved,  that  commonly  in  all  high 
latitudes  continued  rains  are  accompanied 
with  wefterly  winds. 

The  wind  being  now  decidedly  in  the 
weft,  we  flood  N.  N.  E.  and  afterwards 
N.  E.  till  we  came  to  the  latitude  of  four- 
teen degrees.  Here  we  kept  the  cap  in 
the  E.  N.  E.  with  the  wind  in  the  N.  W.; 
and  as  we  imagined  we  were  now  approach- 
ing the  found,  we  hove  the  lead,  and  found 
feventy  fathom's  water  on  a  fandy  bottom. 
Having  fhaped  our  courfe  towards  the  eaft,' 
we  quickly  difcovered  land,  which  we  found 
to  be  the  mountains  of  Baffein,  and  foon 
came  in  view  of  Carangear  and  the  iile  of 
Bombay;  and  as  we  had  thirty  fathoms 
B  3  water 
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water  we  flood  directly  for  the  point   of 
MaLbar.     Night  came  on,  and  we  conti- 
nued to  purfue  the  fame  çourfe  till  eleven, 
wh3n    the  water  mallow  ing  to  twelve  fa- 
thoms, with,  the  wind  at  N.  W,  we  kept 
as  clofe  as  potfible  to  the  W,  S.  W.     We 
ilood  in  the  fame  dangerous  direction  till 
near  five  in  the  morning,  which  to  fach  as 
are  acquainted  with  the  fituation  will  ap- 
pear a  great  deal  too  long.     Having  been 
carried  by  a  rapid   current  greatly  towards 
the  fouth,  at  break  of  day  we  found  our- 
felves  immediately  under  Chaoul.     This  is  % 
round  bill  iituated  on  the  mainland,  bear- 
ing louth  from  the  entrance  of  Bombay, 
?.nu  consequently  we  had  fallen  considerably 
to  leeward.     We  attempted  to  recover  the 
advantage  we  had  loft  by  tacking  ;  but  the 
wind,  which  bley/  conftantly  from  the  N, 
W.  and  W.  N.  W.  having  freshened,  wq 
were  driven  about  for  the  fpace  of  two  days, 
finding  we  had  provifions  only  for  three 
more,  it  was  propoied  to  put  into  a  fort  of 
Jiarbour  named  Pvajapour,  fituated  in  a  bay  of 
the  mainland  ;  but  befides  that  it  might  be 
particularly  critical  at  prefentâ  as  the  period 

of 
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of  the  weft  winds  was  drawing  to  a  clofe, 
we  knew  extremely  little  of  the  accommo- 
dation it  afforded  to  fhipping.  It  was  then 
propofed  that  we  mould  proceed  and  lay  in 
proviiions  at  Goa$  but  as  the  weft  wind 
ftill  prevailed,  it  was  found  that  if  we  em- 
braced this  refolution  we  fhould  be  under 
the  neceffity  of  croffing  the  line  once  more, 
in  order  to  get  the  wind  for  Bombay  -,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  would  tend  greatly  to 
protract  the  length  of  our  voyage.  In  the 
mean  time  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  fouth-  . 
weft,  and  blew  very  frefh  ;  when  prefhng 
a  little  towards  the.  north,  in  five  days 
it  became  calm,  and  the  wind  fhifting 
from  the  S.  E.  to  the  W.  N.  W.  we  again 
came  in  view  of  Chaoul  and  Carangear: 
and  in  a  mort  time  faw  the  light-houfe  and 
white  rounds  of  Old  Women  Iiland.  Thefe 
white  rounds  are  buildings  creeled  with 
arcades,  and  in  a  circular  form,  for  the  pur-» 
pofe  of  beacons,  and  appear  like  fo  many 
large  pigeon-houfes  which  have  been  lately 
white  -warned.  They  ftand  on  a  low  ftrip  of 
land,  which  ftretches  fouth  from  the  iQe  of 
Bombay,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of 

B  4  Old 
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Old  Women  Ifland.  On  the  ifland  of 
Bombay  are  beacons  of  a  iimilar  kind; 
whilft  one  of  the  city  churches,  and  the 
little  town  of  Maheim,  are  of  the  fame  ufe 
to  the  manner.  Maheim  lies.  N.  W.  of 
the  ifland,  and  varies  in  its  appearance  by 
reafon  of  fome  very  tall  trees,  which  ferve 
to  point  it  out  to  our  notice. 

At  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  fouth- 
weft  from  the  ifland  Bombay,  we  had  fifteen 
fathoms  water  -,  and  having  taken  a  pilot  on 
board,  we  failed  eaftward,  in  order  to  double 
a  reef  of  rocks  at  the  point  of  Old  Women 
I  Hand,  which  ftretch  in  two  branches 
fouth-eaft  and  fou th- weft  a  league  into  the 
fea.  In  paffing  thefe  rocks  we  kept  at  a 
league  and  a  half's  diftance  from  the  lhore, 
but  then  veered  round,  putting  the  cap  in 
the  N.  E.  and  afterwards  in  the  N.  N.  E. 
being  at  the  fame  time  extremely  careful 
not  to  approach  the  coaft  of  Bombay  nearer 
than  feven  fathoms  water.  We  left  the 
rocks  Sunquen  and  Dr  oven  on  our  ftar- 
board,  both  of  which  are  within  the  point 
at  the  light-hojfe  of  Old  Women  Ifland. 
That  of  Sunquen  is  the  outermoft,  and  far- 
theft 
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theft  advanced  into  the  fea,  and  confe- 
quently  the  moft  dangerous  to  navigation  ; 
it  lies  in  a  direct  line  with  the  north  baf- 
tion  of  the  fort,  and  the  houfe  Maffagon. 
This  building  is  kept  in  repair,  and  white- 
washed from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpofe 
of  a  beacon  ;  and  may  be  diftinguifhed  by 
its  fquare  form,  and  its  being  fituated  on 
an  eminence  N.  E.  from  the  city  of 
Bombay.  The  rock  Droven  is  near  land, 
and  in  the  direction  of  a  wood  of  cocoa- 
trees  on  Old  Women  Ifland,  and  a  tall 
cocoa-trunk  N.  W.  from  the  fort.  This 
wood  of  cocoa- trees  mould  be  made  to 
open  a  little  in  the  weft,  I  mean  fhift  their 
pofîtion  a  little  weft  of  the  above-mentioned 
cocoa-trunk,  which  is  kept  ftanding  for 
this  purpofe  alone.  It  was  impoffible  for 
us  to  difcover  this  rock  without  failing: 
too  near  the  more;  and  therefore  fteering  N. 
and  N.  and  a  quarter  N.  E.  we  left  a  little 
ifland  named  Crofs  on  our  left,  at  a  very 
fmall  diftance.  As  foon  as  we  got  into 
the  road,  we  coafted  the  iiland  Bombay  at 
the  diftance  of  a  ftone's  caft  from  the  beach. 
I  have  only  one  word  more,  in  the  way  of 

caution 
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caution  to  the  pilot  in  approaching  this 
more,  and  that  is,  to  be  on  his  guard 
againft  another  rock,  called  Middle- Ground, 
which  is  iituated  E.  and  a  quarter  S.  E. 
at  the  dillance  of  a  fhort  league  from  the 
church  of  Bombay.  The  iliips  come  to 
smchor  between  this  rock  and  the  more, 
ciofe  to  the  town,  which  they  may  ap- 
proach within  a  fpeaking  dillance  in  per- 
fect fafety. 

Old  Women  Ifland  is  feparated  from  the 
ifle  of  Bombay  only  by  a  reef  of  rocks, 
which  are  never  wholly  under  water,  except 
during  the  high  tides  ;  and  even  then, 
though  the  iiland  is  on  a  level  with  the 
furface  of  the  water,  hull  it  is  extremely  dif- 
ficult of  accefs,  from  the  dangerous  rocks 
with  which  it  is  furrounded.  The  com- 
munication between  Old  Women  Ifland 
and  Bombay  lies  entirely  under  the  eye 
of  a  battery.  We  now  began  to  obferve 
the  glacis  of  the  city,  whofe  walls  border 
on  the  fea,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  couple 
of  batteries  placed  in  the  front  of  the  glacis. 
The  top  of  the  ditch,  befides  being  under 
a    baftion,   is    fecured  by   a   work  more 

particularly 
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particularly  intended  for  its  defence.  The 
cannon  of  this  baftion  and  its  curtine,  as 
weh  as  thofe  of  the  oppofite  baftion,  with 
a  double  battery,  by  which  the  former  are 
flanked,  are  all  meant  for  the  protection  of 
the  bay. 

There  is  a  creek  occasionally  ufed  as  a 
harbour,  on  the  confines  of  which  ftand  an 
arfenal,  dry  docks,  and  houfes  for  the  ac- 
commodation  of  the   company's   fervants. 
The  city  wall,  interrupted  by  the  principal 
harbour,  re-appears  at  this  little  creek,  and 
extends  all  the  way  to  a  fort  which  was 
erected  by    the    Portuguefe.      This    city, 
though  well  fortified  on  the  fide  of  the  fea, 
is  in  but  an  indifferent  flate  of  defence  to- 
wards the  land,  being  only  inclofed  by  a 
plain   wall  mounted  with  a  number  of  ni- 
tiful  little  baftions.     It  is  furrounded  how- 
ever by  a  very  deep  ditch,  and  a  glacis,  which 
is   kept   in   excellent    repair,  befides   that 
feveril  of  the  gates  have  the  additional  ad- 
vantage of  half-moons.     There  is   in   its 
vicinityan  eminence  named  Hongary,  which, 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  the  greatefl  import- 
ance to  the  fecurity  of  Bombay. 

7  The 


12    TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

The  city  of  Bombay,  though  confiderably 
populous,  and  containing  a  number  of  hand- 
fome  houfes,  is  for  the  greateft  part  ill  built 
and  very  irregular.  The  principal  mburbs 
are  Hongary  and  Palmeyra,  the  laft  of 
which  is  crouded  with  Indians,  and  by  far 
the  mofl  pleafant. 

The  ifland  is  in  general  extremely  narrow, 
not  exceeding  in  fome  places  half  a  league  ; 
but  fpreads  out  to  a  conliderable  extent  in 
the  quarter  of  Maheim.  It  is  extremely 
fteep,  iurrounded  with  rocks  confifting  of 
gravel  combined  with  a  little  earth,  and  is 
every  where  difficult  of  accefs,  not  except- 
ing even  the  bay,  particularly  at  low  water. 
The  inland  country,  though  not  very  high, 
is  for  the  moil  part  of  an  uneven  and  rug- 
ged furface.  But  the  excellent  accommoda- 
tion it  affords  to  mipping  rendering  it  the 
firit  harbour  on  the  mainland  of  India,  and 
not  the  advantages  of  its  foil,  was  the  great 
inducement  to  fettle  on  this  ifland.  It 
is  a  ftrong  hold  of  infinite  importance 
to  the  Englifh,  and  indeed  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  bafis  of  that  extenfive  do- 
minion 
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minion  they  have  found  means  to  eftablifh 
in  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  flerility  of  its  foil  renders  living 
at  Bombay  difficult  and  expenfive  -,  the 
Englifh,  however,  are  fupplied  in  provinons 
by  the  Marrattas  of  S-.lfet,  BarTein,  and 
other  parts  of  the  mcdrdaud.  The  late  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  Englifh  boundaries  in  thofe- 
regions  has  greatly  enhanced  the  value,  as 
well  as  added  to  the  fecurity,  of  this  fettle- 
ment. 

The  vefTel  on  board  of  which  I  took  my 
paffage  from  Batavia  having  now*  accom- 
plished her  bufmefs  at  this  port,  I  reiblved 
to  be  her  paffenger  to  Surat;  and  ac- 
cordingly we  weighed,  and  got  under  fail 
the  25th  of  September.  The  wind  blowing 
almofl  fair  into  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
we  were  obliged  to  tack  ;  and  on  this  oc- 
cafion  two  reefs  of  rocks,  which  extend 
confiderably  into  the  fea,  and  which  are 
named  Carangear's  Feet,  and  the  Rock  of 
Chaoul,  from  certain  hills  in  their  vïclnkyr 
gave  us  much  uneafinefs.  Chaoul  is  a  laree 
high  hill,  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  and 
is  fituated  on  the  mainland  fouth  from 
■f"  Bombay» 
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Bombay.  Carangear  is  likewife  a  pret- 
ty high  hill,  ftanding  on  a  little  ifland 
nearer  the  mainland  than  that  of  Bom- 
bay. It  riles  in  the  form  of  two  pyramidal 
fections,  which  prefent  the  eliptic  curve, 
and  are  diftinguifhed  from  each  other  by 
the  Great  and  Little  Carangear. 

Having  doubled  the  rocky  points  of  Old 
Women  I  (land,  we  fhaped  a  N.  N.  W. 
courfe,  in  twelve  fathoms  water.  "Here  the 
land  breeze,  which  came  from  the  S.  E. 
was  very  inconiiderabîe,  while  that  from 
the  N.  W.  and  confequently  againft  us, 
was  much  more  powerful.  But  in  Lhort, 
after  being  carried  greatly  towards  the 
fouth,  and  much  retarded  by  currents,  tides, 
and  winds,  we  came,  on  the  eighth  day, 
in  view  of  Cape  St.  John,  which  forms  the 
entrance  to  the  gulph  of  Cambaia.  The 
fituation  of  this  gulph  may  be  ascertained 
by  the  peak  of  St.  John,  which  is  only  a 
little  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  which  fprinçs 
from  a  deficiency  in  the  mountain  in  the 
fhape  of  a  needle.  Next  day  we  doubled 
the  cape,  but  at  the  dlflance  of  four  leagues, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  rocks  in  its  vicinity. 

We 
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We  kept  in  foundings  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  fathoms  water,  carefully  avoiding 
thofe  of  twelve  on  the  fide  of  the  main,  as 
they  border  on  a  reef  of  dangerous  rocks, 
which  ftretch  up  the  middle  of  the  gulph. 
We  fleered  acrofs  a  curvature,  formed  by 
a  fweep  of  the  Marratta  and  Damum  coafts, 
and  on  the  6th  of  September  we  faw  the 
{hipping  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  har- 
bour of  Surat.  Next  day  we  entered  the 
road,  and  came  to  our  moorings  in  ten  fa- 
thoms water,  on  a  bottom  of  clay.  This  is 
a  very  large  and  beautiful  road,  but  expofed 
to  all  winds,  and  at  too  great  a  diftance 
from  land. 

In  the  prefent  feafon,  the  fea  runs  with 
much  lefs  violence  than  either  at  Bombay 
or  in  the  gulph  ;  but  during  the  rainy 
months,  befides  that  the  adjacent  grounds 
are  completely  overflowed,  it  is  impoffible 
to  lie  at  anchor  in  the  road,  on  account  of  a 
ftrong  current,  the  inundations  of  the  river, 
and  the  very  high  winds  that  fet  in  from 
the  ocean.  The  moft  convenient  flation 
for  {hipping  is  at  a  village  fituated  on  the 
right  fide,  and  about  the  diftance  of  a  league 

from 
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from  the  point  of  the  flrft  bank  of  the  riven 
The  city  of  Surat  ftands  on  the  left,  about 
five  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  riven 
In  the  dry  feafon   it  is  only  navigable  fo 
high  up  to  fmall  veflels  of  three  hundred 
tons  y    but  in  the  rainy  months  the  largeft 
mips  of  the   road  fail  up  and  winter  at 
Surat.     As  foon  as  we  dropped  anchor  I 
fet  out  for  the  capital  ;  and  the  caftle,  which 
(lands  on  the  border  of  the  river,  and  within 
the  bounds  of  the  city,  was  the  firft  object 
of  my  attention,  a   piece  of  fortification, 
which  though  irregular,  and  executed-  in  a 
ftyle  very  different  from  the  European  tafte, 
is  not  without  merit.    It  conflits  in  a  num- 
ber of  femicircular  towers,  mutually  flanking 
each  other,  and  commanding  the  city  and 
river.      The   adjacent  grounds   to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent  are  free  from  all  incum- 
brances ,  but  the  main  building,  originally 
well  conftrucled,  is  very  old,  and  in  want  of 
many  repairs,  efpecially  on  the  fide  of  the 
river.     The  Britifh  and  Moorifh  flags  are 
equally  difplayed  from   a   baftion   of   the 
caftle  ;  but,  though  the  Englifh  troops  have 
only  poflefiion  of  certain  gates  and  a  fingle 

baftion, 
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baftion,  all  real  authority  both  in  town  and 
country  is  known  to  reiidc  in  them.  The 
remaining  gates  are  occupied  by  the  forces 
of  the  Nabob,  who  however,  like  all  other 
Indian  princes  in  their  alliance,  is  allowed 
the  exercife  of  his  prerogatives  only  in  mat- 
ters of  little  moment. 

Two  gates  in  the  exterior  wall  (for  pro- 
perly Surat  confifts  of  two  cities,  the  one 
erected  in  the  bofom  of  the  other)  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Marrattas  of  Guzurat,  who 
receive  a  kind  of  tribute  from  the  inhabi- 
tants when  they  are  in  condition  to  exact 
it  by  force. 

The  prodigious  extent  of  this  city,  its 
vaft  population,  the  immenfe  wrealth  of 
fome,  and  the  affluent  or  eafy  condition 
of  the  people  in  general,  the  numerous 
carriages,  a  moil  extenfive  commerce,  the 
many  beautiful  houfes  in  the  Mooriih 
tafte,  the  cheapnefs  and  abundance  of  all 
the  neceffaries  of  life  ;  every  object,  in  fhort, 
within  the  walls  of  Surat,  tends  to  imprefs 
the  mind  of  a  ftranger  with  ideas  of  its 
amazing' refources  and  importance. 

During  my  fhort  refidence  here,  I  faw 
Vol.  II.  Ç  the 
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the  Nabob  make  his  appearance  in  public» 
Kis  highnefs  was  efcorted  by  three  thou- 
fand  regular  troops,  befides  an  equal  num- 
ber of  men  on  foot,  on  horfeback,  or  in  pa- 
lanquins ;  a  proceffion  well  calculated  to 
give  fome  idea  of  Afiatic  pomp  and  mag- 
nificence. In  his  train  was  a  band  of 
mulic,  remarkable  only  for  ,its  noife,  a 
number  of  camels,  and  four  elephants 
richly  caparifoned. 

But  what  I  admired  moil  is  the  induf- 
trious  character  of  both  male  and  female 
among  the  Gentoo  Indians.  Befides  a  few 
of  the  Banians,  who  attach  themfelves  to 
the  purfuits  of  commerce,  the  Gentoos  of 
the  inferior  cafls  perform  all  the  drudgery 
and  fevere  labour  of  the  country.  Some  of 
thefe  cafts,  I  underftand,  are  believers  in  the 
ancient  Metempfychoiis. 

There  is  here  a  race  of  people  named  Per- 
lians,  or  Guebres,  who  ftill  retain  fome  re- 
mains of  the  law  of  Zoroafler,  and  who 
adore  the  Divinity  under  the  fymbol  of 
fire.  They  are  eminently  diftinguifhed  by 
their  works  of  charity,  having  erected  hof- 
pitals  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fick  and 

difeafedj 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  Î0 

difeafed,  as  well  as  for  feeding  the  deftitute 
of  the  inferior  animals. 

Many  things  are  related  of  the  Yoguis,  or 
penitential  Gentoos,  which  may  feem  fome- 
what  incredible.  There  are  fome  among 
them,  I  was  afîured,  who  pafs  their  lives  with 
one  arm  ftretched  in  the  air  ;  others,  without 
«ver  treading  the  ground,  make  the  tour  of 
a  kingdom  by  crawling  on  their  bellies  ; 
while  a  third  fort  remain  pinned  to  the 
fpot  whereon  they  have  been  accidentally 
placed,  and,  were  no  charitably  difpofed  per- 
fon  to  interpofe  and  draw  them  afide,  ra- 
ther than  quit  their  poft  they  would  furfer 
themfelves  to  be  cruihed  to  death  by  any 
object  that  happened  to  be  pafling  on  the 
road. 

One  day  I  met  with  one  of  thofe  Yoguis 
preaching  near  a  pagoda,  on  the  border  of  a 
lake,  and  at  the  fame  time  doing  penance, 
but  of  a  nature  which  a  fenfe  of  decen- 
cy forbids  me  to  mention.  The  whim  of 
the  moment  induced  him  to  follow  me 
during  my  excurfion,  nor  was  it  by  any 
means  in  my  power  to  get  rid  of  him 
before  we  returned  to  the  border  of  the 

C  2  lake 
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lake  where  I  had  found  him.  The  peni- 
tential Gentoo  is  held  in  high  veneration 
among  the  people,  who  refufe  him  nothing 
he  afks,  and  permit  him  to  take,  at  his  dif- 
cretion,  whatever  he  has  occafion  for.  In 
the  houfe  of  a  banian>  whom  I  was  going  to 
wait  upon,  when  I  was  followed  by  this 
Yoguis,  he  feized  and  carried  off  feveral 
little  articles,  without  apparently  giving 
the  fmalleft  offence. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  the  nrffc  diftinc- 
tion  in  Surat,  and  at  leaft  one  half  of  thofe 
of  inferior  condition,  are  followers  of  Ma- 
homet i  next  to  them  in  number  are  the 
Gentoos  ;  then  the  Perfians;  while  the  Jews 
and  Chriftians,  the  laft  of  whom  do  not 
exceed  five  hundred  perfons,  make  the 
fmalleft  clafs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      II. 

A  Tour  from  Sur  at  to  the  IJland  of  Salfet  -,  my 
Return  through  the  Country  of  the  Mar- 
rattas,  by  the  Province  of  Guzurat  and 
Bajfan  -,  my  Abode  in  various  Places. 


B 


E  I  N  G  extremely  defirous  to  obtain 
fome  knowledge  of  the  Marratta 
tribes,  I  got  myfelf  drefled  in  the  fafhion  of 
that  country  ;  and,  having  obtained  a  guide 
from  the  fame  nation,  fix  days  after  my 
arrival  I  departed  from  Surat.  In  my  pro- 
grefs  through  the  country,  I  pafTed  vil- 
lages at  regular  ftages  of  four  leagues,  and 
fometimes  at  a  fliorter  diftance.  In  their 
vicinity  are  crops  of  Indian  corn,  fome  rice, 
vegetables,  a  fpecies  of  grain  from  which 
they  are  ufed  to  extract  oil,  and  another, 
from  the  ftalks  of  which  they  acquire 
materials  for  cordage.  This  country  is 
much  interfered  with  rivers,  which  how- 
ever are  very  inconfiderable,  except  in  the 
rainy  feafon.  After  a  journey  of  ten  leagues 
C  3  I  came 
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I  came  to  a  fmall  town  called  Naufary,  but 
containing  a  very  considerable  cotton  ma- 
nufactory. It  has  a  fort,  which  belongs  to 
the  Marrattas,  and  is  furrounded  with  pa- 
godas, gardens,  and  beautiful  ilower-plots. 
The  unufual  familiarity,  common  in  this 
country,  among  all  the  different  tribes  of 
animals,  which  fport  before  us  with  the 
mon:  carelefs  indifference,  is  not  a  little 
furprifing  to  a  ftranger.  The  birds  of  the 
air,  undifmayed  by  our  approach,  perch 
upon  the  trees  and  fwarm  among  the 
branches,  as  if  they  conceived  man  to  be  of 
a  nature  equally  quiet  and  inoffenfive  with 
themfelves  ;  while  the  monkey  and  fquirrel 
climb  the  wall,  gambol  on  the  houfe-top, 
and  leap  v/ith  confidence  and  alacrity  from 
one  bough  to  another  over  our  heads.  Even 
the  more  formidable  quadrupèdes  feem  to 
have  loft  their  natural  ferocity  in  the  fame 
harmlefs  difpofitions  ;  and  hence  the  appré- 
hendons commonly  occafioned  by  the  prox- 
imity of  fuch  neighbours,  no  longer  dif- 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  natives.  Happy 
effect  of  thofe  mild  and  innocent  manners, 

whence 
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whence  have  arifen  peace  and   protection 
to  all  the  inferior  animals  ! 

The  people  are  divided  into  different 
cails,  the  loweft  of  which  are  permitted  by 
their  rules  to  eat  flefh  on  particular  occa- 
sions ;  thofe  of  an  intermediate  order  eat 
flfh,  fruit,  and  vegetables  only;  while  the 
Banian  and  Bramin,  who  belong  to  the 
bigheft  caft,  live  on  nothing  but  the  pro- 
duce of  the  foil,  in  which  however  milk  and 
butter  are  included.  Finding  myfelf  much 
f  ruûd,  upon  my  arrival  at  Naufary,  by  my 
late  journey  on  foot,  I  hired  an  ox,  the 
only  inimal  uied  for  the  faddle  in  this  coun- 
try, and  continued  my  travels  to  Gondivy. 
Having  fat  down  to  dine,  I  was  a  good  deal 
furprifed  to  obferve  leaves  fpread  on  the 
table  in ftead  of  plates,  which,  upon  iiniih- 
ing  my  meal,  I  was  obliged  to  throw  away 
with  my  own  hands.  I  was  at  the  fame 
time  prefented  with  a  leaf-goblet,  which, 
after  being  ufed,  was  difpofed  of  in  like  man- 
ner. It  is  faid  that  a  ftricl:  Gen  too  would  ra- 
ther fubmitto  martyrdom  than  defile  the  pu- 
rity of  his  perfon,  by  coming  in  contact  with 
that  part  of  the  cup  which  has  been  at  the 
C  4  mouth 
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mouth  of  a  man  of  a  different  caft.  The  Moor, 
the  Gentoo,  the  Perfian,  and  Chrifcian,  all  ob- 
ferve  the  fame  extreme  delicacy  in  regard  to 
each  other.  In  the  town  of  Gondivy,  a  very 
connderable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
are  Perfians,  and  of  the  fame  feci  with  thofe 
I  faw  at  Surat.  The  Perfians,  or  Gue- 
bres  as  they  are  fometimes  called,  are  a 
people  defcended  from  the  ancient  inhabi- 
tants of  Perfia,  who,  upon  being  expatriat- 
ed by  their  conqueror  on  account  of  their 
religion,  migrated  hither,  and  their  poste- 
rity are  now  fcattered  all  over  this  coun- 
try. 

Having  proceeded  eight  leagues  further, 
in  a  country  fit  only  for  pafture,  and  in 
many  places  in  the  moft  defolate  flate,  I 
arrived  at  Gondivy  in  Pardy,  a  fmall  town, 
which  forms  the  domains  of  a  little  fo» 
vereign  prince.  Next  day  I  reached  De- 
mum  or  Damum  ;  but,  as  I  had  no  incli- 
nation to  fee  the  governor,  whom  I  ought 
to  have  waited  upon,  I  went  on  without 
flopping,  and  came  to  fleep  a  quarter  of 
a  league  diftance,  in  a  little  town  compofed 
of  Gentoos  and  a  few  Chriftians.     They 

are 
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are  fubjects  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  pof- 
fefs  a  fmall  territory,  and  about  four  leagues 
of  this  coaft,  comprehending  five  or  fix 
villages,  on  a  dry  and  inhofpitable  foil. 
This  people  are  fo  poor  and  neceflitous, 
that  I  have  feen  Chriftians  themfelves  ob- 
liged, for  fubfiftence,  to  enter  as  labourers 
into  the  fervice  of  the  Marrattas  ;  a  ftate 
of  indigence,'  however,  which  has  hitherto 
been  unable  either  to  fubdue  their  arro- 
gance or  ftimulate  their  induflry.  Thus  far 
on  my  way  from  Surat,  I  had  not  met  with 
a  fingle  Chriftian  ;  here,  however,  I  difco- 
vered  my  holt,  to  be  a  man  of  the  fame  reli- 
gious perfualion  with  myfelf.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  next  day,  I  parfed  very  handfome 
villages  belonging  to  the  Marrattas  of  Nar- 
guoil  and  Barauly  -,  and  the  day  following, 
after  being  a  week  upon  the  road,  I  arrived 
at  the  village  of  Danou,  the  minuter  of 
which,  an  Indian  Portuguefe,  I  made  it  my 
bufinefs  to  wait  upon. 

This  diftricTb  of  Damum  was  formerly 
conquered  and  porTefTed  by  the  Portuguefe, 
and  only  parTed  within  thefe  thirty  years 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Marrattas;  who, 

granting 


20        TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

granting  toleration  to  all  religious  feels, 
the  Chriftians  have  become  frequent  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  In  this  village 
is  a  church,  a  parlor,  and  a  very  confi- 
derable  body  of  Chriftians.  I  was  invited 
to  a  marriage  in  the  neighbourhood,  at 
which  the  Marrattas,  and  even  the  Bra- 
mins,  who  were  led  by  curiofity  to  attend 
this  feitival,  fome  at  the  ceremony  of  the 
church,  others  at  the  fubfequent  diverfions, 
conducted  themfelves  with  fuch  decency  of 
behaviour,  as  in  fimikr  fituaticns  we  but 
rarely  meet  with  among  Chriftians,  parti- 
cularly where  they  nnd  themfelves  lords  of 
the  country.  Religious  proceffions,  the 
ceremony  of  burial,  the  ufe  of  the  crofs  on 
the  highways,  and  in  general  all  the  rites 
of  Chriflian  worfhip,  are  exercifed  here 
with  equal  freedom  as  in  the  kingdom  of 
France. 

The  appearance  of  the  Marrattas,  of  both 
fexes,  particularly  that  of  the  women,  con- 
firms me  in  the  opinion  I  early  formed  of 
their  active  and  induftrious  difpofitions» 
There  are  however  among  the  natives 
fome  who  affect  to  be  Portuguefe,  but  who 

in 
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in  fact  are  Geiitoo  Chriftiàns,  and  feem  to 
have  attached  themftives  to  the  religion 
and  foeiety  of  the  Portuguefe  from  no 
other  motive  than  that  of  having  it  more 
ea  dy  in  their  power  to  pais  their  lives  in  va- 
nicy  and  idlenefs  ;  an  abufe,  however,  pro- 
bably proceeding  from  that  miferable  exam- 
ple of  the  Chriftian  life,  which  the  convicts 
of  the  parent  country,  whom  it  has  been 
ufuai  to  tranfport  hither  for  their  crimes, 
offer  to  the  imitation  of  the  natives.  The 
Gentoos  are  fociable,  humane,  and  hof- 
pitable  -,  and,  during  my  rcndence  in  their 
country,  I  never  had  occafion  to  obferve  a 
fingle  inftance  of  violence  or  difpute.  They 
rear  numerous  herds  of  cattle  ;  but  fuch  is 
their  veneration  for  thefe  animals,  on  ac- 
count of  their  ufeful  and  patient  fervices  to 
man,  that  to  kill  or  even  maim  one  of  them 
is  deemed  a  capital  offence. 

Among  their  innumerable  pagodas  I  faW 
various  kinds  of  beafts,  trees,  and  even 
{tones.  The  moft  grotefque  and  extrava- 
gant of  thefe  figures  are  emblematical  re- 
prefentations  of  the  Divinity;  while  their 
other  idols,  of  every  denomination,  are  of 
2  inferior 


28        TRAVELS   ROUND   THE  WORLD, 

inferior  order,  and  only  intitled  to  their  ado- 
ration as  they  are  the  representatives  and  mo- 
nitors of  particular  favours  they  have  received, 
from  time  to  time,  from  the  beneficence  of 
the  Deity.  Like  the  Perfians  and  Mufîulmen, 
they  make  frequent  ufe  of  water  for  the 
purification  of  their  bodies  ;  but  of  fuch 
only  as  is  contained  in  particular  lakes  ; 
one  of  them  I  faw  between  Baflan  and 
AgafTan,  on  the  borders  of  which  ftand 
a  number  of  very  fine  pagodas.  I  was 
affured  by  a  Bramin,  with  whom  I  had 
the  pleafure  to  make  an  acquaintance  in 
my  peregrinations  through  this  country, 
that  he  worshipped  one  God  only  ;  who,  af- 
ter having  cleared  the  world  of  giants  and 
malefactors,  had  afcended  into  heaven.  I 
am  far  from  being  inclined  to  charge  this 
people  with  idolatry  in  the  vulgar  and  li- 
teral fenfe  of  that  word  ;  indeed  in  ftrict 
language  I  can  fcarce  fuppofe  there  is  one 
real  idolater  on  the  face  of  the  earth  j  for, 
although  the  Divine  efience  is  often  adored 
under  fome  material  form  by  which  he  is 
meant  to  be  reprefented,  itill  I  am  per- 
fuaded  there  is  no  race  of  men,  how  barba- 
rous 
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rous  foever,  who  worfhip  an  idol  on  its 
own  account,  diftinclly  from  its  great  ori- 
ginal. I  once  entered  into  conversation 
with  a  Bramin,  in  a  Chriftian  church,  while 
the  prieft  was  administering  the  facrament 
of  baptifm  to  an  infant,  and  was  at  pains  to 
explain  to  him  the  duties  and  obligations 
which  I  conceived  to  be  implied  in  that 
rite.  Having  liftened  with  attention,  he, 
feemed  much  pleafed  with  the  lame  ac- 
count I  was  able  to  give  of  them,  and  con- 
cluded his  reply  by  obferving,  that  the  great 
objects  of  both  our  religions  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  fame. 

During  the  fhort  time  I  palled  in  this 
village,  a  little  fleet  of  their  fhips  of  war, 
about  the  fize  of  our  tartan,  entered  the 
river.  They  are  called  Galvettes,  and  made 
to  carry  four  and  fometimes  fix  cannon. 
Their  chief  employment  is  to  fcour  the 
coafts  of  a  race  of  pirates  named  Cbamcbas, 
who  ifTue  from  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  of 
Guzurat,  and  commit  depredations  upon 
fuch  trading  verTels  as  they  happen  to  fur- 
prife  in  thofe  feas. 

On  the  1 2  th  of  November,  having  re- 
fumed 
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fumed  my  journey,  I  pafTed  Trapore,  a  city 
of  fome  extent,  populous,  and  defended  by 
a  fort.  My  next  ftc.ge  was  MJi.im,  a  large 
town,  inhabited  chiefly  by  Bramins;  and  the 
day  following  I  came  to  Agaflan,  where  I 
lived  with  a  Frenchman,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  thirty  Europeans,  in  the  fervice  of 
a  Rajah  or  Marratta  prince,  at  Barauda,  in 
the  province  of  Guzurat.  The  Rajah  of 
this  province  relldes  at  Puna  or  Poney,  a 
large  city,  fituated  in  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country,  and  is  one  of  the  moft  pow- 
erful of  thofe  princes. 

Agafian  flands  at  the  diftance  of  five 
leagues  from  another  confiderable  town, 
named  BafTan,  which  having  the  advantages 
of  a  good  road  and  excellent  river,  fits  out 
mips  for  the  purpofe  of  trading  along  the 
coaft  of  Arabia.  The  fea-coaffc  is  very 
ftrongly  fortified,  while  the  country  from 
Trapore  is  extremely  populous,  and  enli- 
vened with  frequent  and  beautiful  gardens. 
Befides  plenty  of  herbs  and  vegetables,  the 
inhabitants  cultivate  the  fugar-cane,  cocoa, 
and  fig-trees.  And  in  the  whole  way  from 
BafTan  to  AgafTan,  the  traveller  fcarce  meets 

with 
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with  a  ilngle  rood  of  wafte  or  fallow- 
around.  The  rich  verdure,  however,  and 
vegetation  of  their  gardens  are,  in  a  great 
degree,  owing  to  the  common  ufe  of  wheels 
wells,  which  are  made  to  water  the  foil,  by 
means  of  buffaloes  ;  but  in  the  more  cen- 
tral diftxicts,  and  even  along  the  coaff.  from 
Tropore,  the  foil  is  in  general  extremely 
dry  during  the  fix  months  of  fair  weather. 
In  the  rainy  feafon,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
wholly  under  water  ;  and  then  there  fprings 
up  an  amazing  quantity  of  grafs,  which, 
as  the  ground  is  either  too  moift  or  too 
dry  to  give  birth  to  a  fmgle  ihrub,  gives 
the  face  of  the  country  the  appearance  of 
one  continued  meadow.  The  moft  com- 
mon tree,  in  the  environs  of  Surat,  is  the 
wild  date,  as  is  a  fpecies  of  wild  palm  in  the 
more  inland  country.  The  chief  advan- 
tage the  natives  derive  from  thefe  trees 
coniifts  in  their  fap,  which  they  are  accuf- 
tomed  either  to  drink  in  its  natural  ftate,  or 
to  manufacture  into  a  kind  of  brandy.  The 
wood  and  leaves  are  like  wife  of  ufe  in 
the  conftruction  of  their  houfes.  Indian 
com  is  the  prevailing  crop  in  the  quarter 

of 
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of  Surat,  and  rice  in  the  parts  which  arc 
fituated  more  to  the  fouth.     The  natives 
difcover   fkill  as   well  as   induftry  in  the 
cultivation  of  their  farms.     As  foon  as  the 
annual  floods  have  withdrawn,   the  grafs, 
which  has  in  that  interval  grown  up,  hav- 
ing been  collected  in  heaps,  is  burned,  and 
the  afhes  are  employed  as  manure  for  the 
purpofe  of  enriching  their  rice  fields.     Tha 
crops  of  rice  and  corn  are  raifed  by  very 
different    methods.      The    Indian   farmer, 
having  fowed  his  rice  in  a  place  well  pre- 
pared and  manured  for  the  purpofe,  at  a 
certain  period  of  its  growth  tranfplants  it 
into  a  new  field,  where  it  remains  till  it 
comes  to  maturity,  and  is  cut  down. 

The  extreme  fcarcity  of  water,  which 
prevails  here  conftantly  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
months  in  the  year,  ferves  to  exercife  the 
humanity  and  beneficence  of  certain  pious 
and  well-difpofed  perfons.  Hence  thofe 
deep  wells,  which  have  been  dug  and  con- 
structed at  a  great  expence,  with  the  con- 
venience of  flairs  reaching  to  the  edge  of 
the  water  ;  while  a  fund  is  allotted  for  the 
purpofe  s  of  affording  them  occafional  re- 
pairs, 
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pairs,  of  maintaining  a  number  of  water* 
men,  and  of  fu miming  fuch  utenfils  as  are 
necerTary  for  drawing  water  and  giving 
drink  to  the  cattle. 

In  other  places  it  has  been  found  expe- 
dient to  conftrucl:  large  and  capacious  ponds, 
which  ferve  to  collect  water  during  the 
rains,  and  to  preferve  it  for  public  ufe  in  the 
courfe  of  the  dry  feafon.  Such  are  the  di- 
menfions  of  many  of  thofe  vaft  refervoirs, 
that  the  water  is  neither  unwholefome  nor 
unpalatable  ;  and  is  in  a  particular  manner 
the  refource  of  the  natives  who  live  at  a 
diftance  from  rivers. 

The  mod  common  animals  in  this 
country  are  tigers,  mcnkies,  and  wild  dogs, 
which  are  fmaller  in  fize  than  thofe  of 
America.  Of  the  feathered  tribes,  I  faw 
the  turtle-dove,  fome  peacocks,  numbers  of 
parroquets,  one  or  two  fpecies  of  fmall  birds, 
and  crows  in  van1:  flocks,  and  fo  tame  that 
they  ufed  to  attack  the  dimes  upon  the  table. 
The  other  native  animals  of  eaftern  coun- 
tries defcend  but  feldom  from  the  moun- 
tains, preferring,  under  the  melter  of  their 
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woods,  a  cooler  and  freer  air  than  is  to  bç 
found  in  the  plain. 

The  houfes  in  the  country  are  but  fimplc 
cottages,  in  fome  places  conftructed  with 
bamboo,  in  others  with  the  palm-tree,  and 
thatched  with  leaves  or  hay.  The  wall 
conflits  of  wattled  work  of  ofiers  and  bull- 
rufhes  plaiflered  over  with  mud.  The 
town  houfes,  however,  are  extremely  dif- 
ferent, many  of  which  have  a  noble  effect. 
In  general  they  are  only  of  two  ftories  ; 
but  each  floor  confifls,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
expreffion,  of  three  amphitheatrical  gra- 
dations, upon  the  higheft  of  which,  and 
in  the  oppofite  corners,  are  two  apart- 
ments, intended  to  contain  the  mod  valu- 
able family  effects.  The  front  of  the  build- 
ing is  fupported  on  the  infide  with  a  certain 
number  of  pillars,  and  open  to  the  day; 
whilffc  the  outer  wall  is  furrounded  by  a 
kind  of  gallery,  which  embraces  the  other 
three  fides  of  the  houfe.  The  area  of  the 
firft  gradation  is  laid  with  fine  tapeflry, 
and  here  the  family  is  accuftomed  to  receive 
and  entertain  their  friends;  it  fupports 
likewife  a  large  bafon,  which  is  filled  with 

water 
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water  by  means  of  a  wheel- well,  the  ma- 
chinery of  which  is  erected  in  the  firft  ftory. 
The  buffalo  employed  to  work  the  ma- 
chine turns  the  pivot,  which  is  over  his  head, 
in  his  progrefs  round  the  circumference  of 
the  well.  The  floor  is  paved  with  a  certain 
compofition,  confifting  of  a  foft  Hone  pound- 
ed and  mixed  with  a  fpecies  of  piailler 
made  of  oil  and  the  whites  of  eggs.  This 
cement,  when  properly  prepared,  becoming 
extremely  folid  and  compact,  acquires  the 
appearance  of  a  fmooth  ffone  of  a  fine  var- 
ni/h,  and  has  a  more  beautiful  effect  than  that 
of  our  belt,  inlaid  floors.  On  the  top  of  the 
building  is  a  flat  roof  or  terrace  coated  with 
the  fame  cement,  which  they  name  alga~ 
?naffe. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  is  compofed  of 
a  very  long  piece  of  painted  callicoe,  one  half 
of  which,  after  pafling  feveral  times  round 
the  waift,  is  folded  back  and  fattened  behind  ; 
the  other  half  is  thrown  over  the  head, 
and  falling  down  before,  covers  the  arms 
and  bôfom,  and  is  attached  in  folds  to  the 
girdle.  In  this  manner  one  fimple  gar- 
ment embraces  the  whole  body,  and  even 
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ferves  for  a  Veil  to  the  face.  In  the  country, 
however,  they  frequently  gather  together 
what  covers  the  head,  and  let  it  fall  upon 
the  moulders,  leaving  the  neck  and  bofom 
almoft  compleatly  expofed,  and  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  as  it  confifts  of  a  very  fine  kind  of 
cloth,  it  affumes  the  air  of  a  fafh;  but 
when  at  other  times  they  choofe  to  fold 
up  the  lower  part  of  the  robe,  pafling  the 
end  of  it  between  the  legs,  it  acquires  the 
appearance  of  drawers,  which  defcend  to 
the  middle  of  the  thigh. 

In  town  the  men  are  ufually  dreffed  in  a 
long  white  robe,  which  has  the  appearance 
of  a  jacket  fe wed  to  a  kind  of  petticoat; 
but  in  the  country  they  wear  two  long 
broad  pieces  of  cloth,  the  one  round  their 
loins,  the  other  over  their  moulders,  or 
perhaps  only  a  fort  of  band  palfed  between 
their  thighs. 

Rings  feem  to  be  a  peculiar  object  of 
female  ambition  in  every  rank  and  condi- 
tion of  life,  and  are  ufed  to  adorn  the 
toes  as  well  as  the  fingers.  A  bracelet  of 
glafs  tied  round  the  wrift,  and  of  filver 
round  the  ankle,  are  extremely  common; 

and 
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and  bendes  the  ordinary  ornaments  of  the 
ear,  many  of  them  wear  a  nofe -jewel,  or 
ring  parTed  through  the  Reparation  of  the 
noftrils.  On  the  forehead  is  fometimes  a 
ftar  punctured  in  the  rlefh;  and  the  lower 
eye-lafhes  are  often  painted  black,  in  order 
to  enhance  the  brilliancy  of  the  pupil. 

The  Gentoos  feldom  inter,  but  more  fre- 
quently burn  the  bodies  of  their  dead  j  a  rite 
ufually  performed  on  the  border  of  a  river, 
over  which  they  afterwards  fcatter  the 
allies  of  the  deceafed.  A  widow  common- 
ly mourns  a  year  for  the  lofs  of  her  hufband, 
and  in  this  period  devotes  the  firll  mo- 
ments after  fhe  awakes  in  the  morning  to 
tears  and  lamentations. 

There  are  ftill  ladies,  particularly  in  the 
higher  cafts,  who  infift  upon  their  privilege 
of  burning  upon  the  funeral  piles  of  their 
hufbands  ;  but  on  fuch  occafions  it  is  the 
bufinefs  of  the  affiflants  to  fuffocate  the  un- 
happy victim,  by  pouring  pails  of  oil  over 
her  face,  before  me  has  been  attacked  by  the 
flames.  This  religious  attachment  of  the 
wife  to  the  remains  of  her  hufband  is  never- 
thelefs  greatly  on  the  decline. 

D  3  On 
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On  the  6th  of  December  I  proceeded  by 
BafTan  to  the  ifland  Salfet,  which  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  mainland  by  a  branch  of 
the  fea,  in  fome  places  extremely  narrow, 
and  is  only  two  leagues  in  breadth  where  I 
pafîed  it.  It  is  detached  from  the  ifland  of 
Bombay  by  another  little  arm  of  the  fea, 
which  the  Englifh  deferters  eafily  fwim 
acrofs  in  their  way  to  the  Marratta  forts  of 
Varfova  and  Bandora.  Salfet  is  eight 
leagues  in  breadth  ;  and  being  covered  with 
the  mango,  and  other  fruit-trees,  which 
bear  abundance  of  little  fragrant  blofToms, 
is  much  more  pleafant  than  the  mainland; 
but  its  gardens  are  few,  and  the  foil  not 
fertile. 

I  dwelt  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  ifland, 
at  a  town  named  Pary,  and  only  at  a  fhort 
diftance  from  Malart.  This  lafb  place  is 
the  refidence  of  an  Avaldor,  deputy  to  the 
foubadar  or  governor  of  the  province, 
who  lives  in  a  kind  of  fortrefs,  called  Tana, 
about  five  leagues  diflant.  Pary  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  fountain  and  two  refervoirs, 
garnifhed  with  magnificent  trees,  and  is 
placed  in  a  moil  agreeable  and  rural  Actua- 
tion, ' 
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tion.  Here  I  made  acquaintance  with 
feveral  Bramins,  from  whom  I  received  in 
many  instances  much  kindnefs  and  civility. 

The  Marratta  provinces  are  under  the 
fupreme  authority  of  Puna,  but  are  ad- 
miniftered  by  governors,  who  delegate  their 
power  to  commandants  within  their  refpec- 
tive  jurifdiftions.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Avaldor  or  commandant  to  collect  the 
taxes,  and  in  general  to  execute  the  orders 
of  the  foubadar,  by  means,  if  neceflary,  of 
an  armed  force  confirming  of  a  body  of  fea- 
poys. 

Property  in  land  is  not  transferable  as  in 
Europe,  but  remains  veftedexclufively  in  the 
fovereign,  who  farms  it  to  the  peafantry,  and 
receives  a  rent  in  kind,  which  has  continued 
fixed  from  time  immemorial  at  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  crop.  This  rent  paid  to  the 
ftate  is  extremely  moderate  ;  and  in  order 
to  encourage  the  induftry  of  the  colomby, 
or  farmer,  who  forms  a  caft  by  himfelf,  he 
is  allowed  certain  chiefs,  whofe  bufmefs  it 
is  to  protect  him  in  all  the  rights  of  his 
order.  Other  public  burdens  are  very  in- 
confiderable,  not  exceeding  the  annual  fum 
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of  five  livres   a  family.      As  a  particular 
encouragement  to  gardening,  whatever  por- 
tion of  ground  the  farmer  choofes  to  employ 
in  this  manner  he  poffeiTes  rent-free  for  the 
fpace    of  ten   years,  at   the  expiration  of 
which  period  he  pays  to  the  circar,  that 
is  government,  a  third  part  of  the  produce. 
The  foubadar  is  a  kind  of  farmer  general, 
who  becomes  bound  to  the  fovereign  in  a 
certain  fum  for  all  the  taxes  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  then   collects   them   from   the 
peafantry  in  the  beffc  manner  he  can.     The 
farmer,  however,  is  in  little  danger  of  being 
oppreifed,  on   account  of  the  power  and 
confequence  of  his  chief,  who  is  appointed 
by  the  ftate  exprefsly  for  his  protection. 
The  public  repairs  of  the  province  of  every 
defcription,  and  the  purveyance  of  the  go- 
vernor's houfehold,  are  fervices  performed 
by  the  people  of  whatever  religion  or  fex  j 
for  which,  however,  they  receive  a  fmall 
gratuity. 

Towards  the  end  of  January  1770,  after 
making  a  confiderable  fray  on  this  ifland, 
having  learned  that  a  lhip  belonging  to 
the   French    Eaft  India  company,   called 

The 
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The  Indian,  anchored  at  Surat,  I  was  de- 
firous  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  my  friends  in  Europe.  Departing, 
therefore,  from  Salfet,  I  arrived  in  five  days 
at  Danou,  whence  it  is  eafy  to  have  letters 
conveyed  to  the  city  of  Surat;  and  as  I 
returned  by  BafTan,  I  had  a  fécond  oppor- 
tunity of  admiring  the  fimple  but  civilized 
and  well-regulated  manners  of  the  natives. 
In  the  genius  of  the  inhabitants,  however, 
there  are  certain  fhades  of  difference,  chiefly 
«irifing  from  the  variety  of  religious  opi- 
nions tolerated  and  exercifed  in  the  coun- 
try. The  Portuguefe,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  are  vain  and  indolent  ;  the  Ma- 
hometans, with  all  their  fimplicity,  are 
haughty,  and  ever  prone  to  conceive  them- 
felves  of  a  condition  luperior  to  other  men  ; 
the  Perlians,  or  Gucbres  as  they  are  fome- 
times  called,  are  an  active  and  induitrious 
people  ;  while  the  Gentoos,  and  above  all 
the  Bramins,  are  of  unaffected  fimple 
manners,  gentle,  regular,  and  temperate  in 
the  whole  conduct  of  their  lives.  Although 
all  public  offices  center  in  the  call  of  the 
Bramins,  they   are  peculiarly   affable   and 

conde- 
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condefcending  ;  infomuch  that  I  am  fa- 
tisfied  they  are  ftrangers  to  a  phrafe  fuffi- 
ciently  intelligible  in  the  nations  of  Europe, 
I  mean  infolence  of  office.  The  different 
chambers  of  adminiftration,  as  well  as 
the  courts  of  juftice,  are  open  to  the 
infpection  of  the  public  ;  while  thofe  who 
prefide  over  them  are  equally  acceffible  to 
the  pooreft  peafant  with  men  of  the  firrl 
diftinction.  Here  the  foubadar  exercifes 
all  the  functions  of  his  office  in  perfon; 
and  I  have  feen  him,  on  different  occafions, 
with  no  other  robe  than  a  linen  covering 
tied  round  his  loins,  feated  with  his  legs 
acrofs  on  a  carpet,  writing  on  his  knees, 
or  listening  with  great  attention  and  hu- 
manity to  the  various  fuits  before  him.  It 
was  difficult  for  me  to  affociate  this  affoniffi- 
ing  fimplicity  and  benignity  of  character 
with  the  authority  and  importance  of  a  fove- 
reign;  or  to  connect  in  my  mind  the  no- 
tion of  an  extenfive  population,  a  highly 
cultivated  country,  a  numerous  army,  forts, 
garrifons,  circumilances  all  expreffive  of  a 
large,  civilized,  and  opulent  kingdom,  with 

the 
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the  innocent  and  inoffenfive  administration 
of  its  rulers. 

Upon    my    firft    arrival   at    Salfet,   the 
deputy  foubadar,  after  receiving  me  in  the 
beft  manner,  took  occafion  to  obferve,  that 
as  Europeans  were  men  of  a  fiery  and  tur- 
bulent character,  he  would  be  glad  to  be 
informed    who  was  to  become  furety  for 
my  good  behaviour  while  I  remained  in  the 
country.      I    anfwered,    that    in    ordinary 
cafes,  the  maxims  of  our  police  required  no 
other  pledge  of  a  man's   obedience  to   the 
laws,  than  his  perfon  and  property.     He 
replied,   that  a  ferocity  of  mind,   peculiar 
to     Europeans,     and    wholly    incompati- 
ble with  the  mild  genius  of  the    natives, 
had  obliged  him  to  difmifs  fome  of  them 
from  the  country  ;    but   that   to   have   re- 
courfe   to  their  perfons  or   property  was  a 
procefs  which   muft  be  attended  with  too 
much    trouble   and   inconvenience.      The 
fact  was,  that  a  few  determined  Europeans, 
in  a  late  inftance,  had  put  a  large  body  of 
fepoys  to  flight,  and,  elated  by  their  fuccefs, 
proceeded  to  take  po.Teffion  of  feveral  vil- 
lages.    Europeans  are  apt  to  entertain  the 
8  falfe 
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falfe  idea,  that  they  never  can  do  enough 
in  fupport  of  their  national  character  for 
bravery,  and  hence  are  fometimes  betrayed 
into  the  mofl  unwarrantable  excelles  ;— 
while,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  were  thefe 
ferocious  Europeans,  fo  fupcrior  to  the 
JVloors  of  India,  to  be  placed  in  any  pro- 
vince of  the  Ottoman  empire,  by  fome  un- 
accountable fatality  we  mould  prefently  find 
them  the  inferiors  of  the  fame  people,  I 
mean  the  Moors  of  Turky. 

This  gentle  difpofition  of  the  natives  of 
India  is  probably  owing  in  a  great  degree  to 
femperance,andatotal  abftinence  from  animal 
food.    The  common  ufe  of  this  diet,  in  the 
bulk  of  other  nations  in  the  world,  has  I 
believe  exalted  the  natural  tone  of  their 
parlions  ;   and  I  can  account  upon  no  other 
principle  for  the  ilrong  harih  features  of  Muf- 
fulmen  and  Chriflians,  compared  with  the 
fmall  trait,  and  placid  afpeel:  of  the  Gentoo. 
Whoever  has   not    had  an   opportunity  of 
making  this  comparifon,  may  find  it  dif- 
ficult to  underftand  what  is  meant  by  this 
relative  coarfenefs  of  feature  ;    but   in  the 
part  of  India  where  I  now  reiide  it  would 
he  eafy  to  illuftrate  it  in  many  in  fiances, 

by 
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by  only  placing  together  two  natives  of  the 
fame  province. 

The  manner  of  life  led  by  a  Bramin 
may,  I  have  no  doubt,  contribute  likewife  to 
the  fame  effect.  His  relidence  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  feldom  within  the  walls, 
of  a  great  town,  is  placed  in  the  midft  of 
extenfive  gardens  ;  and  this,  by  the  bye, 
is  the  true  reafon  why  the  fea-coaft  all  the 
way  from  Trapore  is  bordered  with  garden- 
ground;  and  hence  too  the  very  populous 
ifate  of  that  part  of  the  country;  whilft  at 
Baffan,  a  large  and  well-fortified  city, 
I  met  only  with  military  men,  whofe 
families  were  in  the  country.  Now  this 
retired  and  half  iblitary  life  of  the  Bramin. 
deprives  him  of  none  of  the  innocent  plea- 
fures  of  fociety  ;  but  it  exempts  him  from 
a  thoufand  difagreeable  and  painful  in- 
cidents, unavoidable  to  thofe  who  live 
within  the  gates  of  a  city.  The  perpetual 
verdure  of  his  retreat  ;  the  prefence  of  his 
trees  and  his  flocks  ;  an  intire  freedom  from 
the  irkfome  ceremony  infeparable  from 
great  fbcieties,  whereby  a  man  often  finds 
himfelf  hampered  even  in  his  own  family; 

thefe, 
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thefe,  in  fine,  and  other  circumftances,  all 
tending  to  lead  man  back  to  his  firft  and 
natural  ftate,  may  account  for  that  benign 
temper  of  mind,  as  well  as  for  thofe  pecu- 
liarities of  feature,  obfervable  in  the  Bra- 
min. 

Their  laws  are  the  refult  of  a  truly  meek 
and  moral  intellect,  and  I  am  told  are  ex- 
cellently calculated  to  cherifh  and  cultivate 
fimilar  difpofitions  in  the  people.  Profef- 
fing  myfelf,  however,  but  little  converfant 
in  the  Gentoo  code,  I  mall  mention  only  a 
very  few  of  their  political  inftitutions  : — ■ 
Whoever  refufes  to  pay  a  tax  impofed  by 
the  authority  of  the  public,  is  liable  to  be 
charged  with  a  double  rate,  but  is  never 
on  this  account  fubjedled  to  corporal  pu- 
nimment,  that  being  referved  for  the  vio- 
lations of  man's  natural  rights  :  murder  and 
aiTaffination  are  punimed  with  death;  fe- 
çLuction  in  either  fex  with  the  forfeiture  of 
liberty,  and  the  lofs  of  one  eye;  robbery  with 
the  amputation  of  one  hand,  and  perpetual 
flavery  j — thefe  judicious  laws  render  it  very 
feldom  neceffary  for  the  magiflrate  to  ex- 
act penalties  of  a  fanguinary  nature.     The 

principle 
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principle  of  the  political  and  moral  regular 
tions  of  the  Bramins  is  to  allure  man  to  his 
native  innocence  and  fimplicity,  to  engage 
him  to  conform  his  actions  to  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  his  nature,  and  efpecially  to  abftain 
from  whatever  may  have  a  tendency  to  ir- 
ritate or  inflame  his  parlions.  This  is  the 
great  object  of  the  divine  law;  and  mould 
the  wifdom  of  man  try  to  accomplish, 
more,  the  experiment  will  unavoidably 
fail.  I  am  likewife  of  opinion  that  the 
darling  men  in  différent  cafls  is  an  infti- 
tution  formed  to  produce  the  moil:  pure 
and  genuine  manners. 

Many  of  the  obfervations  I  made  in  the 
illand  Samar  I  found  not  only  applicable 
to  this  country,  but  even  illuftrated  and 
confirmed  by  the  lives  of  the  Bramins, 
men  whom,  except  in  matters  of  religious 
opinion,  I  was  in  ail  refpecls  ambitious  to 
imitate.  Like  my  neighbour  Bramin,  my 
refidence  was  in  the  midfl  of  a  large  and 
beautiful  garden,  in  which  my  hours  glid- 
ed fmoothly  on  in  one  quiet  and  uniform 
tenor.  Rice,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  gather- 
ed and  dreffed  with  my  own  hands,  a  diet 

to 
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to  which  my  ftomach  had  been  long  ao 
cuftomed,  adminiftered  to  my  daily  fubfif- 
tence.  My  travels  had  given  occafion  to 
an  extreme  heat  of  blood,  an  incifpofition 
I  was  at  pains  to  remove  by  drinking  rice- 
broth,  which,  properly  dreifed,  is  equally 
palatable  with  the  fîneft  milk.  Two  pie- 
ces of  cotton  cloth,  the  one  a  covering  to 
my  loins,  and  the  other  thrown  over  my 
fhoulders,  compofed  my  ordinary  drefs.  I 
allowed  my  beard  to  grow  in  imitation  of  the 
higheft  caft,  and  like  them  generally  walked 
abroad  with  my  head  uncovered  and  my 
feet  bare.  In  fituations  of  any  ceremony 
I  appeared  in  my  full  drefs,  which  con- 
liiled  in  a  long  white  robe  girt  round  the 
waift  in  the  manner  of  the  Marrattas  ;  and 
with  a  turban  and  fandals,  in  the  Moorim 
fafhion.  My  time  was  employed  chiefly  in 
reading,  walking,  and  cultivating  my  gar- 
den. A  few  goats  and  fome  poultry, 
which  I  found  means  to  procure  in  the 
neighbourhood,  contributed  to  my  amufè- 
ment  ;  and  I  occanonally  made  vifits  in 
the  adjacent  villages.  Agreeably  to  the 
manners  of  the  country,  I  paffed  the  night 

on 
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on  a  mat  of  reeds,  whofe  cool  and  tem- 
perate effecT:  afforded  me  the  moil  falu- 
tary  and  refreshing  repofe. 

This  courfe  of  life,  which  I  purfued 
with  much  fatisfaétion  for  a  confiderable 
time,  was  fo  analogous  to  the  manners  of 
the  Gentoo,  and  fo  different  from  thofe 
of  an  European,  that  it  foon  procured  me 
the  credit  and  reputation  of  a  mod  fincere 
penitent.  The  Bramin,  as  well  as  the 
Christian,  began  to  regard  me  with  an 
eye  of  veneration.  I  was  vifited,  invited 
to  all  entertainments,  and  every  body 
feemed  ambitious  of  my  acquaintance.  I 
received  prefents  of  the  choicer!  fruits 
from  the  neighbouring  gardens;  and,  in 
fhort,  came  to  be  erfeemed  a  moil  devout 
man,  who  was  employed  in  expiating  his 
iins  by  the  rigorous  aufterities  of  a  new  life. 
But,  alas  !  my  virtues  were  far  from  me- 
riting the  high  encomiums  they  received; 
and  I  was  in  the  painful  and  humilia- 
ting ûtuation  of  a  man  who  muft  hear 
himfelf  praifed  for  certain  good  or  great 
qualities,  which  he  is  inwardly  confcious 
he  does  not  pofïèfs. 

Vol.  IL  E  I  had 
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I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  feized  with 
a  diforder  named  fernas,  pretty  common 
m  this  country,  which  is  accompanied  with 
large  puftules  on  the  body  and  hands. 
Thofe  on  the  fingers  occafioned  me  tlie 
lofs  of  four  of  my  nails.  At  the  end  of 
twenty  days,  after  having  tried  various  re- 
medies in  ufe  among  the  people,  finding 
myfelf  frill  greatly  indifpofed,  I  fet  out  for 
Surat,  hoping  to  receive  more  benefit  from 
the  medical  fidll  of  the  capital.  The  fa- 
tigue of  the  journey,  change  of  air,  and, 
above  all,  the  advantage  of  fea-bathing, 
difcharged  my  pimples  -r  and  I  began  to 
find  myfelf  confiderably  better. 

Five  months  had  now  elapfed  fince  I 
came  to  refide  in  the  country,  during 
which  period  I  went  frequently  abroad, 
and  made  excurnons  in  all  directions,  with- 
out meeting  with  the  fmalleft  danger.  The 
civil  reception  I  every  where  experienced 
from  the  inhabitants,  I  am  inclined  to  im- 
pute partly  to  my  complexion,  which  fa- 
tigue and  the  influence  of  hot  climates  had 
rendered  limilar  to  their  own,  and  partly  to 
my  drefs>  which  was  entirely  accommo- 
dated 
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dated  to  the  tafte  of  the  natives.  The 
only  language  in  which  I  could  make  my- 
felf  underftood  was  that  of  the  Portuguefe, 
which,  though  fomewhat  in  ufe  in  the 
country,  is  far  from  being  generally  fpo- 
ken;  hence,  on  various  occalions,  I  was 
taken  for  a  Hindoo.  In  all  fituations, 
however,  I  was  equally  the  object  of  con- 
fidence and  hofpitality.  It  is  evident,  the 
crimes  of  theft  and  robbery  muft  be  ex- 
tremely rare,  fince,  in  the  courfe  of  Co 
many  months,  a  lingle  inftance  of  either 
did  not  come  within  the  compafs  of  my 
knowledge  ;  and  though  I  was  on  different 
occalions  three  or  four  days  from  home, 
when,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  the  door  of  my  cottage  was  left 
open,  I  never  had  the  flighteft  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  a  ftranger  had  croffed  the 
threshold  in  my  abience. 

In  thofe  countries,  I  have  obferved, 
where  the  people  are  nearly  upon  a  foot- 
ing in  point  of  property,  the  private  rights 
of  individuals  are  leaff.  liable  to  be  in- 
vaded; for,  by  this  means,  a  certain  de- 
scription of  evil  propenfities,  which  grow 
E  2  out 
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out  of  arbitrary  diftinctions,  and  increafa 
in     violence    with     the     unequal     diftri- 
bution  of  property,  are   evidently  preclu- 
ded. 

I  was  at  Pardy  the  day  of  the  carnival  of 
the  Gentoos  who,  on  this  occafion  run  about 
the  ftreets,  dufted  over  in  their  faces  and 
cloaths  with  powder  of  different  colours. 
Dancing  to  every  infiniment  of  noife,  and 
imparting  to  all  who  come  in  their  way  the 
fame  ridiculous  appearance  with  them- 
felves,  feemed  to  be  the  chief  objects  of 
their  amufement.  Next  day  I  lodged  at 
Naufary,  in  the  gardens  of  a  rich  Perfian, 
who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  hofpitality,  has 
erected  a  magnificent  tent  in  the  midft  of 
a  beautiful  parterre,  for  the  reception  and 
entertainment  of  ftrangers.  On  the  en- 
fuing  day,  being  the  19th  March,  I  ar- 
rived at  Surat,  and  alighted  at  the  French 
factory.  I  embraced  the  conful's  obliging 
offer  of  accommodation  in  his  family;  and 
waited  a  whole  month  for  the  failing  of  a 
Mooriih  veffel,  which  an  eminent  mer- 
chant of  Surat  was  equipping  for  the  trade 
of  BafTora.  By  this  means  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity  of  obtaining  a  more  perfect  know- 
ledge of  this  harbour,  by  far  the  moil  con- 
iiderable  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  natives. 
The  commerce  of  European  nations  in 
India  was  formerly  confined  to  a  few  fac- 
tories at  this  port  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion, 
it  would  have  been  fortunate  for  both 
parties  had  there  exifled  in  convenient  fi- 
xations on  the  Indian  coaft,  other  fuch 
coniiderable  cities  as  Surat*  The  power 
of  the  Indian  princes,  in  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  would  have  operated  with  more  ef- 
fect, and  might  have  checked  that  fpirit 
of  conqueft  in  Europeans,  which,  partly 
owing  to  the  calamities  infeparable  from  war, 
but  chiefly  to  the  fad  diminution  it  occa- 
sions in  the  induflry  of  the  people,  mult,  al- 
ways prove  difaflrous  to  the  proper  views  of 
a  trading  company.  The  commerce  of 
Canton  has  been  uniformly  carried  on 
nearly  upon  the  fame  terms  with  all  na- 
tions whatever;  and  itill  the  Chinefe  trade 
continues  to  maintain  its  ground  in  a  man- 
ner advantageous  both  to  the  native  and 
foreigner,  a  fact  which  I  confider  as  an  il- 
E  3  luftratipn 
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Iuftration  and   proof  of  the  truth  of  my 
opinion. 

Surat  ftands  in  a.  large  and  fertile  plain, 
with  few  trees,  particularly  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  river,  and  commands  a  view  of  the 
Oppofite  grounds.     The  ftreets  are  of  con- 
fiderable   breadth  ;    but  aukwardly  form- 
ed,  miferably  paved,   and,  from  the  vari-» 
ous  industry  of  a  crouded  population,  ex- 
tremely inconvenient.       The  houfes    are 
large  and  ftrong  buildings,  in  good  taile, 
and  well  fuited  to  the  climate  -,  though  with 
very  little  outwardly  to  recommend  them. 
The  public  markets  of  every  denomination 
are  well  fupplied  with  all  the  neceffaries 
and  comforts  of  life.     The  incredible  num- 
ber of  flaves  and  fepoys,  it  being  compe- 
tent to  every  individual  to  have  as  many 
armed  men  in  his  fervice  as  he  cana^brd 
to  pay  -,  and  the  confiant  repair  of  coaches 
and  palanquins,  imprefs  the  mind  of  a  ftran- 
ger  with  a  high  idea  of  the  affluence  of  the 
people.     The  cabriole,  but  in  the  Moorifh 
tafte,  is  as  common  at  Surat  as  is  that  ve- 
hicle in  the  ftreets  of  London  or  Paris  $ 
and,  as  it  is  drawn  by  oxen  trained  to  go 

at 
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at  a  gallop,  is  equally  convenient  and 
expeditious  :  the  pole  and  ftraps  of  the 
carriage  are  ol  bamboo,  and  have  all  the 
elafticity  of  our  main-braces.  The  gardens 
are  many  and  beautiful.  The  harbour 
is  greatly  frequented;  and  the  mips  built 
in  their  dock-yards  are  of  a  flrong  and 
folid  conduction.  The  trade  of  Surat, 
ftill  very  extenfive,  has,  however,  been 
much  impaired  by  certain  impolitic  regu- 
lations introduced  by  the  nabob,  at  the 
inftigation  of  the  Engliflu 

This  being  the  great  mart  for  the  im- 
menfe  produce  of  one  of  the  richeft  and 
moft  extenfive  parts  of  India,  the  quantity 
and  variety  of  merchandize  difplayed  in 
the  warehoufes  are  aftonitliing  to  a  Gran- 
ger. Befides  the  European  factories,  there 
are  here  numbers  of  Moorifh,  Perfian,  and 
Gentoo  merchants  ;  and,  in  order  that  the 
reader  may  have  an  idea  of  a  merchant  of 
Surat,  I  fhall  juft  mention  the  proprietor 
of  the  fliip  on  board  of  which  I  had  taken 
a  partage  for  BafTora.  His  trade,  it  is  pro- 
per to  obferve,  had  decreafed  to  lefs  than 
one  half  of  what  it  had  been  formerly  ;  but 

E  4.  he 
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lie  was  ftill  owner  of  ten  large  armed  vef- 
fels,  which  he  lets  out  in  freight  to  the 
Englifh.  From  his  flaves  he  obtains  agents 
and  fupercargoes  for  his  factories  abroad, 
and  fometimes  captains  and  officers  for  the 
veffels  he  equips  and  employs  on  his  own 
account.  His  fhips,  as  well  as  his  factory 
at  Baffora,  difplay  his  flag;  and  he  pof- 
feffes  in  fovereignty  a  confiderable  ifland  in 
the  Euphrates.  His  commercial  opera- 
tions extend  over  the  whole  Indian  coaft, 
from  China  to  Baffora.  In  his  family  are 
at  leaft  a  hundred  ilaves  of  fome  distinction, 
who  have  Ilaves  under  them.  I  faw  him 
on  a  day  of  unufual  ceremony,  when  he 
appeared  mounted  on  an  elephant,  and, 
befides  a  long  train  of  dependants  on  foot, 
was  attended  by  a  numerous  company  of 
his  own  relations  on  horfeback,  and  in 
palanquins.  Two  hundred  of  his  fepoys 
led  the  van,  while  a  large  collection  of  mu- 
iical  inftruments,  braying  intolerable  dif- 
fonance,  clofed  the  rear  -,  a  procefTion 
which,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  better 
iuited  the  emperor  of  Java  than  a  dealer 
in  callicoes  at  Surat. 

I  attended 
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I  attended  the  commemoration  of  Abra- 
ham's facrifice,  or  the  Courbanbeyran,  a 
fblemnity  to  which  the  extraordinary  pomp 
of  the  Indian  grandees  in  their  attendance 
on  the  nabob  to  his  mofque,  the  incredible 
number  of  troops,  the  bands  of  mulic,  the 
fplendour  of  equipages  and  robes,  and  the 
immenfe  croud  of  fpectators  affembled  from 
all  quarters,  gave  peculiar  grandeur  and 
magnificence.  His  highnefs  was  efcorted 
by  five  or  fix  thouiand  fepoys,  and  a  consi- 
derable train  of  artillery,  whilil  between  him 
and  his  mufti  the  Englifh  counfellors,  with 
a  body  of  the  company's  troops,  took  dif- 
tinguifhed  precedence. 

Here  it  is  fome times  difficult  to  fay  in 
which  of  thefe  powers,  the  Englifh,  the 
Marrattas,  or  the  nabob,  the  fupreme  au- 
thority is  vefled  ;  hence,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
travels,  I  have  never  met  with  fuch  numbers 
of  armed  men  in  any  other  city  in  the  world. 
The  Englifh  are  in  pofTemon  of  the  caftle 
and  certain  gates,  the  nabob  is  nominally 
matter  of  the  city,  and  the  Marrattas,  who 
claim  a  kind  of  tribute  annually  from  the 
inhabitants,  have  two  gates  and  a  large 
body  of  troops  -,  but,  from   this   auk  ward 

coilifion 
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collifion  of  divided  authority,  there  frequenU 
ly  arifes  much  public  violence  and  diforder, 
I  conclude  thefe  obfervations  on  Surat,  the 
grandeur  of  which,though  in  a  ftile  extreme- 
ly different  from  all  that  I  have  ever  feen  of 
the  fame  kind  in  Europe,  contains,  how- 
ever, fomething  peculiarly  magnificent,  and 
impofing  on  the  imagination. 

CHAP,    III, 

Voyage  from  Sur  at  to  Baffora,  Mafcate  in 
Arabia  Felix,  Bender  Aboucheir  in  Perjia  1 
my  Abode  at  Baffora* 

tN  the  20th  of  April  we  fet  fail  for 
Baffora,  in  company  with  an  armed 
Englifh  veffel,  which  ferved  us  for  a  pilot 
and  convoy  to  the  mouth  of  the  gulph» 
She  was  deffined  to  fcour  the  coafts  of  the 
Sindys  and  Chamcbas,  not  of  Marratta  pi- 
rates, as  is  commonly  fuppofed.  The  good 
government  of  the  Marratta  tribes,  and  par- 
ticularly their  unremitting  induftry  to  re- 
prefs  the  progrefs  of  piracy  in  thofe  feas, 
by  means  of  forts  and  cruizers,  to  which 
even  the  Portuguefe  flag  owes  its  protec- 
tion, render  it  extremely  improbable  that 

thç 
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the  freebooters  who  moleft  the  Malabar 
coaft,  and  who  are  generally  called  Mar- 
ratta  pirates,  actually  belong  to  thofe 
ftates.  It  is  poflible,  indeed,  that  they 
defcend  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
Marratta  dominions  ;  but  in  this  cafe,  un- 
owned and  unencouraged  by  that  govern- 
ment, they  fkulk  under  the  flag  of  little 
difafTected  princes,  who  are  very  frequent 
on  thofe  coaft  s . 

Being  to  touch  at  Mafcate,  and  as  the 
S.  W.  winds  were  faft  approaching,  and 
the  direction  of  the  current  bore  towards 
the  coaft  of  Sindys  or  Diu,  we  fleered 
weft  ward,  and  made  land  on  a  low  and 
fandy  more,  S.  W.  of  the  Refulgat  moun- 
tains. We  then  coafted  northward,  and 
dropped  anchor  at  Mafcate,  after  a  paffage 
of  thirteen  days.  Berides  a  large  and  ex- 
cellent road,  there  is  here  a  very  good  har- 
bour, in  which  we  found  four  fathom  and 
a  half  of  water.  The  high  mountains  of 
the  coaft  and  adjacent  illands,  by  which 
the  harbour  is  formed,  cover  it  from  the 
winds,  and  protect  it  in  all  feafons  from  the 
\nconvenience  of  a  rolling  fea.     S.  W.  from 

the 
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the  heights  of  cape  Refulgat,  and  on  that 
part  of  the  coaft  where  we  went  on  fhore, 
is  another  port  ;  but  it  is  only  frequented 
by  the  Arabs,  the  Abyffinians,  and  the 
trade  of  the  Red  Sea.  Mafcate  is  with- 
out the  flreights  of  Ormus,  and  confe- 
quently  in  a  moft  favourable  fituation  for 
trade.  Henee  it  ferves  as  an  emporium 
for  the  commerce  of  Indus,  whofe  ftreights 
are  liable  to  be  frequently  rough  and  tern- 
peftuous;  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  Perfian 
gulph,  whofe  navigation  is  much  more  te^ 
dious  and  uncertain  than  that  of  the  Indian 
fea. 

Our  pilot,  though  an  Indian  moor,  was 
a  man  of  good  capacity  ;  he  fettled  with 
great  facility  the  fhip's  courfe,  but  by  rules 
different  from  ours,  which  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  explain  :  he  gave  his  orders  with 
much  compofure  and  preciiion  ;  and  guid- 
ed the  veifel  by  charts,  which  he  himfelf 
had  drawn  of  the  Chinefe  gulph  of  Ben- 
gal and  Perfia.  Had  the  natural  talents  of 
this  Moor  been  cultivated  by  the  fcience  of 
mathematics,  and  had  he  pofTerTed  in  a 
higher  degree,  the  enterprize  of  a  European 

navigator, 
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navigator,   I  am  fatisfied  he  would   have 
made  an  excellent  feaman. 

I  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  going 
afhore,  and  met  with  a  native  of  Hifpahan 
who  acted  as   aeent  for  French  affairs  in 
this  city.     The  Arabian  populace  have  ge- 
nerally been   reprefented  as  a  wicked  and 
licentious    race  of  men  -,  a  report  which, 
as  I  went  about  in  town  and  country,  in 
an  European  drefs,  without  meeting  with 
the  fmalleft.  disturbance,  my  own  experU 
ence  by  no  means  warrants   me   to  con- 
firm.    In  this  town,  which,  by  the  bye,  is 
miferably  built,  I  faw  a  number  of  fine  gar- 
dens ;  befides  trefoil,  and  as  many  vegetables 
as  a  fcanty  foil,  lying  among  barren  rocks, 
may   be   expected    to   produce,    there   are 
here  dates,  apricots,  and  fig-trees,  both  of 
India  and  Europe.     They  have   roots  and 
vegetables  equal  to  the  confumption  of  the 
inhabitants  as  well  as  Grangers.     This  port 
is  'frequented    by  (hipping   from   the   dif- 
ferent countries  of  India  ;  but  particularly 
by  fuch  as   are  employed   in   the   coafting 
trade  from  Eleatif  all   the  way  to  Ceylon. 
The  quiet  manners  of  the  Arabians  in  this 

city. 
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city,  are  probably  owing  to  tneir  intercourfe 
with  ftrangers,  to  their  being  accuftomed 
to .  mingle  with  people  of  all  religions,  as 
well  as  to  the  good  policy  of  the  Iman  or 
fovereign,  who  is  anxious  to  promote  the 
interefte  of  trade  and  navigation  in  every 
part  of  his  dominions.  Befides,  it  is  ftill 
recollected  that  this  country  once  belong- 
ed to  the  Portuguefe,  and  that  forcible 
means  have  occafionally  been  employed  to 
controul  the  reftlefs  humour  of  the  na- 
tives; and  hence  the  reafon,  I  prefume, 
why  Europeans  experience  a  degree  of 
confideration  here,  which  they  do  not  en- 
joy in  any  other  part  of  Arabia.  The  Iman 
is  too  feniible  to  the  advantages  of  their 
commerce,  to  difcourage  their  entering  his 
harbour;  but  he  is  alfo  jealous  of  their  con- 
duct, and  too  cautious  of  his  own  fecurity 
to  permit  them  to  fettle  in  his  town.  He 
knows,  that  although  Mafcate  is  fltuated 
on  the  mainland  of  Arabia,  it  is,  however, 
in  a  manner  infulated  from  the  continent 
by  very  high  and  inaccemble  mountains, 
and  therefore  trembles  at  the  thought  of 
admitting  an  European  colony  within  the 
•f  walls 
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Walls  of  a  city,  which  has  no  communica- 
tion with  his  other  dominions,  except  by 
a  narrow  pafs  among  fteep  and  rugged 
rocks,  where  a  handful  of  men  might  eafily 
itop  the  progrefs  of  a  whole  army. 

Thelman  of  this  kingdom  affects  to  be  the 
only  real  defcendant  of  Mahomet,  and  there- 
fore wears  a  blue  infteadof  the  green  turban, 
which  is  worn  by  the  cheiks  of  Turky. 
He  is  fovereign  of  an  extenfive  country,  and 
refides  in  his  capital,  fituated  behind  lofty 
and  arid  mountains,  at  five  days  journey 
from  Mafcate.  Faffing  the  mountains  of 
Mafcate,  the  traveller  defcends  into  a  vaft 
plain  covered  with  date  trees,  interfperfed 
with  herds  of  cattle  and  fruitful  fields,  and 
cultivated  by  a  people  of  civil  and  oblig- 
ing manners.  Such  is  the  information,  at 
leaft,  which  I  received  from  a  French  factor. 
Who,  in  order  to  avoid  the  heat  of  Maf- 
cate, which  the  reflection  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  the  fcarcity  of  rain  in  the  dry 
feafony  render  almoft.  uninhabitable,  is 
ufed  to  pafs  the  iummer  months  in  that 
country.  Rain  never  falls  «ftener  in  this 
part  of  the  world  than  four  or  perhaps  five 
times  in  the  year, 

In 
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In  thofe  regions  the  bulk  of  the  inhabi- 
tants live  chiefly  on  dates  and  milk,  con- 
verted into  a  very  dry  fubftance,  with  the 
appearance  of  little  flint  flones  ;  which, 
however,  being  again  dhTolved,  affords  a 
kind  of  acid,  but  refreshing  liquor.  The 
environs  of  Mafcate,  which  are  extremely 
confined  by  their  contiguity  to  thefe  high 
naked  mountains,  produce  nothing  but  a 
fmall  quantity  of  vegetables.  From  the  fea 
coafl,  however,  they  are  well  mpplied  in 
fiili,  while  all  other  articles  neceilary  for 
iubliitence  are  imported  either  by  fea  from 
Sindys  andPerlia,  or  upon  the  backs  of  mules 
from  the  interior  parts  of  the  country. 

I  obferved  both  at  Batavia  and  Surat, 
that  the  Afiatic  women,  efpecially  Maho- 
metan, appear  very  feldom  abroad.  At 
Surat,  the  perfons  as  well  as  faces  of  the 
fex  are  covered  with  a  veil  ;  but  at  Maf- 
cate thefe  oriental  manners  are  obfèrved 
with  fuch  extreme  rigour,  that  not  even  in 
a  mop  or  public  market  is  an  Arabian  fe- 
male to  be  feen.  During  my  abode  in 
this  city  I  did  not  obierve  an  individual  of 
the  moil  amiable  part  of  our  fpecies,  three 

negroes 
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negroe  flaves  excepted,  and  they  were  wrap- 
ped up  in  large  linen  cloaks. 

Having  fpent  feveral  days  at  this  port, 
one  of  the  moil  commercial  in  Arabia  Felix, 
we  got  a  pilot  for  the  Perfian  Gulph,  and 
after  weighing  anchor  flood  for  the  Streights 
of  Onnus  :  we  came  in  view  of  them  in 
the  fpace  of  two  days;  but  as  the  wind  blew 
from  the  N.  W.  frefh  and  fqually,  in  order 
to  clear  the  iiles  of  Ormus  and  Mamouth 
Salem  we  were  obliged  to  keep  tacking  for 
feveral  days. 

The  tenor  of  a  high  rolling  fea  preva- 

lent  in  the  .Streights  of  Ormus,  has  given 

rife  "to  a  very  lingular  cuftom  practifed  by 

the  Indian  mariners.     On  a  certain  day  of 

the  year  they  conftrucT:,  as  a  prdfent  for  and 

in  order  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  Mamouth 

Salem,  a  fmall  veiTel,  which  upon  entering 

the  Streights  they  launch  into  the  waves,  fa- 

tisfied  that  by  this  fymbolical  ihipwreck  they 

elude  the  fury  of  that    vengeance  which 

was  pointed  againft  themfelves.     To   this 

rite  of  fuperftition  fucceeds  a  mock  naval 

engagement,  in  which  the  brave  exertions 

of  the  natives  to  defend  the  entrance  to 

Vol.  II%  F  their 
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their  feas  againft  the  invafions  of  the  ene- 
my, are  meant  to  be  reprefented  -,  when  the 
former,  after  difplaying  many  feats  of  heroic 
valour,  are  conftantly  victorious. 

We  foon  difcovered  a  cape  on  the  coafl 
of  Perfia,  which  forms  a  kind  of  elbow,  and 
determines  the  entrance  to  the  Streights. 
I  had  been  told  it  was  ufual  to  fail  imme- 
diately round  it  -,  but  our  pilot  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  and  chofe  to  fland  towards 
the  other  fide,  keeping  at  feveral   leagues 
diflance  from  the  coafl  of  Arabia,     I  can- 
not, however,  give  him  much  credit  for  his 
ability  as  a  fcaman  on  this   occafion,  for 
next  day  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  N.  W. 
and  blew  frefh  with  violent  fqualls  $   we 
were  now  therefore  in  the  feafon   when 
the  N.  W.  winds  prevail  in  the  Perfian 
Gulph,  and  as  they  continue  to  blow  dur- 
ing  the   fummer  months,  the  pafiage  of 
the  Streights  was  become  extremely  preca- 
rious.   We  entered  the  Sound,  which  con- 
tinues all  the  way  to  Banora>  and  having 
difcovered  the  coafl  of  Bender  AbafTy,  a  port 
much  frequented  in  former  times,  we  flood 
along  the  fide  of  a  little  ifland  fituated  S. 
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W.  oîCamron  or Kifmifh,  between  which  two 
places  lies  a  pailage  into  the  Streights.  The 
wind  favouring  us  a  little,  we  coafted  the 
illand  Camron  on  the  fide  next  the  fea.  As 
we  advanced  the  courfe  of  the  current, 
which  iiTuesfrom  the  mouth  of  the  gulph,as 
well  as  the  N.  W.  wind,  which  kept  blow- 
ing all  the  way  to  BafTora,  were  againit.  us. 
We  failed,  therefore,  at  the  diftance  of  only 
five  or  fix  leagues  from  the  coafl  of  Periia, 
in  order  to  keep  as  much  as  pofïible  in  the 
line  of  feparation  between  the  N.  W.  wind 
which  blows  towards  the  coafl;  of  Arabia, 
and  is  efleemed  extremely  unwholefome, 
and  that  ftormy  region  which  lies  along  the 
Perfian  more.  We  had  at  times  favourable 
intervals,  and  continuing  the  fame  courfe  we 
left  three  iflands  towards  the  coaft  of  Ara- 
bia, but  kept  conftantly  at  the  fame  dif- 
tance from  the  fide  of  Perfia,  being  ap- 
prehenfive  of  meeting  with  florins  cr 
calms  under  the  adjacent  mountains. 

I  lived  on  the  beft  terms  with  our 
Moorifh  paifengers,  whofe  meek  and 
peaceable  difpofitions  harmonized  with 
my  own.     They  appeared  fomewhat  fana- 

F  2  tical 
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tical  in  matters  of  religion,  as  indeed  are 
all  MufTulmen  of  great  towns,  but  I  was 
careful  to  give  them  no  offence  in  their 
exercifes,  for  while  they  faid  prayers  and 
read  the  Coran  at  my  lide,  I  made  it  my 
bufinefs  never  to  be  found  between  their 
proftrations  and  the  prophet's  grave  at 
Mecca.  Their  cornplaifant  behaviour  was 
not  confined  to  Mufîulmen,  but  extended 
equally  to  Gentoos,  Chriftians,  and  Jews, 
a  liberality  which  foftened  in  fome  degree 
the  harm  opinion  I  had  been  ufed  to  en- 
tertain of  all  who  had  imbibed  the  haughty 
and  imperious  doctrines  of  Mahomet.  The 
fir  ft  principles  of  that  law,  though  fevere 
and  intolerating  as  to  manners,  are  in  many 
refpects  juft  ;  but  their  fyftem  being  upon 
the  whole  a  tranfcript  of  the  prejudices 
and  narrow  character  of  its  founder,  tends 
to  inculcate  on  the  minds  of  its  votaries  a 
fuperlative  notion  of  high  fuperiority  over 
other  men.  The  friendly  and  fociable  be- 
haviour, therefore,  of  thefe  Moors,  I  would 
refer  partly  to  the  native  character  of  the 
Afiatic,  and  partly  to  the  beft  maxims  and 
inftitutions  of  their  religion. 

We 
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We  had  likewife  twenty  dervifes,  whofe 
deportment  was  in  every  refpect  congenial 
to  their  profemon,  and  engaged  my  fincere 
veneration.  From  their  convention  I  could 
difcover  in  thefe  men  the  founder!:  prin- 
ciples  of  morality,  which  their  painful  fi- 
tuation  on  this  voyage  gave  them  frequent 
occafion  to  exercife.  One  of  their  compa- 
nions lay  on  his  death-bed,a  man,  who  after 
fuffering  extreme  agony,  which  he  bore  with 
great  conftancy  and  refignation,  fhewed  in 
the  peculiarly  mild  and  ferene  effect  of  his 
countenance  at  the  moment  of  his  dilTolu- 
tion,  with  how  little  regret  he  bade  adieu  to 
this  frail  and  miserable  body.  For  the  edi- 
fication of  the  company  during  our  meals, 
the  belt  informed  among  the  dervifes  were 
regularly  invited  by  the  fhip's  officers  to 
read  and  explain  certain  paiîages  of  their 
books  ;  but  thefe  lectures  I  iued  to  find  of  a 
very  tirefome  length.  On  iuch  occafions 
I  enjoyed  the  agreeable  fociety  of  a  Jew, 
a  native  of  Aden,  who  was  not  inferior  to 
any  of  our  pafiengers  in  the  meek  and 
moral  virtues  of  the  Afiatic  ;  and  with 
whom  I  had  much  fatisfactjon  in  difcuf- 

F  3  fing 
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fmg  the  grounds  of  our  different  religious 
opinions. 

The  fhip's  officers  feemed  to  be  of  an  inquL- 
fitive  difpofition,  and  hence,  among  many 
other  queftions,  I  was  afked,  why  the  French 
in  general  were  fo  little  addicted  to  the  fame 
iimple  manner  of  thinking  and  acting  as  my- 
felf  j  whence  that  extreme  impatience  of 
their  native  country,  which  hurried  them 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  amaffing  money, 
and  fpending  it  to  no  manner  of  purpofe  $ 
and  what  pleafure  or  amufement  they  could 
find  in  being  the  inftruments  of  animofity 
and  difienfion  in  all  thofe  nations  which  had 
the  misfortune  of  their  vifits  ?  TheyexprefTed 
much  regret  that  the  Europeans  had  been  fo 
fuccefsful  in  feducing  the  natives  of  Afia 
to  their  intereils  and  views,  the  pernicious 
effects  of  which  they  alledged  were  now 
felt,  when  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  them.  I 
talked  a  great  deal  of  the  glory  of  the 
Grande  Monarque,  and  the  dignity  as  well 
as  fecurity  of  the  flate  :  but  they  could  en- 
tertain no  notion  of  glory,  or  even  of  duty, 
when  fe  pa  rated  from  moral  rectitude,  and 
the  principles  of  a  fimple  and  charitable 

mind. 
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mind.  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  which 
opinion  prevailed  in  point  of  argument; 
but  it  was  evident,  that  though  they  feemed 
extremely  candid  and  open  to  information, 
I  had  not  the  honour  to  bring  them  over  to 
my  fide  of  the  queftion. 

The  Afiatics  in  general  confider  Euro- 
peans as  men  of  reafoning,  rather  than 
reafonable  men;  or  in  other  words,  as  a  race 
of  ingenious  fools  ;  and  in  this  opinion  our 
whole  fhip's  company  feemed  to  concur. 
According  to  them,  in  order  to  form  a 
right  judgment  of  any  thing,  a  man  mould 
affume  the  character  of  a  judge,  diverting 
himfelf  of  all  bias  and  interefr.  whatever 
with  regard  to  the  point  in  difcuffion.  He 
muft  poflefs  the  faculty  of  a  juft  and  lumi- 
nous underftanding,  with  what  they  term 
an  unimpaired  elafticity  of  brain,  requifites 
feldom  to  be  found  in  a  man  of  buiinefs, 
{he  bent  of  whofe  ideas  is  too  much  di- 
rected towards  one  object,  and  never,  they 
contend,  to  be  found  in  an  European,  whofe 
prejudiced  habits  of  life  are  wholly  incom- 
patible with  freedom  of  reflection  and  found 
judgment.     The  reafoning  of  thefe  people 

F  4  did 
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did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  altogether  in 
the  wrong;  but  when  I  confidered  their 
indolence,  and  our  weaknefs,  probably  the 
difference  between  us  is  only  in  degree; 
for  it  is  impoffible  that  human  candour  and 
impartiality  mould  ever  reach  fo  high  a 
ftandard,  as  that  all  the  fentiments  of  even 
the  beft  men  mall  be  true,  and  exactly  con- 
formable to  the  nature  of  things. 

Although  thefe  men  were  by  no  means 
adepts  in  the  fcience  of  geometry,  they  af- 
fected to  afcertain  the  feat  of  juft  thought 
by  a  very  Angular  kind  of  mathematical  il- 
lustration. This,  they  fay,  is  to  be  found 
on  the  vertex  of  a  very  obtufe  angle,  form- 
ed by  two  lines,  the  extremities  of  which 
at  the  point  of  contact  reprefent  fenfe  and 
reafon.  The  other  extremities  of  the  lines, 
on  account  of  the  fpecies  of  angle  they  con- 
tain, are  almoft  opponte  to  each  other,  and 
denote  folly  in  oppoiition  to  ienfe,  and  flu- 
pidity  in  oppontion  to  reafon  ; — now  the 
moment  a  man  recedes  from  the  angular 
point  where  fenfe  and  reafon  are  united, 
and  where  nature  originally  placed  him, 
he  begins  to  approximate  the  extreme,  ei- 
ther 
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ther  of  folly  or  ftupidity.  In  their  appli- 
cation of  this  problem,  the  natives  of 
both  countries  deal  uneandidly  with  each 
other;  for  while  the  Afiatic  finds  the  Eu- 
ropean at  the  pinnacle  of  folly,  the  Euro- 
pean is  equally  fure  he  difcovers  the  Aiiatic 
in  the  extreme  point  of  Itupidity.  For 
my  part,  I  am  perfuaded  that  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  is  in  a  condition  to 
man  tain  his  balance  on  the  angular  point. 
And  therefore  to  man,  liable  as  he  is  to  be 
furprized  and  agitated  by  all  the  violent 
parlions  of  his  nature,  the  ftation  afligned 
him  by  the   Indian  philcfopher  mud  ever 

afford   us  a  precarious  fupport. But  I 

return  to  the  fequel  of  my  voyage. 

We  touched  at  Bender  Abouchier,  a  fea 
port  of  Perfia,  where  after  executing  the 
in  ft  ructions  of  our  employers,  we  were  to  re- 
ceive a  new  pilot.  The  firit.  pilot  belonged 
to  Mafcate,  and  had  engaged  to  conduce  us 
for  fifty  rupees  only  to  Abouchier;  but 
befides,  we  were  now  to  enter  the  channel 
of  the  Euphrates,  the  navigation  of  which 
this  pilot  did  not  pretend  to  underftand, 
it  was  plain  he  was  but  a  novice  in   the 

practical 
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practical  part  of  his  profefTion,  for  at  the 
difbmce  of  twenty  leagues  from  Abouchier 
the  lhip  got  entangled  among  rocks, 
which  project  from  a  certain  cape  far  into 
the  fea,  whereby  we  were  considerably  de- 
tained. While  we  were  Struggling  with 
our  difficulties  amidft  thefe  rocks  at  lead 
five  leagues  from  land,  the  wind,  conflantly 
in  the  N.  W,  fprung  up  frefh  and  fqually, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  drop  an  anchor  in 
twenty  fathoms  water,  two  leagues  from 
the  £horeP  It  having  calmed,  we  again 
got  under  weigh,  and  at  length  doubled  the 
cape,  after  which  the  coafl  begins  to  recede 
towards  the  N.  E,  ;  but  we  fpent  twelve 
days  in  recovering  the  advantage  we  had 
loft  by  the  inexperience  of  our  pilot.  We 
now  ftood  with  the  rocks  of  the  cape  on  our 
right,  and  a  fmall  ifland  with  feveral  adja- 
cent fand-banks  on  the  larboard  fide.  Thefe 
rocks  are  very  ignorantly  laid  down  on  our 
charts,  which  indeed  are  in  general  ex- 
tremely inaccurate  refpecting  the  naviga- 
tion of  this  gulph.  Six  days  after,  as  we 
paffed  a  fort,  formerly  in  porTefhon  of  the 
Portuguefe  we  began  to  enter  the  road  of 

Abouchier, 
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Abouchier,    which  is  much  expofed  to  the 
weather,  but  has  an  excellent  bottom. 

In  the  mouth  of  the  port  lay  a  veffel  be- 
longing to  Great  Britain,  which  is  the  only 
European  nation  ft&n  here  in  the  purfuits 
of  trade.  The  entrance  to  the  harbour  be- 
ing formed  by  banks  of  fand,  which  extend 
â  great  way  into  the  gulph,  is  extremely  dif- 
ficult of  accefs;  befides,  the  road  is  at  too 
great  a  diftance  from  land,  and  the  coafl  is 
exceffively  low  towards  the  edge  of  the 
fea. 

From  this  plentiful  country,  which  is  re- 
garded as  the  granary  of  BarTora,  we  receiv- 
ed an  excellent  fupply  of  provifions.  The 
foil  immediately  about  BafTora,  as  well  as 
the  adjacent  country,  being  miferably  dry 
and  barren,  its  inhabitants  are  indebted  for 
the  necellàries  of  life  to  Bender  Abouchier, 
whofe  environs  are  remarkably  fertile  and 
pleafant. 

Having  taken  on  board  a  pilot  for  the 
further  profecution  of  our  voyage,  in  confe- 
deration of  whofe  trouble  and  the  ufe  of  a 
founding  boat  we  were  to  pay  thirty  ru- 
pees, we  again  put  to  fea  with  a  favour- 
able 
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able  wind,  and  ftood  for  the  mouth  of 
the  Euphrates.  We  had  failed  little  more 
than  three  leagues  and  a  half,  for  we 
had  not  yet  doubled  the  ifland  of  Careith, 
when  the  wind  returning  to  the  N.  W, 
blew  freili,  anal  exceflively  hot.  We  tack- 
ed, but  without  gaining  the  fmalleil  ad- 
vantage; and  the  wind  continuing  to 
blow  with  the  fame  force,  feconded  by 
the  current  ;  and  our  water,  of  which  we 
had  laid  in  none  at  Abouçhier,  beginning  to 
fail  ;  we  came  to  anchor  at  Careith.  The 
fovereignty  of  this  ifland,  I  find,  belongs  to 
a  Perfian  chief,  who  pays  tribute  to  the 
prince  of  Bender  Abouchier.  This  prince 
likewife  receives  tribute  from  the  little  ifland 
of  Barheim,  famous  for  its  pearl-fiiheries. 
The  empire  of  Perfia,  like  that  of  the 
Mogul,  is  broken  into  fmall  principalities, 
which  are  held  and  acknowledged  by  their 
refpective  lords  as  fiefs  under  the  prince 
of  Hifpahan. 

The  ifle  of  Careith,  which  once  belong- 
ed to  the  Dutch,  and  which  the  Englifh  in  a 
later  period  endeavoured  to  become  matters 
of,  is  at  prefent  inhabited  by  Perfians,  Curds, 

and 
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and  Arabs,  who  all  agree  in  one  point, 
viz.  a  moft  rcoted  antipathy  to  Euro- 
peans. The  Careith  veifels,  which  infeft  the 
Perfian  Guîph  are  like  our  gullies;  and 
though  they  are  fcarce  coniidered  in  the  light 
of  pirates,  every  European  trader  ought  to  be 
well  armed  and  in  condition  to  face  them. 
Prefuming  at  rlrfl  fight  that  we  belong- 
ed to  fome  European  port,  they  gave  chace, 
and  flopped  our  (hip's  boat  ;  but  upon  dis- 
covering we  were  Indian  it  was  releafed, 
and  we  were  permitted  to  profecute  our 
voyage. 

The  inhabitants  of  Abouchier  itfelf  are 
far  from  being  in  the  intereft  of  Europeans, 
and  hence  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  from 
Barheim  to  Abouchier  is  frequented  by  a 
number  of  fmall  verlels,  a  fort  of  femi- 
pirates,  againfl  which  fuch  fhips  from 
Europe  as  have  bufinefs  in  thefe  feas  would 
do  well  to  be  on  their  guard.  Though 
we  had  been  provided  in  a  pilot  for  the  Eu- 
phrates at  Abouchier,  we  were  obliged  to 
hire  another  at  Careith  j  and  as  a  part  of 
his  falary  is  a  perquihV  co  government, 
it   was   idle   to    infifl    upon   the   inutility 

of 
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of  two  pilots  for  the  fame  voyage.  Having 
therefore,  according  to  Afiatic  cuftom,  made 
him  a  pre  fen  t  over  and  above  his  wages,  and 
received  another  in  return,  we  again  fet  faih 
As  this  coaft  lies  extremely  low,  and  is  bor- 
dered all  along  with  flooded  grounds,  and 
having  a  molt  unfkilful  pilot,  it  was  with 
great  difficulty,  and  by  conftantly  heaving  the 
lead,  that  we  at  laft  reached  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  At  the  diftance  of  eight  leagues 
from  the  Euphrates,  our  pilots,  I  ob- 
ferved,  became  anxious  about  what  they 
called  the  entrance  to  the  old  bed  of  the 
river,  which  is  fituated  on  the  Curd  coaft. 
We  parTed  over  various  banks  and  gutters, 
along  which  the  river  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  gulph,  and  were  twice  a-ground,  not- 
withftanding  the  attention  of  our  pilots,  be- 
fore we  could  reach  the  coaft  of  Arabia.  We 
fent  the  boat  and  ibme  of  our  hands  on 
more,  in  order  to  difcover  if  they  could 
the  date-tree  -,  for  as  it  is  not  produced 
on  the  confines  of  the  other  pafTages,  it  is 
by  this  means  they  are  enabled  to  afcertain 
the  principal  canal  of  the  river.  We  were 
foon  prefented  with  a  date  branch,  which 

i  -     encourag- 
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encouraged  our  pilots,  and  they  entered 
boldly  into  the  channel.  As  this  pafTage 
runs  in  a  line  parallel  to  the  fliore,  as  foon 
as  the  vefTel  gets  fight  of  land,  which, 
however,  is  extremely  low,  me  is  known  to 
be  clear  of  all  thofe  banks  th;it  incommode 
the  navigation  of  the  Euphrates.  Belides  the 
inconvenience  of  a  very  rapid  current,  there 
is  but  twenty  feet  water  at  flood  tide  in  the 
deepeft  of  thofe  channels,  which  run  be- 
tween the  fand-banks  formed  in  the  bed  of 
the  river.  It  is  neceilary  in  thofe  narrow 
canals  to  be  particularly  careful  not  to  run 
a-groundj  for,  being  expofed  in  this  Situa- 
tion to  the  whole  force  of  the  current, 
the  vefTel  would  be  in  danger  of  going  to 
pieces.  When  the  pilot  is  apprehcnfive, 
therefore,  of  fuch  an  accident,  he  endea- 
vours to  lay  the  (hip  in  a  cavity  of  the  bank  : 
as  the  force  of  the  current  has  been  al- 
ready broken  in  its  defcent,  flie  may  remain 
in  tolerable  fafety. 

The  Curd  coaft  being  formed  entirely  of 
funk    grounds,    I  am    inclined  to   believe 
that  the  other  pafiages  up  the  Euphrates, 
mentioned    by    fome    navigators,    are    ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  narrow  ;  at  leaf!,  I  can  fay  that  in 
failing  up  this  river  I  did  not  find,  and  I 
have  not  heard  that  there  is  any  other  very 
confiderable  canal. 

The  dry  and  fandy  coafr.  of  Arabia  is  the 
certain  mark  of  the  branch  we  pûffùedj  but 
we  had  fleered  along  this  coafr,  a  confiderable 
time,  when  we  arrived  at  the  extremity  of 
the  river's  oppofite  bank,  which  is  on  the 
Curd  fide,  greenifh,  and  ought  to  be  in  view 
before  the  pilot  attempts  to  enter  into  the 
middle  of  the  channel.  The  veffel  no  fooner 
gets  between  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates, 
than  the  depth  of  water  is  found  to  be  con- 
siderably increafed.  As  Bafibra  is  at  the 
diilance  of  forty  leagues  from  the  fea,  fhips 
mount  with  the  tide,  and  drop  anchor  at 
Jufan  in  any  place  they  pleafe,  unmoleftcd 
by  the  current.  At  Jufan  the  bottom  is 
good,  and  of  a  greenifh  clay,  but  of  fo  tena- 
cious a  quality,  that  it  is  often  difficult 
to  weigh  anchor  :  all  the  way  for  about 
twenty-five  leagues  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  it  is  tolerably  neat  and  clean, 
but  there  it  begins  to  be  incommod- 
ed 
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éd  by  fand-banks,  which  render- this  navi- 
gation very  difficult. 

The  Euphrates  detaches,  on  the  fide  of 
Arabia,  a  fmall  canal  navigable  for  boats  of 
fifty  tons,  along  which  are  villages  that 
trade  with  Bafibra,  and  Elcatif,  a  town  of 
Arabia,  fituated  in  the  line  of  the  canal. 
We  continued  our  courfc  alonp-  the  coaft  of 
Arabia;  but  found  it  neceffary  to  proceed 
with  the  greatefr  circumfpeclion,  particu- 
larly where  the  iTiore  is  low,  as  it  is  fome- 
times  without  date-trees,  and  covered  with 
water  at  high  fea. 

We  paffed  a  mofque  of  derviies  on  the 
Curd  coaft,  and  afterwards  the  ruins  of 
fome  old  fortifications,  to  which  Soli- 
mancha,  a  famous  Curd  chieftain,  made 
faft  on  each  fide  of  die  river  chains  and  a 
bridge  of  boats,  when  he  intercepted  the 
navigation  of  the  Euphrates,  About  fix 
leagues  from  Eaifcra,  we  palled  to  the  left 
of  the  little  ifland  of  Chelibv,  and  afterwards 
difcovered,on  the  coaft  of  Arabia,  the  mouth 
of  a  fmall  river,  on  the  banks  of  which  ftsnds 
an  inconfiderable  mofque.  Here,  at  a  third  of 
the  river's  breadth  from  the  Arabian  coaft, 

Vol,  II.  G  the 
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the  BafTora  fhipping  come  to  anchor.  On 
the  border  of  this  river,  and  only  a  quarter 
of  a  league  within  the  extremities  of  its 
banks,  Hands  the  city  of  BafTora,  whofe 
gardens  extend  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
Euphrates. 

Here  we  found  three  armed  mips  be- 
longing to  Great  Britain,  which  were  def- 
tined  for  the  protection  of  the  Englifh  at 
BafTora,  Aboucheir,  and  Mafcate,  as  well 
as  to  defend  their  trade  from  the  depre- 
dations of  the  natives  in  the  navigation  of 
the  gulph.  The  Englifh  pofTefs  the  great- 
er!: part  of  the  BafTora  trade  ;  but  as  the 
Arabs  and  Curds,  who  compofe  the  bulk 
of  the  inhabitants,  are  very  little  civilized, 
and  as  the  Turks,  from  their  remote  fitu- 
ation  from  Europe,  might  be  tempted  to 
expel  Grangers,  with  a  view  to  a  monopoly 
of  this  trade,  the  Englifh  have  had  the  ad- 
drefs,  under  various  pretexts,  to  get  five 
hundred  national  troops  flationed  on  more. 
Befides,  as  their  mips  lie  at  anchor  within 
lefs  than  a  gun-fhot  of  the  town,  they  are 
in  condition  to  over-awe  the  inhabitants 
upon  any  emergency  that  may  render  their 

interference 
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Interference  expedient.  The  Arabian  po- 
pulace are  generally  confidered,  as  has 
been  already  obferved,  fpiteful  and  vindic- 
tive to  ftrangers,  particularly  Europeans  3 
I  have  feen,  however,  Indian  failors  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Englifh  give  law  to  the 
natives  of  Bailora^  by  a  fevere  application 
of  the  oar.  This  behaviour  would  have 
been  very  differently  received  from  the  re- 
tainers of  any  other  nation  whatever  ;  but 
it  is  a  common  obfervation,  that  the  arro- 
gance of  a  powerful  mailer  often  de- 
fcends  to  his  fervant  ;  hence,  though  natu- 
rally tame  and  un  warlike  in  his  own  cha- 
racter, he  will  affect  a  fuperiority  over 
thofe  who,  on  ordinary  occafions,  are  much 
braver  than  himfelf.  In  the  exercife  of  a 
mofl  exteniive  commerce,  the  Englifh  have 
difcovered  the  good  policy  of  appearing 
open  and  liberal  in  their  tranfa  étions  with 
ftrangers  ;  and  therefore,  though  their  con- 
duct, in  other  refpects,  often  gives  umbrage, 
they  are  efteemed  as  merchants* 

Bafibia  is  a  large  and  populous  city  ;  but 

the  town-walls,  as  well  as  private  houfes, 

which  are  poor  habitations,  are  built  en- 

G  2  tirely 
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tirely  of  earth.  The  houfes  are  either 
altogether  without  windows,  or  have  them 
of  a  very  fmall  fize,  in  order  to  exclude  the 
burning  winds  of  the  defert,  which  com- 
mences under  the  walls  of  the  town.  The 
banks  of  the  Euphrates  fupply  the  inhabi- 
tants with  fruit  and  vegetables,  while  they 
receive  from  Bender  Aboucheir  all  the  other 
neceiTaries  of  life.  The  bulk  of  the  people, 
like  the  reft  of  the  natives  in  this  quarter 
of  Arabia,  fubfift  almoft  entirely  on  dates 
and  a  kind  of  four  milk.  The  cuftoms  of 
the  Eaft,  refpecling  the  fex,  obtain  here 
in  all  their  ftrictnçfs  ;  inibmuch  that, 
from  the  condition  of  children  to  that  of 
full-grown  women,  they  are  equally  invifi- 
ble  to  the  eye  of  a  ftranger  as  if  they  were 
entirely  extinct. 

BaiTora  holds,  under  the  Grand  Signior, 
of  the  Bafha  of  Bagdad,  who,  however,  pof- 
felfes  but  a  very  limited  authority,  and  finds 
it  expedient  to  exercife  much  difcretion  in 
his  conduct  towards  both  the  Curds  and 
Arabians.  There  are  here  feveral  Jewifli 
and  Arabian  merchants,  who  trade  with 
Aboucheir,  Mafcate,  Barhcim,  and  Elcatif, 

efpecially 
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efpecially  with  the  ifle  of  Barheim,  which 
fupplies  the  Elcatif  merchants,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  towns  on  the  canal  above- 
mentioned,  with  beautiful  pearls. 

In  the  regions  of  the  defer t  imme- 
diately  contiguous  to  this  city  are  cheiks 
or  Arabian  chieftains,  who  entertain  a 
violent  averfion  to  the  Mahometans,  and 
who  adore  one  God,  without  regard  to 
myftery,  or  any  fyflematic  form  of  wor- 
fhip  whatever.  The  other  inhabitants  in 
thofe  parts,  particularly  on  the  confines  of 
the  defert,  are  rigid  followers  of  the  pro- 
phet ;  but  I  am  told,  in  the  more  central 
regions  there  are  feveral  ignorant  tribes, 
half  Jews  and  half  Chriflians,  who  adhere 
to  no  defined  clafs  of  religious  opinions  in 
the  world. 

Having  quitted  the  fhip  before  (lie  ar- 
rived at  her  ftation,  I  got  on  more  the  25  th 
June  1770,  and  was  well  received  by  the 
French  conful,  who  politely  made  me 
a  tender  of  his  fervices.  Learning  that 
fifteen  days  before  a  very  rich  and  numerous 
caravan  fet  out  for  Aleppo,  I  faw  with 
much  regret  that  our  tedious  paffage  from 
G  3  Surat 
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Surat  had  deprived  me  of  an  excellent  op-, 
portunity  of  croffing   the  defert;  and  was 
extremely   appreheniive    that   1   might  be 
obliged  to  wait  fix  months  at  Baffora  for 
the  departure  of  another.     The  merchants 
of  this  place  carry  on  a  coniiderable  traffic, 
by  means  of  large  boats  decked  with  lea- 
ther,   deep   in   the   hull,  and  built  of  the 
date-tree,    (which  is  the  only  thing  like 
timber  in  this  country)  with  all  that  part  of 
Afia  under  the  dominion  of  the  Porte  which 
communicates   with  the  Tygris  and  Eu-* 
phrates. 

The  induitry  of  the  people  is  obfervable 
in  a  fpecies  of  curious  little  boats,  which 
they  equip  for  the  navigation  of  the  river. 
They  are  of  an  oval  form,  made  of  ofiers 
interwoven  in  the  manner  of  a  bafket,  and 
coated  with  mud  and  tar.  They  are  very 
properly  named  conffes,  and  move  by  means 
of  a  kind  of  oar  or  fcull,  prefenting  a  mode 
of  navigation  which  I  had  fcarce  met  with 
before. 

My  fears  of  being  long  detained  at  this 
ftage  of  my  travels  were  of  fhort  continu- 
ance j  for,  agreeably  to  information  I  had 

received 
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received  at  Surat,  I  was  told  the  day  after 
my  arrival,  that  a  caravan  of  Bedouins,  or 
Arabian  fhepherds,  on  their  way  to  Alep- 
po with  young  camels,  were  encamped  two 
day's  journey  from  Baffora.  Upon  die 
caravan's  halting  in  the  neighbourhood, 
their  chief  had  fent  to  make  enquiry  in  the 
city  whether  there  were  any  paifengers 
who  deli  red  to  take  the  advantage  of  his 
protection  over  the  defert.  Some  Arabians 
in  the  vicinity  embraced  this  opportunity 
of  going  to  Aleppo,  from  one  of  whom 
the  French  conful  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
hire  me  a  dromedary,  and  to  agree  with 
him  for  the  carriage  of  my  water  and  ef- 
fects, at  the  fame  time  flipulating  with 
another  for  his  fervices  as  a  cook.  The 
Moorifh  veiTel  not  being  come  into  port, 
I  made  all  poffible  hafle  to  fetch  my 
things  from  on  board,  and  to  lay  in  fuch 
provifions  as  were  necelfary  for  the  jour- 
ney. I  drelîed  myfelf  in  a  Turkim.  habit, 
and,  having  made  my  beft  acknowledg- 
ments to  my  friend  the  conful  for  all  hi* 
civilities,  I  took  my  leave  and  departed. 

G  4  C  II  A  P. 
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C    H    A    P.     IV. 

A  "journey  from  Bajjbra  to  Dama  feus,  over* 
the  Deferts  of  Arabia. 

I  Had  been  three  days  at  BafTora,  when, 
on  the  28th  of  June,  I  fet  out  to  join 
the  caravan  of  Bedouin  fhepherds.  In 
the  evening  we  put  up  at  a  built*  village, 
where  I  met  with  the  Arabian  with  whom 
the  conful  had  made  for  me  an  agreement, 
and  from  whom  I  received  a  written  obli- 
gation for  my  fafe  conduct  to  Aleppo. 
He  took  me  under  his  care  with  every 
mark  of  hofpitality,  and  my  entertainment 
began  to  favour  rather  more  of  the  Shep- 
herd than  town  life.  Next  day  the  brother 
of  my  Arabian  friend  having  acquaint- 
ed me  that  every  thing  was  ready  for 
our  departure,  I  mounted  a  camel,  for  the 
firft  time  in  my  life,  in  company  with 
eight  Arabs.     We  began  our  march,  and 

*  In  contradiftinttion  to  the  moveable  habitations  of  the 
defert. 

came 
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came  up  in  the  evening  with  our  caravan, 
pear  a  Bedouin  camp,  confifting  of  Arabs 
who  ibjourn  in  thefe  parts.  Our  caravan 
amounted  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
fifteen  hundred  young  camels.  The  defert 
feemed  entirely  covered  with  herds  and 
flocks  of  various  denominations,  belonging 
to  the  Bedouins  of  the  neighbouring  camp. 
The  camels  wander  over  the  defert  during 
the  day  in  fearch  of  food,  but  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  join  the  camp  in  the  evening, 
each  repairing  to  his  mailer's  tent,  before 
which  he  fquats  down  until  morning. 
From  their  milk  and  fleeces  the  Arab  de- 
rives all  the  fimple  neceflaries  of  life,  food, 
cloathing,  and  lodging. 

The  day  following  we  began  to  fet  for- 
ward on  our  journey,  when  the  great  ex- 
tent of  ground  covered  by  the  caravan  af- 
forded a  very  beautiful  and  entertaining 
profpe<5t.  On  the  fécond  day  of  our  march 
we  palled  the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  well,  out  of  which  we 
filled  our  bottles  ;  and  in  two  days  more 
we  came  to  other  wells,  and  overtook  a 
couple  of  Arabs  mounted  on  afTes. 

After 
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After  travelling  four  days  more,  we  dis- 
covered an  Arabian  encampment  ;  and  here, 
in  order  to  prevent  my  being  diftinguifhed 
from  my  companions,  I  put  on  an  abe  or 
robe,  with  a  handkerchief  floating  on  my 
head,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  defert  ;  for  hitherto 
I  had  been  clad  in  the  Turkifh  fafhion, 
which  is  different  from  that  of  the  Arabs, 
particularly  the  Bedouins.  The  abe  con- 
iifls  of  woollen  ttuff,  and  compofes  the 
drefs  of  both  fexes.  Next  the  fkin  is  ge- 
nerally worn  a  white  one  of  a  fine  quality, 
over  which  are  two  others  of  a  larger  iize; 
and  while  the  uppermoft  remains  loofe  and 
flowing,  the  fécond  is  fattened  about  the 
waift  with  a  girdle.  The  latter  is  commonly 
ttriped  black  and  white  3  but  the  former 
is  for  the  greatett  part  entirely  black.  This 
robe  is  of  a  very  (impie  form,  and,  in  order 
that  the  reader  may  have  a  diftinct  idea  of 
it,  he  has  only  to  conceive  a  fack  as  wide 
as  it  is  long,  which,  being  flit  length- 
ways for  the  convenience  of  putting  it  on, 
and  pairing  it  over  the  head,  with  two 
holes,  one  in  each  corner,  to  receive 
the  arms,    will  be  an  exact  model  of  the 

Arabian 
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Arabian  abe.      This   is  all  the  variety  of 
drefs  that  enters  into  the  wardrobe  of  the 
Arab  ;   His  perfon,  however,  is  completely 
covered,  and  his  abe  being  of  ib  clofe  a 
texture  as  to  be  impenetrable  to  water,   is 
an  excellent  defence  againft  the   rain  -,  and, 
as  it  is  large  enough  to  give  free  accefs  to 
the  air,  and  denie  enough  to  repel  the  iirfr, 
blufh  of  the  fun's  rays,   it  is  equally  ufe- 
ful   againfl   the   burning  heat   of  the  de- 
fert.     No  perfon  s  wear  either  breeches  or 
drawers,   as   is   cuflomary   in  towns.     On 
the  head  of  the  male  is   an   ample  fized 
handkerchief  of  filk  and  cotton,  attached 
by  a  large   piece  of  cotton  cloth,   which, 
after  paffing  twice  round  the   head,  falls 
down   upon  the   moulders,  covering  them 
by  its  breadth.     The  ends  of  the  handker- 
chief having   been  doubled  down   on   the 
mouth  and  nofe,    are   returned  under  the 
fillet  which  binds  it  to  the  head,  and  in  this 
manner  he  endeavours  to  defend  the  chefl 
and  lungs  againfl  the  dangerous  influence  of 
a  mofl  formidably  dry  and  parching  wind. 
The  true  Bedouin  Arab  never  fhaves  either 
Jiis  head  or  beard  -,  and  his  hair,   difpofed 
8  into 
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into  ten  or  twelve  treffes,  floats  carelefsly  on 
his  moulders.  The  head-drefs  of  the  wo- 
men is  almoft  the  fame;  and  indeed  one 
perceives  very  little  difference  between 
the  drefs  of  the  two  fexes,  except  in 
the  colour  of  the  handkerchief,  and  the 
jewels  employed  to  adorn  the  head  of  the 
female.  The  abe  of  the  women  ferves  for 
a  complete  veil  to  the  face,  there  being 
only  fuch  a  fmall  aperture  for  the  eyes,  as 
is  necelîary  for  ufe  -,  but  in  many  parts  of 
thefe  deferts  the  Arabs  of  both  fexes  go 
entirely  naked. 

The  Bedouins,  with  a  degree  of  pru- 
dence not  always  equally  viiible  in  their 
conduct,  as  will  afterwards  appear,  leav- 
ing their  camels  deilined  for  the  Aleppo 
market  considerably  behind  us,  proceeds 
ed  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Arabian 
camp.  One  of  our  men  now  ran  before, 
to  requeft.  the  friendfhip  of  the  tribe, 
a  requeft  which  is  complied  with  almoft 
of  courfe  as  foon  as  a  ftranger  has  arrived 
within  the  lines  of  their  encampment.  It 
is  granted,  however,  according  to  cuftom, 
under    ail    the    formalities    of   war;    and 

therefore 
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therefore  a  party  of  their  warriors  milling 
inftantly  from  the  camp,  ran  full  fpeed 
towards  ours.  The  Bedouins  difmount- 
ed  from  their  dromedaries,  and  proceeded 
with  equal  celerity  to  meet  them,  when 
mingling  with  much  apparent  rage,  each 
holding  his  lance  pointed  againfl  the 
breaft  of  his  opponent,  they  exhibited  a 
mock  fight,  accompanied  with  loud  fhouts 
on  both  fides.  We  were  foon  introduc- 
ed to  the  camp,  when  peace  and  good  or- 
der were  immediately  reftored.  My  com- 
panions were  defirous  to  have  fome  traffic 
in  camels,  and  we  ibjourned  within  their 
lines  two  days  and  a  half. 

One  day  I  went  on  a  vifit  to  the  Bedou- 
in camp  entirely  alone,  for  my  conductor, 
either  really  or  affecting  to  be  afraid  of 
fome  dilagreeable  adventure,  declined  his 
attendance.  About  the  dillance  of  forty 
paces  from  their  tents  I  was  accofted  by 
a  fingle  Arab,  who  de  fired  to  know  my 
tmiinefs.  Having  made  him  underitand  that 
I  was  a  ftranger  in  the  defert,  and  that  cu- 
riofity  alone  had  led  me  this  way,  he  fa- 
luted  me  with  much  civility,  and  conduct- 
ing 
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ing  me  to  his  tent,  as  a  mark  of  his  hofpita- 
lity  placed  me  in  the  uppermoft  feat  :  he 
was  by  proferTion  a  fmith,  and  had  a  little 
furnace,  which  he  heated  with  charcoal 
obtained  from  the  roots  of  brambles  ga- 
thered in  the  defert;  he  had  contrived  to 
piece  four  fkins  in  the  form  of  a  large 
bladder,  which  receiving  a  confiant  pref- 
fure  from  two  of  his  children,  ferved  in 
place  of  a  bellows.  This,  like  all  the  other 
tents  in  the  camp,  was  much  longer 
than  broad,  with  a  partition  in  the  mid- 
dle :  the  firft  apartment  belonged  to  the 
mafler  of  the  family,  while  the  fécond  was 
occupied  by  his  wife  and  other  females, 
who  were  employed  in  dreffing  wool.  I 
made  it  my  bufinefs  to  examine  their  wells, 
which  I  found  to  be  nothing  more  than 
large  holes  dug  in  the  earth,  without  any 
lining  whatever,  and  in  which  the  water 
flood  at  the  depth  of  fix  feet  from  the  fur- 
face.  One  of  the  moft  beautiful  mares  I 
had  ever  feen  was  ftanding  at  the  door  of 
a  neighbouring  tent,  which  I  likewife  took 
the  liberty  to  enter.  Here  I  was  extremely 
well  received  by  a  good  old  Arab,  who  was 

engaged 
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engaged  in  making  bottles  and  troughs  of 
goat-ikins  ;     every  creature    I   met,   eve» 
to  the  mare  and  her  foal,  came  to  fmell 
me.      I   proceeded    to   make    the  tour  of 
another   circle  of  tents,  and   found   them 
all  open  to  leeward,  but  fhut  againft  the 
burning  wind   of   the  defert,   which  pre- 
vails fix  months  in  the  fame  quarter.     It 
feemed  to  be  the  chief  employment  of  this 
little  commonwealth  to  drefs  goats  hair,  and 
the  wool  of  their  fheep  and  camels.  One 
circumftance    which    furprized   me  not  a 
little,  was  the  incurious  and  indiffèrent  air 
of  the  people,  who,  though  they  treated  me 
with  civility,  yet  never  once  itirred  from 
their  feats  at  my  approach.  Their  tents  be- 
ing open  length-ways,  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  obferving  that  an  Arab's  family  is 
remarkably  populous.  This  liillefs  inatten- 
tion, efpecially  in  children,  always  eager  to 
examine   whatever  has   the  appearance  of 
novelty,  appeared   to  me  to   be  extremely 
lingular  ;  and  the  more  fo  that  Grangers 
are  but  feldom  feen  in  this  part  of  Arabia, 
it  being  near  the  centre  of  the  defert. 
The  whole  property  of  an  Arab  confifts 

in 


g6  TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

in  his  herds  and  flocks;   his  horfes,   but 
more  efpecially  his  mares,  which  he   con- 
siders as  much  more  valuable,  are  of  great: 
uie  to  him  in  his  excurfions,   and  particu- 
larly in  the  purfuits  of  war  :  lie  is  eminent- 
ly difïinguimed  as  a  horfemari,  and  much 
more  ikilful  in   the    management  of  that 
animal  than  the  native  of  any  other  coun- 
try.    The  Arabian  horfe,  which  feeds  only 
once  a  day,  and  even  then  makes  but  a  fcan- 
ty  meal,  is  at  the  fame  time  the  fleetefl  and 
moft  abfcemious  animal  in  the  world. 

The  camel  is  perhaps  of  no  lefs  confe- 
quence  to  his  wandering  mailer  ;  he  ferves 
to  tranfport  his  family  and  property  from 
one  part  of  the  defert  to  another,   and  is> 
befides,  an  article  of  traffic  for  grain  and 
other  neceflaries  of  life.     When,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  extreme  drought,  bis  gmfs 
begins  to  fail,  or  his  well  to  be   dried  up, 
the    Arab   decamps,    and    goes     in    quefr. 
of  water   and    pafture    in   lefs    inhofpita- 
ble  regions.      The  whole  defert  is  covered 
with  a  fine  fand  mixed  with  gravel,  which 
produces  only  a  few  brambles  about  a  foot 

and 
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and  a  half  high,  and  a  kind  of  grafs  with  a 
fingie  ftalk,  but  which  is  never  found  in- 
corporated in  the  manner  of  our  green 
turf. 

During  the  fummer  months  there  rages 
in  the  plains  of  Arabia  a  N.  W.  wind, 
violently  heated  by  the  reflection  of  the 
fand;  and  in  winter  the  fcorching  heat 
of  the  S.  E.  is  perhaps  ftill  more  un- 
fupportable.  In  this  feafon  the  rays  of 
the  fun  are  fo  powerful,  that  the  human 
fkin  becomes  crifped,  and  the  pores  fo 
conftricted  as  to  flop  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  perforation.  Hence  the  Arabian  has 
been  taught  to  interpofe  a  very  denfe  me- 
dium between  his  body  and  the  folar  rays, 
againft  which  an  European  winter  drefs  of 
the  mofl  fubflantial  fabric  would  oppofe 
but  a  (lender  defence  :  he  doubles  down  a 
thick  handerchief  tied  round  the  forehead, 
over  his  mouth  and  nofe,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent that  moifture  which  is  necelîary  to  the 
cheft  and  lungs  from  being  entirely  exhauft- 
ed  ;  he  is  obliged,  however,  to  leave  his 
eyes  wholly  unprotected,  which  fuffer  the 
mofl  acute  pain  from  the  heat  and  violent 

Vol.   II.  II  reflec- 
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reflection  of  the  fand,  and  which  confe- 
quently  become  in  an  early  period  of  life 
greatly  weakened  and  impaired. 

As  the  general  afpect  of  the  defert  is  that 
of  a  vaft  plain  terminated  on  all  fides  by 
the  horizon,  in  vain  does  the  roving  eye 
of  the  traveller  feek  to  reft,  on  fome  inter- 
vening object;  and  hence,  after  flitting  over 
a  difmal  wafte  of  grey  fand  and  fcorched 
brambles,  it  returns  at  laft,  languid  and  fa- 
tigued, to  enjoy  a  little  relaxation  in  the  va- 
riety of  herds  and  other  Arabian  property 
with  which  he  is  furrounded.  A  deep  and 
mournful  filence  reigns  over  the  dreary 
landfcape;  no  béait,  no  bird,  no  fpecies  of 
infect,  is  feen  to  diverfify  the  fad  uni- 
formity of  the  fcene.  In  the  whole  extent 
of  Arabia  Deferta  I  faw  only  four  rabbits, 
five  or  fix  rats,  three  large,  and  feven  or 
eight  fmall  birds;  befides,  the  laft  were 
in  the  vicinity  of  an  inhabited  country, 
whilft  the  former  were  natives  of  a  more 
earthy  foil  than  is  eafily  to  be  met  with  in 
thofe  regions. 

This  fpecies  of  rat  is  remarkably  hand- 
fome>  and  of  a  breed  verv  different  from 

any 
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any  I  had  before  met  with  :  his  eyes  are 
large  and  fprightly;  the  whifkers,  fnout, 
and  brow,  as  well  as  the  belly,  paws,  and 
end  of  the  tail,  are  white,  whilft  the  other 
parts  of  the  body  are  covered  with  a  long 
neat  fur  of  a  yellow  colour  :  the  tail  is  ra- 
ther fhort,  thick,  yellow,  and  pointed  with 
white.  Some  of  them  were  killed,  and,  after 
being  roafled,  eaten  by  the  Arabs,  who  are 
accuftomed  to  throw  their  flicks  with  fur- 
prifing  dexterity  againfl  whatever  bird  or 
quadrupède  happens  to  come  in  their  way. 

The  fmall  quantity  of  water  found  in 
this  vaft  defert  is  extremely  fait  and  bitter  ; 
but  the  Arab  is  trained  to  the  hardfhips, 
and  attached  to  the  freedom  of  his  native 
plains.  Inured  to  fatigue,  and  carelefs  of 
the  conveniencies  of  a  wealthier  fituation, 
he  looks  down  on  the  effeminate  plea- 
fures  of  more  temperate  climates  with 
fcorn  and  contempt.  Brave,  proud,  hofpi- 
table,  and  enterprizing,  he  is  true  to  all  his 
engagements  ;  being  conflantly  expofed, 
however,  to  the  inroads  of  warlike  tribes, 
he  is  prone  to  fufpicion,  and  hence  receives 
all    ftran?ers  whatever   with   arms  in   his 

H  2  hands. 
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hands.  The  individuals  of  the  fame  tribe, 
even  of  the  loweft  condition,  being  regard- 
ed by  the  reft  of  the  clan  in  the  light  of 
brothers,  any  injury  done  to  one  is  re- 
ceived and  refented  as  an  infult  offered  to 
the  whole.  They  are  extremely  cautious 
of  engaging  in  an  affair  from  which  blood 
may  be  expected  to  enfue  ;  but  are  propor- 
tionally forward  to  action,  in  contempt  of 
every  danger,  when  they  have  a  caufe  to 
avenge. 

The  Arab  is  unfortunate  enough  to 
imagine  he  has  the  fame  right  to  interfere 
with  the  property  of  another,  which  he, 
in  exercifmg  the  offices  of  hofpitality  with 
regard  to  his  own,  refigns  to  a  ftranger, 
and  in  this  fenfc  may  be  faid  to  be  a  robber; 
but  in  no  cafe  can  he  be  charged  nationally 
with  the  character  of  an  affaffin.  From 
the  combination  of  thefe  and  fuch  virtues 
and  prejudices  feem  to  refult  the  ftrength 
and  union  of  the  Arabian  tribes  -,  and 
were  their  manners  a  little  more  hu- 
manized by  the  influence  of  Chriftian  mo- 
rality, I  know  no  race  of  men  whatever 
whole  character  would  bid  fairer  for  hap- 
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pinefs,  or  be  lefs  liable  to  corruption.  The 
extreme  barrennefs  of  their  deferts,  which 
difcourages  the  ambition,  and  defends  them 
againft  the  yoke,  of  a  conqueror,  the  cer- 
tainty of  fubiiftence,  and  the  entire  exclu- 
fion  of  luxury,  conflitute  their  great  charter 
to  indépendance,  and  thofe  undepraved  and 
fimple  manners,  by  which  they  have  always 
been  diftinguifTied. 

His  ftrong  attachment  to  freedom  makes 
an  Arab  cautious  of  acknowledging  any 
authority  in  his  chief,  which  he  cannot 
difcover  to  be  expedient  for  the  good  of  the 
community;  but  at  the  fame  time,  being 
frequently  at  war  with  his  neighbours,  he 
is  ferifible  that  there  muft  be  one  man,  in 
whofe  djfcretion  on  fnch  occaiions  the  na- 
tional will  ought  to  center,  in  order  that 
the  tribe  may  take  the  field  in  a  body,  and 
act  with  proper  effec>  againft  the  enemy. 
The  bulk  of  Arabian  tribes  bear  the  name 
of  the  primitive  ftock  whence  they  are 
refpectively  defcended,  and  have  no  other 
appellation  than  that  of  his  children; 
hence   the  Arabs  by  whom  I  was  açcom- 
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panied  were  called  Ben  Halet,  or  the  chil- 
dren of  Halet. 

They  run  with  extraordinary  fwiftnefs, 
and  are  Angularly  dexterous  in  the  manage- 
ment  of    the   lance,    have    large    bones, 
a  deep  brown  complexion,   perfons  of  an 
ordinary  flature,  but  lean,  mufcular,  active, 
and   vigorous.     The  Bedouins  fuffer   their 
hair    and   beards    to    grow;    and,  indeed, 
among  the  Arabian  tribes  in  general,  the 
beard  is   remarkably  full  and  bufhy.   The 
Arab  has  a  large  ardent  black  eye,  a  long 
face,    features  high    and    regular,   and,    as 
the   refult   of  the    whole,  a   phyfiognomy 
particularly  ilern  and  fevere.    This  expref- 
fion,  meeting  with  our  pre-conceived  no- 
tion  of  his   character,    gives   him    an   air 
of  great  ferocity  ;  upon  a  little  acquain- 
tance, however,  his  formidable  afpecT:  fet- 
tles into  fomething  truly  noble  and  manly. 

The  tribes  which  frequent  the  middle 
of  the  defert  have  locks  fomewhat  crifped, 
extremely  fine,  and  approaching  the  woolly 
hair  of  the  negro  :  my  own,  during  the 
fhort  period  of  my  travels  in  thofe  regions, 
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became  more  dry  and  delicate  than  ufual, 
and  receiving  little  nourifhment  from  a 
checked  perfpiration,  mewed  a  difpofition 
to  allume  the  fame  frizzled  and  woolly 
appearance  :  an  entire  failure  of  moifture, 
and  the  excemve  heat  of  climate,  by  which 
it  was  occafioned,  feemed  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal caufes  of  thofe  fymptoms;  my  blood 
was  become  extremely  dry,  and  my  com- 
plexion differed  little  at  laft  from  that  of 
a  Hindoo  or  Arab.  It  is  not  my  intention, 
however,  to  offer  any  theory  relative  to  the 
ftrong  influence  climate  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  on  the  external  appearance  of  the 
human  frame. 

Having  considered  the  Arab  with  much 
attention  in  his  manners  and  principles  of 
action,    I    cannot   agree    in    the    common 
opinion  which  makes  a  propenfity  to  rob- 
bery a  natural    ingredient  in   his    charac- 
ter.    I  had  the  flrongefl  evidence,  in  va- 
rious fituations,  of  the  honefty  and  fidelity 
of  my  fellow-travellers  :   I  faw  them  living 
as   a   little   commonwealth   on    the    mofl 
friendly  and   fociable    terms  ;  nor,   indeed, 
have  I  ever  heard  that  an  Arab  would  be 
H  4  guilty 
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guilty  of  theft  or  robbery  againft  thofe  of 
his  own  tribe  ;  his  appetite  for  plunder  is 
exerted,  in  concert  with  his  clan,  againft 
entire  ftrangers,  and  always  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  deferts  ;  in  no  fhape 
whatever  will  an  Arab  invade  the  pro- 
perty of  another  man  in  a  town  or  cul- 
tivated country  3  and  hence  robbery  in  him 
is  plainly  derived  from  a  prejudice  of  edu- 
cation, a  prejudice  in  all  refpects  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  ancient  Romans,  who  regard- 
ed every  tribe  and  race  of  men  not 
in  tHeir  *  alliance,  as  enemies  to  the  re- 
public. 

The  Arab  pays  a  fcrupulous  regard  to 
all  his  engagements  with  ftrangers;  and 
therefore  the  traveller,  upon  making  him 
a  certain  gratification,  in  consideration  of 
being  fuffered  to  pafs  unmolefted,  or 
upon  receiving  the  protection  of  any  in- 
dividual Arab,  who  in  this  cafe,  from 
their  fraternal  union,  is  conceived  to  repre- 
fent  the  tribe,  enjoys  an  entire  exemption 
from  the  ordinary  effects  of  Arabian  preju- 
dices to  ftrangers.  In  fuch  circumftances  a 
foreigner  may  crofs  the  deferts  with  as  little 

apprehen- 
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apprehenfion  of  injuftice  from  the  natives, 
as  he  ever  entertained  in  travelling  a  high 
road  in  his  native  country. 

That   the  Arab's  right  to  his  defer t s  is 
of  a  lefs  perfect  kind  than  that  of  other  na- 
tions to  the  countries  they  refpectively  in- 
habit,  is  an  argument  that  will  hardly  be 
maintained  ;  fmce,  if  long  and  uninterrupt- 
ed pofTeffion,  according  to  the  legal  max- 
ims of  every  civilized  people,  founds  the  re- 
quifites  of  dominion,  it  is  evident  his  claim 
to  the  deferts  is  much  lefs  liable  to  excep- 
tion than   that  of  any  prince  whatever  to 
the  domains  of  his  crown.     But  is    there 
a    fovereign    or   independent    ftate   in   the 
world  which  does  not   vindicate  an  exclu- 
five  right  to  all  the  ufes  of  its  foil  ? — or  is 
this  a  rule   of  jurifprudence,   in  which  the 
Arab  alone  is  excepted  ? — a  prince  deftitute 
of  authority  even  on   his  own  eltate,  and 
who  mufr.   patiently  give  way  to  ftrangers 
pafiing  at  difcretion  over  his  grounds  ?   To 
this  right  of  abfolute  dominion,  however, 
he  has  never  rigidly  adhered;  all  he  requires 
is  a  certain  tribute  or  cuftom,  proportioned 
to  the  quantity  of  goods  or  merchandize 

meant 
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meant  to  be  tranfported  over  the  deferts  ; 
a  cuftom,  bell  des,  which  each  individual  in 
the  tribe,  as  reprefenting  the  community, 
has  authority  to  exact  or  difpenfe  with  as 
he  may  fee  caufe. 

This  title,  veiled  in  every  member  of  the 
clan,  is  of  general  notoriety  ;  and  therefore 
intelligent  travellers  take  care  to  have  an 
Arab  in  their  company,  for  a  pledge  of 
peace  and  fecurity  againil  the  moleftation 
of  his  tribe. 

Such  is  the  political  conftitution  of  the 
defert,  and  whoever  conducts  himfelf  in 
conformity  to  it  has  nothing  to  dread  from 
the  depredations  of  the  natives  -,  but  if 
men,  acting  from  ignorance,  or  in  contempt 
of  Arabian  manners,  mail  expofe  them- 
felves  to  be  pillaged,  they  have  no  right  to 
reprefent  the  Arabs  as  a  people,  without 
diftinction  or  enquiry,  in  the  odious  colours 
of  robbers  and  banditti. 

The  peculiar  circumflances  of  this  coun- 
try mufl",  no  doubt,  often  render  it  pain- 
ful to  the  bodily  feeling  of  the  native  ; 
but  his  hardfhips  are  confiderably  counter- 
balanced by  the  fweets  of  independence, 
and  that  brotherly  confidence  and  affection 
o  which 
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which   unite   him  to  his   tribe    in  all  its 
interests  and  purfuits. 

I  muff,  own  I  never  felt  fo  fenfibly  as 
here,  and  in  the  wilds  of  America,  the 
charms  of  that  invaluable  liberty  which  is 
the  gift  of  the  Creator,  but  which  in 
great  cities  and  highly  civilized  countries 
is  almoft  extinguished  by  the  habits  of 
luxury,  and  the  miferable  reftraints  of  idle 
and  artificial  distinctions.  A  rude  mantle, 
which  he  carries  constantly  about  with  him, 
ferves  to  defend  the  Arab  and  his  family 
againft  the  opprelfive  heat  of  the  fun,  as  well 
as  the  inconveniencies  of  the  rain  -,  his  robe, 
larger  in  iize,  but  in  the  ftyle  of  that  of 
St.  John  the  Baptift,  woven  with  his  own 
hands,  which  never  felt  the  edge  of  the 
fciflars,  and  which  he  confequently  owes  to 
his  own  induftry  alone,  is  all  the  cloathing 
he  requires.  If  he  looks  around  him,  the 
foil,  as  far  as  he  can  fee,  is  his  own,  while 
at  the  fame  time  he  affects  neither  land- 
mark nor  inclofure,  but  fhares  with  his 
Arabian  kindred  the  pafture  of  his  flocks. 
He  goes  wherever  he  choofes,  and  nothing 
impedes  his  fteps;  but  had  he  been  born 

in 
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in  a  polifhed  country,  every  joint  of  his 
body  would  have  been  cramped  and  em- 
barrafTed  with  ligaments  of  twenty  different 
kinds,  the  acquifition  of  which  would  have 
coft  him  much  pain  and  anxiety,  while 
the  enjoyment  of  them  could  only  flat- 
ter a  mind  of  the  weaken:  vanity.  In  fine, 
he  would  have  found  it  difficult  to  turn 
himfelf  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left, 
without  infringing  on  fome  cuftom  or 
punctilio,  equally  inconiiifent,  perhaps, 
with  the  maxims  of  good  fenfe  and  the 
natural  order  of  things. 

That  freedom  and  equality  of  condition 
enjoyed  by  the  natives,  notwithflanding  the 
difmal  afpect  of  their  deferts,  created  in 
my  mind  certain  emotions  of  inftinctive 
pleafure  ;  an  admonition  which  I  confider 
as  the  voice  of  nature,  and  whence  I  am 
inclined  to  infer  the  real  value  and  im- 
portance of  thofe  advantages.  The  cir- 
cum fiances  of  the  Arab  by  no  means  pre- 
clude him  from  the  enjoyment  of  pleafure  ; 
befides  an  habitual  and  animating  {enfc  of 
his  indépendance,   he  drinks  the  milk   of 

his 
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his  cattle,  and  regales  himfelf  with  many 
palatable  dimes  to  which  we  are  ftrangers  : 
he  runs  and  dances  with  great  vivacity,  and 
practifes  many  other  manly  and  ufeful  ex- 
ercifes.  His  dances  are  fometimes  gay  and 
exhilarating,  but  he  is  more  particularly  ad- 
dicted to  fuch  as  are  warlike,  and  have  a  ten- 
dency to  train  him  for  the  day  of  battle  ;  in 
thefe  the  Arab  goes  through  various  evolu- 
tions, his  lance  in  his  hand,  with  the  moft 
dextrous  agility,  dances  equally  in  ufe  among 
the  Biffayan  and  Javanefe  Indians,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  the  latter  are  armed 
with  the  buckler  as  well  as  the  lance.  The 
dances  more  peculiar  to  the  women  are  of 
two  kinds,  the  one  fprightly  and  gay,  the 
other  impaffioned  and  voluptuous,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  excite  certain  ideas  in  a  man- 
ner extremely  expreffive.  As  in  thefe  it  is 
the  principal  requifite  that  the  ruling  fen- 
timent  be  ftrongly  marked  in  the  eye,  and 
the  expreffion  of'  the  features  be  in  har- 

1 

mony  with  the  motions  and  attitudes  of  the 
body,  it  is  neceffary  to  the  dancer's  per- 
forming with  approbation,  that  her  imagi- 
nation 
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nation  be  highly  inflamed.  »  Of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  dance,  the  Spanifh  fandango,  and 
the  calenda  of  America,  afford  a  faint  re- 
prefentation  ;  and  it  is  probable  the  Spa- 
niards, as  well  as  the  negroes  of  Guinea  and 
Angola,  borrowed  it  from  the  Arabians. 

Their  wool,  the  ftaple  commodity  of 
the  deferts,  ferves  as  the  materials  of  cloth 
and  tapeftry,  which  for  execution  would  by 
no  means  difgrace  the  dexterity  of  an  Eu- 
ropean manufacturer.  Of  their  goat-fkins 
they  make  bottles  and  troughs  for  giving 
water  to  their  cattle.  Their  flocks,  which, 
on  account  of  their  rapid  increale,  would 
foon  become  a  burthen  to  their  owners, 
they  are  ufed  to  barter  in  civilized  coun- 
tries for  articles  of  drefs,  corn,  dates, 
and  whatever  elfe  their  neceffities  require. 
Such  of  the  Arabian  tribes  as  border  on 
the  Euphrates  and  improveable  lands,  cul- 
tivate a  fmall  portion  of  ground  ;  but  as 
foon  as  the  feed- time  is  over  they  betake 
themfelves  to  the  wandering  purfuits  of 
the  defert,  and  only  return  in  autumn,  in 
order  to  reap  the  benefit  of  the  harveft. 

A  tribe  of  Arabs  on  their  march  acrofs 

the 
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the  defert  is  a  very  extraordinary  obj  eft.  On 
this  occafion  a  vaft  extent  of  plain  prefents 
itfelf  to  the  eye,  covered  with  herds  and  flocks, 
preceded  by  a  troop  of  camels  laden  with 
tents,  baggage,  and  poultry,  animals  which, 
at  the  firft  fignal  for  their  departure,  in- 
ilantly  take  wing  and  perch  on  the  back  of 
the  dromedary.  Behind  thefe  is  another 
fet  of  camels,  charged  with  all  the  lame 
and  infirm  animals,  which,  by  their  various 
and  difcordant  cries,  give  fufficient  notice 
of  the  pain  and  hardships  of  their  con- 
finement. Upon  a  third  fet  are  groupes 
of  women  and  children,  whofe  painful 
fcreams  mix  in  firange  confufion  with 
the  bleating  and  bellowing  of  numberlefs 
animals,  of  all  humours,  ages,  and  fpecies. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  more  irkfome  fi- 
tuation  than  that  of  the  Arab's  wife,  in  the 
midft  of  her  children,  weeping,  fighting,  and 
fcrambling  all  around  her.  Such  of  the  wo- 
men as  are  exempt  from  the  incumbrances  of 
infants,  employ  themfelveson  their  camels  in 
fpinning,  or  grinding  corn  with  hand-mills. 
High  above  this  fingular  mafs  of  tumult 

and 
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and  diforder  appears  a  wood  of  lances,  at 
leafr.  eight  or  ten  feet  in  length,  while  the 
ear  begins  to  be  flunned  with  the  hoarfe 
voice  of  the  Arab,  chiding,  expoftulating, 
or  commanding  lilence  in  his  family,  but 
whofe  chief  care  is  to  form  a  ftrong  ram- 
part for  the  defence  of  the  little  common- 
wealth on  its  march. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Bedouins  to 
have  purfued  their  route  through  the  middle 
of  the  defert,  which,  by  drawing  us  to  a 
diftance  from  the  Arabian  encampments, 
feemed  to  promife  fecurity  againfr.  all  man- 
ner of  difturbance  from  the  natives.  But 
it  being  reprefented  by  the  Arabs  of  this 
camp,  that,  among  other  inconveniencies 
refulting  from  this  ftep,  we  mould  not  find 
a  drop  of  water,  either  for  ourfelves  or 
camels,  we  determined  to  direcl:  our  courfe 
towards  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  Next 
day,  therefore,  we  proceeded  to  lay  in  a 
flock  of  water  at  the  wells  of  the  adjacent 
camp;  and  on  this  occafion  I  had  a  fé- 
cond opportunity  of  obferving  the  phlegma- 
tic inattention  of  the  Arab.  If  at  any  time 
they  quitted  their  tents,  it  was  not  in  order 

to 
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to  obferve  the  appearance  of  ftrangers,  but 
to  milk  their  cattle,  which  by  the  bye  is  the 
bufinefs  of  the  women,  or  in  the  manage- 
ment of  other  domeftic  concerns.  We  filled 
our  bottles  with  the  fame  tranquillity  as 
if  we  had  been  in  the  heart  of  the  defert  ; 
and  I  particularly  remarked,  that  although 
I  was  the  fingle  individual,  at  this  time,  who 
was  mounted  on  a  camel,  and  was  pointed 
out  to  their  attention  by  foine  peculiarities 
of  drefs,  I  could  only  attract  the  notice 
of  two  or  three  little  children.  Some  of 
the  tribe  were  at  the  well,  employed  like 
ourfelves  in  filling  their  bottles,  fome  in 
conducting  their  flocks  to  pafture  in  the 
vicinity,  and  fome,  after  having  milked 
their  goats,  called  the  family  to  breakfaft 
with  the  fame  apathy  and  indifference  as  if 
they  had  been  entirely  by  themfelves.  If 
our  prefence  had  any  effect  at  all,  it  was 
upon  the  minds  of  the  women,  who  ufed 
to  cover  a  fmall  part  of  the  face  upon  ap- 
pearing without  the  tent. 

As  foon  as  we  were  provided  in  water, 
we  began  our  journey,  keeping  a  little 
more   to   the   N.  E.;  and,   after  travelling 

Vol.  IL  I  four 
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four  days,  came  to  a  defer  ted  caflle  with 
three  towers,  on  the  confines  of  a  fmall 
lake.  Here  we  were  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  again  filling  our  bottles,  though 
the  water  was  of  a  nature  extremely  dif- 
agreeable  both  to  the  fmell  and  tafle. 
Meanwhile  thirrt,  as  well  as  curiofity,  drew 
me  towards  the  cafUe  and  its  lake  ;  and  I 
foon  faw,  what  is  an  object  of  great  rarity 
in  thofe  regions,  a  piece  of  water  covered 
with  bulrufhes  waving  in  the  wind.  It  is 
impoffible  for  me  to  defcribe  the  emotions 
of  joy  occaiioned  by  this  profpect  ;  fuffice 
it  to  lay,  that  I  approached  it  with  all 
manner  of  alacrity  ;  but  how  great  was  my 
difappointment,  when,  inilead  of  the  en- 
chanting fpot  my  imagination  had  fuggeft- 
ed,  I  met  with  a  piece  of  moift  marfhy 
ground,  which  contained  water  in  all  the 
colours  of  the  rainbow,  corrupting  in  the 
fun,  and  every  where  emitting  a  -moft  pefti- 
lential  odour  !  Î  made  fhift  to  penetrate  to 
a  place  where  it  feemed  to  be  of  the  great- 
er! depth,  in  hopes  I  mould  find  it  there  of 
a  lefs  ofFenfive  quality  ;  but  even  here  the 
water  was  extremely  difcoloured,  and  the 
o  adjoining 
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adjoining  reeds  appearing  to  have  acquired 
its  difmal  hue,  my  ftomach  revolted  at  the 
idea  of  railing  it  to  my  lips  :  but  my  tongue 
was  parched  with  the  burning  wind  of 
the  defert,  and  appetite  impelled  me  to 
drink;  fuch,  however,  was  the  foetid  tafte 
of  this  ftagnated  pool,  that  I  was  able  to 
gulp  down  one  mouthful  of  it  only  ;  and  I 
retired,  with  little  gratification  either  to 
my  thirft  or  curiofity.  The  caille  ftands 
clofe  to  the  lake,  on  a  mound  of  earth 
probably  artificial.  I  made  it  my  bufincfs 
to  get  within  the  wall  ;  but  the  door  was 
fo  extremely  fmall,  it  being  only  two  feet 
and  a  half  high,  and  not  more  than  one 
half  of  thefe  dimenfions  in  breadth,  that  I 
can  fcarce  fuppofe  it  had  ever  been  in- 
tended for  common  ufe.  The  wall  was 
built  of  earth,  and  of  confiderable  thick- 
nefs.  Having  with  fome  difficulty  made 
my  way  into  this  fingular  building,  I  found 
a  large  fquare,  in  three  corners  of  which 
were  three  towers,  whole  doors  were 
Itill  on  a  fmaller  fcale  than  the  one  by 
which  I  had  entered.  I  at  length,  how- 
ever,   got  to  the   top,  and   obferved  from 

I  2  one 
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one  of  the  towers,  that,  inftead  of  a  para- 
pet, the  artift,  had  inclined  the  wall  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  one  might  difcover  any  ob- 
ject at  the  foot  of  the  caftle.  He  had  like- 
wife  given  the  curtain  between  the  towers 
a  curved  form,  in  order,  no  doubt,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  means  of  its  defence.  But 
having  fatisfied  my  curiofity  as  to  the 
nature  of  a  building  fo  little  expected  in 
the  defert,  I  began  to  open  my  eyes  to  a 
view  of  the  furrounding  country;  and  here 
all  my  ideas  of  the  Arabian  deferts,  fuch  as 
they  may  be  found  in  the  poetical  lan- 
guage of  oriental  tales,  were  fhort  of  the 
truth.  A  ftillnefs,  like  the  filence  of  night  ; 
the  faint  remains  of  a  breeze,  flill  glowing 
with  the  fervour  of  the  meridian  fun,  but 
now  finking  with  his  orb;  around  an  un- 
bounded wafte,  covered  with  a  dark  grey 
fand,  refembling  the  afhes  of  a  furnace,  and 
according  with  the  raging  heat  of  thofe 
regions  ;  the  vail  canopy  of  the  heavens, 
acrofs  whofe  pale  atmofphere  no  other  object 
is  feen  but  the  reddifh  difk  of  the  fun  dipt 
in  the  horizon,  in  the  moment  of  his  de- 
parture,— are  a  few  of  thofe  interefting  cir- 

cumftances 
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cumftances  which  confpired,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  to  imprefs  my  mind  with  an  unpleaf- 
ing  melancholy.  I  defcended  from  the 
caflle,  and  proceeded  to  join  my  compa- 
nions. 

We  continued  to  purfue  our  route  in  the 
fame  direction  ;  and  in  two  days  came  to 
fbme  wells,  contiguous  to  four  tents,  the 
women  belonging  to  which  gave  us  their 
affiftance  in  mending  and  filling  our  bot- 
tles. Next  morning  I  very  narrowly  ef- 
caped  diflocating  my  neck  by  a  fall  from 
,  my  camel,  as  he  got  up  to  refume  his 
march. 

In  three  days  more  we  defcried,  towards 
evening,  twelve  Arabs  in  the  defer t,  with 
a  company  of  camels.  The  chief  of  our 
caravan,  tempted,  I  am  afraid,  by  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  number,  having  order- 
ed his  men  to  give  chace,  they  were  pur- 
fued  and  fired  upon  ;  and  the  Arabs  left 
behind  them,  in  their  flight,  fome  linen, 
bottles,  and  clubs.  I  was  by  no  means 
fatisfied  with  this  atchievement  of  the  Be- 
douins ;  and,  thinking  it  very  improbable 
that   thofe   men  perambulated   the   de  fer  t 

I  3  by 
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by  themfelves,  I  dreaded  the  confequen- 
ces  of  fo  unprovoked  an  act.  of  hoftility. 
I  compared  the  late  extreme  caution  with 
which  I  had  fccn  our  people  approach  the 
lines  of  an  Arabian  camp,  with  this  wan- 
ton bravado  of  courage  againfl  a  handful 
of  men  entirely  deftitute  of  arms;  and  fe- 
cretly  condemned  the  conduct  of  the  ca- 
ravan. 

We  pafTed  the  enfuing  night,  however, 
without  moleftation,  and,  early  next  morn- 
ing, refumed  our  journey  -,  but  about  noon, 
the  apprehenfions  I  had  entertained  the  even- 
ing before  began  to  be  realized  ;  for  all  of 
a  iudden  we  faw  a  body  of  men  on  horfe- 
back,  riding  towards  us  at  full  fpeed.  The 
Bedouins  ftooped  their  camels,  and  enter- 
ed into  a  conference  with  a  meflenger  who 
came  to  treat  with  us  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  but  too  evident,  however, 
they  could  come  to  no  agreement  ;  for  the 
Arab  returned  to  his  friends,  and  our  cara- 
van ran  inflantly  to  arms. 

Meanwhile  we  continued  our  march; 
but,  after  an  interval  of  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  we  obferved.  a  large 

body 
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body  of  horfe  and  foot  in  purfuit  of 
us.  We  again  ftooped  our  camels  as 
compactly  as  poffible,  at  the  fame  time 
difplaying  a  flag,  containing  certain  fi- 
gures and  characters  in  white  upon  a 
blue  ground.  Our  mufketeers,  advancing 
about  two  hundred  paces,  polled  them- 
felves  in  the  front  of  the  caravan.  The 
lances  halted  at  the  diftance  of  fifty 
paces  before  the  Bedouin  ftandard,  which 
was  erected  at  the  corner  of  the  camp, 
on  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  and  defended  by 
the  reft  of  the  Bedouins,  armed  chiefly 
with  clubs  and  fibres.  The  Arabs  ad- 
vanced in  order  of  battle,  to  the  number 
of  five  hundred  men,  while  our  whole 
force  confifled  only  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  Bedouins,  however,  waited 
their  approach  with  fleadinefs  and  refo- 
lution,  (houting  "  Allah-ou- Allah  !"  which 
I  underflood  to  be  an  invocation  of 
God  to  witnefs  the  juftice  of  their  caufe, 
and  to  fuccour  them  in  battle.  The 
enemy  having  approached  within  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  hundred  paces  from  our  muf- 
keteers,   began   a   kind   of  running  fight, 

I  4  fuch 
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fuch  as  I  had  feen  practifed  in  the  Arabian 
camp,  which  I  have  already  had  frequent 
occaCons  to  mention.  The  Bedouins  kept 
up  an  irregular  lire  upon  their  opponents; 
when  the  Arabs,  extending  themfelves  as 
if  they  had  meant  to  furround  us,  chofe  to 
decline  a  clofe  engagement,  and  were  con- 
tented with  difcharging  their  pieces  againft 
the  caravan.  When  at  any  time,  how- 
ever, they  feemed  delirous  of  doling  with 
the  Bedouins,  we  rofe  in  a  body,  and  ad- 
vanced full  fpeed  to  meet  them;  while 
they,  as  it  would  feem,  perceiving  we 
were  prepared  for  the  conflict,  retreated 
flowly  on  the  plain. 

The  engagement  continued  to  be  main^ 
tained  in  this  indecifive  manner,  till  the 
approach  of  night,  when  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  having  retired  a  confider- 
able  dillance  from  the  caravan,  the  muf- 
keteers  drew  nearer  to  each  other.  On 
our  fide  there  was  not  one  man  killed  or 
wounded,  while  the  Bedouins  boafled  of 
having  killed  three  or  four  men  and  two 
camels  belonging  to  the  Arabs.  We 
kept,  during  the  night,  a  picquet  to- 
wards! 
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wards  the  enemy,  as  well  as  a  rear-guard, 
which  was  more  immediately  charged  with 
the  fafety  of  the  caravan.  The  clofe  at- 
tention given  by  both  parties  to  the  fignal 
or  watch-word,  which  was  repeated  in  very 
extraordinary  cries,  fuggefted  no  mean  idea 
of  their  military  conduct  and  circum- 
fpection.  Now  all  was  joy  and  uproar  in 
the  Bedouin  camp;  and  our  warriors, 
elated  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  preceding 
day,  celebrated  the  triumph  of  victory 
by  dances  defcriptive  of  all  the  manoeuvres 
of  an  Arabian  battle.  At  the  fame  time, 
while  it  was  their  buiinefs  to  flimulate  the 
national  courage  of  the  tribe,  by  the  fre- 
quent repetition  of  "  Ben  Halet,"  they 
were  equally  anxious  to  excite  their  whole 
rage  againfl  their  opponents,  by  the  mofl  vio- 
lent exclamations  of  "  Turkis,"  or  "  Turk," 
which  fignifies,  in  their  acceptation  of  the 
word,  an  implacable  enemy.  I  took  the 
liberty  of  obferving  to  my  conductor,  who 
feemed  to  be  a  fenfible  as  well  as  brave 
man,  that  a  little  repofe  would,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  a  better  preparative  for  a  new 
engagement  in  the    morning,    than   thofe 

intemperate 
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intemperate  and  unfeafonable  gufts  of 
joy;  and  likewife,  that,  without  waiting 
till  the  Arabs  mould  be  fïrengthened  by 
the  arrival  of  any  additional  force,  we 
ought  to  refume  our  march  by  day-break, 
placing  our  camels  in  the  center,  and  our 
armed  men  on  the  two  wings,  who  might 
be  in  confiant  readinefs  to  repel  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy.  My  advice  was  little  re- 
garded, and  I  was  not  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  Arabic  language  to  de- 
liver my  opinion  in  a  council  of  war, 
which  was  now  fitting  round  the  Bedou- 
in ftandard.  I  committed  myfelf,  there- 
fore, to  the  wifdom  of  Providence,  and  re- 
folved  to  profit  by  a  fmall  interval  of  re- 
pofe,  which,  however,  was  liable  to  be 
interrupted  by  the  balls  of  the  Arabs,  which 
at  times  whiffled  about  my  ears. 

The  engagement  was  renewed  early 
in  the  morning  ;  and,  after  lafting  two 
hours,  fimilar  in  all  refpecls  to  that 
of  the  preceding  day,  the  combatants 
on  both  fides  withdrew  from  the  field. 
The  caravan  had  a  fécond  conference 
with     the   enemy  5    and   at   eight  o'clock 

I  received 
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I  received  a  melTage  from  the  Bedouins, 
deliring  me  to  deliver  them  all  the  mo- 
ney in  my  pofTeffion  ;  to  which  requi- 
fition  I  very  readily  confented.  Couriers, 
however,  were  continually  arriving  as  be- 
fore, and,  as  I  heard  no  farther  mention  of 
the  money,  probably  intended  for  our  ran- 
fom,  I  concluded  that  ail  notion  of  recon- 
cilement between  the  contending  parties 
was  at  an  end  :  accordingly  I  foon  learn- 
ed, that  the  enemy  would  accept  of  nothing 
lefs  than  the  plunder  of  the  whole  caravan, 
and  that,  to  complete  this  unfortunate  ad- 
venture, we  were  now  wholly  at  their  dif- 
cretion.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  (o 
great  an  animofity  to  the  caravan,  who,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom  immemorial,  is  coniTantly 
permitted,  for  a  certain  acknowledgment  in 
money,  to  proceed  without  disturbance,  could 
only  be  owing  to  our  wanton  attack  of  the 
twelve  Arabs,  aggravated,  perhaps,  by  fome 
effuiion  of  blood  in  the  firft  engagement. 
Upon  receiving  a  final  anfwer  from  the 
enemy,  we  again  flood  to  oar  arms,  thougji 
confeious  we  were  far  from  being  in  a  con- 
dition to  hold  out  for  any  length  of  time 

asainfl; 
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againft  the  hardfhips  of  our  prefent  fitua- 
tion.  It  was  now  five  days  iince  we  laft 
filled  our  bottles,  and  our  water  was  nearly 
exhausted.  Befides,  the  exceilive  heat 
and  the  confiant  fatigue  and  agitation  of 
body  and  mind,  to  which  we  had  for  a 
confiderable  time  been  expofed,  had  intire- 
\y  exhaufted  our  ftrength. 

Towards  evening  the  Arabs  made  a  feint 
to  renew  the  attack,  but  they  declined  ap- 
proaching nearer  than  the  diftance  of  a  gun- 
mot,  and  we  had  not  one  man  either  killed 
or  wounded.  Night  coming  on,  the  enemy» 
retired  to  the  diftance  of  half  a  league  on 
the  plain;  when  we  took  care,  as  before,  to 
place  an  advanced  guard,  which,  with  fen^ 
tinels  Rationed  on  all  fides  of  the  caravan, 
watched  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Hav- 
ing obferved  that  our  men,  after  lighting  a 
great  many  fires  in  the  camp,  formed  them- 
felves  into  fmall  circles,  and  whifpered  each 
other  in  the  ear,  I  began  to  conjecture  that 
fome  fudden  and  fecret  enterprize  was  in 
agitation  :  accordingly,  about  ten  o'clock 
they  began  to  faddle  their  camels,  and  my 
conductor    defired    me   to   give    him    my 

linen, 
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linen,  that  he  might  pack  it  up  with  his  own. 
Another  Bedouin,  having  charged  himfelf 
with  the  leaft  weighty  part  of  my  pro- 
vifions,  advifed  me  to  abandon  the  re- 
mainder. I  faw  the  whole  caravan  em- 
ployed in  a  fimilar  manner  -,  and,  every 
thing  being  concerted  and  ready,  I  was 
exhorted  to  be  on  my  guard,  and  above 
all  things  to  flick  fail  to  my  dromedary,  for 
that  in  a  few  moments  the  caravan  would 
betake  itfelf  to  flight. 

What  a  difmal  profpect  was  now  before 
me  !  I  was  to  follow  the  caravan  at  the 
dreadful  gallop  of  the  camel  ;  the  hard  ilep 
and  ftubborn  nature  of  which  muft  expofe 
me  every  inftant  to  the  moil:  alarming  ac- 
cidents. If  unfortunately  I  fhould  happen  to 
fall  at  the  nrft  outfet,  I  muft  either  be 
crufhed  to  death  by  my  companions,  or  be 
left  alone  a  prey  to  all  the  miferies  of  the 
defert.  In  this  cafe  my  only  chance  of  fafety 
would  have  been,  by  purfuing  a  northern 
courfe  to  have  endeavoured  to  reach  the 
banks  of  the  Euphrates,  which  at  this  fea- 
fon  are  frequented  by  Arabian  tribes  ;  but 
which  were  diftant  at  leaft  four  days  journey. 

There 
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There  were  moments  when  I  could  not 
help  fecretly  wifhing  the  enemy  to  overtake 
us,  being  fatisfied  I  had  now  nothing  more 
defirable  to  expect,  than  either  to  perifli  by 
the  fword,  or  to  furrender  myfelf  a  pri- 
foner.  But  I  had  been  told  the  Arabs  are 
accuftomed  to  give  no  quarter  to  their 
enemies,  even  after  plundering  them  of 
their  goods,  confidering  themfelves  bound 
by  the  ties  of  hofpitaliiy  only  within  the 
lines  of  their  tents,  which  were  probably 
at  a  great  diflance.  I  reiigned  myfelf,  there- 
fore, to  the  difpofal  of  D  ivine  Providence, 
and,  having  placed  myfelf  firm  on  my  bol- 
ftars,  expected  patiently  the  fignal  for 
flight. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  they 
fet  up  the  ufual  cry,  Bonne  garde?  or,  Who 
goes  there  ?  while  at  the  fame  time  the 
Bedouins  were  bufily  employed,  all  over 
the  camp,  in  lighting  up  fires,  which,  as 
they  were  only  kept  alive  by  a  fort  of 
withered  bramble  gleaned  in  the  defert, 
were  of  very  fhort  duration.  This  ftrata- 
gem  was  fucceeded  by  an  interval  of  dead 
iilence  ;  but  at  half  an  hour  after  four,  as 

the 
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the  advanced  guard  was  ftill  hollowing 
Bonne  garde  ?  my  good  Arab  came  to  fee  if 
I  was  properly  feated  on  my  camel,  and  in 
the  fame  inftant  the  whole  caravan  (hot 
oyer  the  defert  like  a  flam  of  lightning 
into  the  S.  W. 

Acrofs  an  amazing  cloud  of  duft,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  abrupt  manner  of  our  de- 
parture, and  which  mufl:  have  been  ter- 
rible to  a  fpeclator  at  a  diflance,  I  began 
to  obferve  that  the  young  camels,  intended 
for  fale,  had  each  a  fetter  on  one  of  his 
feet  ;  a  precaution  which  was  meant  to 
free  us  of  their  incumbrance,  as  well  as  to 
obftrucl:  the  progrefs  of  the  Arabs,  by  di- 
verting their  attention  from  the  great  ob- 
ject of  their  purfuit.  We  fled  three  leagues 
towards  the  fouth,  at  the  full  ftretch  of  the 
dromedary  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  I  fat 
perched  as  upon  a  table  -,  and  nothing  but 
the  hand  of  Providence  could  have  pre- 
vented my  falling  from  the  back  of  this 
animal,  whofe  motions  were  fo  intolerably 
fevere,  that  at  every  jftep  my  bowels  feemed 
to  be  maken  in  pieces.  My  hands,  one 
holding  faft  before  and  the  other  behind, 

Supported 
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fupported  me  like  a  kind  of  buttrefs,  by 
which  means  they  were  already  much 
bruifed  and  lacerated,  while  my  nerves  had 
loll  their  fpring  and  fenfibility  in  fo  great  a 
degree,  that  I  was  twenty  times  on  the 
point  of  abandoning  my  Tiold. 

Meanwhile  the  enemy  were  in  clofe 
purfuit  of  us  ;  but  a  part  of  our  caravan 
having  fallen  into  their  hands,  they  loft 
fome  time  in  pillaging  their  effects  and 
catching  the  young  camels  ;  and  on  this 
occafion  my  poor  Arabian  cook,  whom  I 
hired  at  Baffora,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  in 
the  number  of  the  captives.  The  enemy, 
however,  being  occupied  with  their  plun- 
der, gave  us  time  to  leave  them  con  fid  er- 
ably  behind  -,  and  therefore,  after  run- 
ning three  leagues  further  S.  E.  our  little 
troop,  which  by  this  time  confifled  of  feven 
perfons  only,  refolved  to  detach  ourfelves 
intirely  from  the  remains  of  the  caravan. 
What  was  the  fate  of  the  other  Arabs,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  fay,  having  never,  from 
that  moment,  received  the  fmalleft  intelli- 
gence concerning  them.  We  now  made  a 
large  circuit  round  the  region  we  had  jufl 
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traverfed,  and  thus,  by  leaving  our  pur- 
fuers,  and  the  reft  of  the  caravan,  to  pro- 
fecute  a  route  directly  contrary  to  ours,  we 
refumed  our  former  direction  towards  the 
N.  W. 

Having   continued   our   flight    in     this 
quarter  with  the  fame  celerity,  we  at  length 
came   to  a   diftrict   of  the  defert   covered 
with  large  ftones  and  fragments  of  rocks  ; 
and    here  my   camel   ftumbling   againft  a 
ftone,    and  at  the  fame   inflant  making  a 
jerk  to   one   fide   of  the  path,   I   loft  my 
hold,  and  was  thrown  off  to  fome  diftance  ; 
but  happily  a  good  Arab  was  at  hand,  who 
immediately  ftooped  his  camel,  and  took 
me  up  behind  him;  my  dromedary,  mean 
time,  having   taken   flight,  overturned  his 
baggage,  and  a  Bedouin  cutting  the  ropes,  I 
was  deprived  at  once  of  all  my  provifions, 
with  a  confiderable  part  of  my  other  ne- 
cefTaries,    while   my   camel    marched    un- 
loaded before  us. 

About  eight  o'clock  we  entered  the  dry 
bed  of  a  torrent,  and  were  at  pains  to 
conceal  ourfelves,  whilft  one  of  our  men 
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went  to  reconnoitre  from  an  eminence  what 
was  pafîing  in  the  plain.  He  could  difcover 
neither  the  enemy  nor  the  caravan,  and  we 
again  mounted  our  camels  ;  but  I  was  now 
feated  on  a  miferable  pack-faddle,  confifting 
of  a  rude  bolfter  of  hay  placed  round  the 
dromedary's  bunch,  with  four  pieces  of  a 
board  imitating  the  flock  of  a  faddle  ;  and 
as  we  purfued  our  route  nearly  with  the 
fame  difpatch  as  we  had  done  before,  my 
fufferings  are  not  to  be  defcribed. 

At  ten,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  rock,  we 
difcovered  a  fpring  of  fweet  water  fur- 
rounded  with  fhrubs,  a  circumftance  which 
feemed  to  announce  it  of  a  good  quality. 
Being  now  completely  worn  out  with  thirffc 
and  fatigue,  I  was  unable  to  reftrain  the 
importunity  of  nature,  and  took  almoffc  a 
bottle  of  it  at  one  draught  ;  but  I  foon  be- 
came indifpofed,  and  had  reafon  to  be  forry 
for  the  imprudence  of  my  conduce.  If 
we  had  had  any  fufpicion  of  meeting  the 
enemy  in  this  quarter,  the  recent  traces 
of  cattle  which  had  been  watering  in  the 
morning  muft  have  increafed  our  appre- 
henfions.  We  took  care,  however,  to  place 
o  a  fentinel 
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a  fentinel  on  a  rifing  ground,  who  kept  a 
fharp  look-out,  while  we  remained  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  continue  our  flight  at  the  nrft 
fignal.  As  he  could  difcover  neither  man 
nor  beaft  in  the  wide  extent  of  the  defert, 
we  began  to  be  fatisfied  that  our  counter- 
march had  entirely  efcaped  the  obfervation 
of  the  Arabs. 

I  now  confidered  in  what  manner  I 
could  reward  my  friend  the  Arab,  who 
fo  generoufly  {looped  his  dromedary,  and 
took  me  up  behind  him,  when  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  from  my  own.  I  could 
not  fail  to  reflect  that  while  he  delivered 
me  from  immediate  death,  or  perhaps  from 
the  more  deplorable  calamity  of  flarving 
in  the  defert,  he  had  expofed  himfelf  to 
the  imminent  danger  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  an  enraged  enemy.  My  money 
was  reduced  to  the  very  trifling  fum  of 
four  pialtres,  which,  with  an  earneft  re- 
queft  that  he  would  accept  of  them  as 
a  fmall  teitimony  of  affectionate  gratitude, 
I  prefented  to  my  benefactor.  So  fami- 
liar, however,  are  the  fentiments  of  charity 
and  beneficence  to  the  minds  of  thofe  peo- 
K  2  pie, 
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pie,  that  he  had  no  idea  of  what  prompted 
me  to  offer  him  money.  Upon  his  modefl 
but  peremptory  refufal,  I  laid  the  pieces 
on  his  robe,  and  left  him;  but  in  a  few 
minutes  he  came  to  me  with  the  money  in 
his  hand  ;  and  fuch  was  the  extreme  deli- 
cacy of  this  worthy  man's  feelings,  that  he 
was  not  perfuaded  into  compliance,  until 
I  had  allured  him  that  I  offered  thefe 
piaftres,  not  as  the  reward  of  his  fervices, 
but  as  the  memorial  of  a  friend,  who  loved 
and  efteemed  him. 

I  had  now  no  provifions  of  my  own, 
having  loft  them  in  the  defert;  but  I  had 
little  caufe  of  regret,  as  the  good  Arabs  took 
care  to  adminifler  to  my  wants.  They 
baked  oaten  cakes,  and  toafled  them  on 
the  fand,  or  at  a  fire  of  brambles,  and 
having  fpread  them  with  dates,  or  butter 
obtained  from  the  milk  of  the  female  camel, 
applied  them  a  fécond  time  to  the  heat. 
At  our  meals  I  was  conftantly  treated  with 
a  larger  portion  of  this  buttered  cake,  which 
is  far  from  being  a  bad  kind  of  ragout, 
than  fell  to  the  fhare  of  any  one  of  my 
companions  j   by  reafon,   however,   of  the 

great 
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great  diminution  of  provifions,  it  was  but 
feldom  we  could  afford  this  treat,  and 
were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  dates  as 
our  chief  means  of  fubfiftence.  This 
fingular  attention  in  the  Bedouins  to  my 
fupport,  which  was  above  the  fufpicion 
of  an  interefted  motive,  continued  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  in  the  fame  manner  and  degree  to 
the  day  of  our  feparation. 

Our   fears   of  the   enemy,    which  were 
greatly  encreafed  by  frefh  traces  of  cattle 
vifible  about  the  well,  not  permitting  us 
to  linger,   after  dinner    we    mounted   our 
camels,  and  fled  till  night,  almoft  with  the 
fame  rapidity  as  in  the  morning.     My  pain 
and  fatigue  were  fcarce  to  be  borne  ;  every 
inch  of  my  feat  applied  to  the  pack-faddle 
was  covered  with  fores,  and,  partly  owing 
to  my  infirmities,  and  partly  to  the  loofe 
condition  of  the  faddle,  which  was  thrown 
backwards  at  every  ftep  of  the  dromedary, 
I. was  frequently  pitched   upon  his   hump. 
My  nerves  were    benumbed,   and   become 
incapable     of    farther      exertions,     while 
my  fingers,  in  confequence  of  an  extreme 
K  3  agitation 


134       TRAVELS  ROUND   THE  WORLD, 

agitation  in  my  blood,  fhaked  involuntarily, 
like  the  keys  of  a  harpiichord.  In  this  mi- 
ferable  condition,  having  loft  my  appetite, 
I  was  unable  to  take  what  nourishment 
was  necerTary  for  my  fupport  ;  but  I  looked 
forward  with  hope  of  relief  to  that  refrefliing 
repofe  I  promifed  myfelf  in  the  approach- 
ing night.  About  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  however,  I  was  told  by  the  Arabs 
that  it  was  necerTary  to  go  on.  There 
was  no  time  left  to  expoftulate  ;  I  mount- 
ed my  dromedary  in  the  beft  manner  I  was 
able,  and  went  on  at  a  long  ftep,  which  I 
endeavoured  to  bear  with  all  the  patience 
in  my  power. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  halted 
at  a  piece  of  hollow  ground,  where  we  lay 
down  and  flept  till  fix.  Mounting  our 
camels  again,  we  purfued  our  journey  the 
whole  day,  fometimes  at  a  trot,  fometimes 
at  a  kind  of  gallop,  according  as  the  defert 
feemed  more  or  lefs  frequented.  The  fol- 
lowing morning  we  difcovered  the  banks 
of  the  Euphrates,  on  which  ftood  a  folitary 
building  -,    but  having  fuddenly  obfcrved  a 
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company  of  Arabs,  wc  turned  the  heads  of 
our  camels,  and  fled  full  fpeed.  We  paffed 
heaps  of  ftones  at  different  intervals,  which 
were  probably  defigned  for  a  direction  of 
the  road.  I  obferved  likewife  large  mounds 
of  earth,  but  whether  natural  or  artificial 
I  cannot  pretend  to  fay.  In  regulating 
our  flight,  we  were  directed  by  the  N.  W. 
wind  in  the  day-time,  and  at  night  took 
our  direction  from  the  motions  of  the 
ftars. 

The  dromedary  here,  which  differs  from 
that  of  Africa,  being  fmaller,  and  having 
but  one  bunch,  feems  to  be  particularly 
intended  for  the  ufe  of  man  in  thofe  defert 
regions.  Notwithstanding  the  extreme 
fatigue  to  which  he  was  fubjected  in  con- 
fequence  of  very  long  ftages,  and  although 
he  was  occaiionally  four  or  five  days  with- 
out water,  eating  only  a  few  brambles, 
which  he  gleaned  in  the  defert  in  the 
hurry  of  his  march,  he  appeared  to  have 
no  manner  of  complaint.  Befides,  he  re- 
mained ftooped,  according  to  cuflom,  dur- 
ing the  whole  courfe  of  the -night;  but  he 
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is  endowed  with  the  faculty  of  bringing 
up  his  food,  which  he  fwallows  at  firft  in 
hafte,  and  which  he  ruminates  afterwards 
at  his  convenience,  in  the  manner  of  the 
ox.  It  is  unnecerlary  for  me  to  defcribe 
the  ftruclure  of  an  animal  which  is  fo  uni- 
verfally  known. 

Our  difcoveiy  at  this  moment  of  a 
well  was  a  fortunate  event,  as  our  bottles 
were  almoft  entirely  empty;  but,  finding 
it  expedient  to  fpend  little  time  in  taking 
our  fupply  of  water,  we  departed  as  we  had 
arrived,  at  full  fpeed,  in  order  to  elude  the 
keepers  of  cattle,  whofe  traces  were  obferv- 
able  all  around  it. 

In  four  days  we  faw  a  ridge  of  high 
mountains  on  the  left,  ftretching  along 
the  horizon  ;  and  a  little  afterwards  there 
appeared  a  fmall  cloud,  followed  by  feveral 
others,  which,  as  the  defert  had  hitherto 
prefented  a  iky  uniformly  ferene,  was  be- 
come an  object  of  fome  curiolity. 

We  were  Hill,  however,  fubjected  to 
unremitting  anxiety  and  fatigue,  from 
marches  and  counter-marches,  which  we 
were    obliged    to   make    as    often    as    we 
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discovered  the  traces  of  a  camel,  or  the 
footileps  of  an  Arab.  As  the  little  bot- 
toms in  the  defert  are  much  frequented 
by  the  natives  in  the  fummer  feafon,  it 
often  happened  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
being  difcovered  after  reaching  the  top  of 
an  eminence,  we  found  it  expedient  to  turn, 
and  defcend  it  at  full  fpeed.  When,  which 
was  often  the  cafe,  our  march  happened  to 
lie  through  a  narrow  and  difficult  paflage, 
we  made  it  our  buiinefs  to  hide  ourfelves 
during  the  day,  and  refumed  our  journey 
at  the  approach  of  night. 

We  now  began  to  draw  near  to  the  high 
mountains  above  mentioned,  when  I  ob- 
ferved  the  little  vallies  of  their  vicinity 
white  with  falt-petre,  which  had  no  doubt 
been  depofited  by  the  winter  rains.  In 
fome  places  the  foil,  formed  into  a  dry 
cruft,  was  raifed  about  four  inches  above 
the  level  of  the  folid  ground  ;  infomuch 
that  our  camels,  under  whofe  feet  it  broke 
at  every  flep,  found  it  extremely  difficult 
to  proceed.  This  uncommon  puffed  ftate 
of  the  foil  is  evidently  occafioned  by  the 

exceffive 
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exceiilve  heat  of  the  fun,  which  fets  in  at 
the  end  of  the  rainy  feafon. 

My  fellow-travellers  were  at  pains  to 
direct  my  eye  to  a  town  fituated  among 
thofe  mountains,  whofe  name  I  have  for- 
gotten, and  which  I  was  unable  to  per- 
ceive. I  law  an  Arabian  fair  in  the  plain, 
and  paffed  fome  ancient  ruins,  which,  how- 
ever, from  their  fize,  did  not  feem  to  merit 
much  of  the  traveller's  attention. 

We  met  with  the  vertiges  of  encamp- 
ments, which,  in  the  winter  feafon,  the 
Arab  pitches  upon  the  heights,  and  gene- 
rally in  the  vicinity  of  a  torrent.  Here 
the  foil  is  of  greater  depth,  but,  on  ac- 
count of  numberlefs  rat-holes,  which  are 
probably  abandoned  as  foon  as  the  drought 
commences,  is  extremely  painful  to  the 
feet  of  the  camel  :  the  earth  being  com- 
pletely undermined,  the  moment  he  fets 
his  foot  on  the  ground,  the  cruft  gives 
way,  and  it  is  not  without  a  confiderable 
effort  that  he  can  extricate  his  hoof  from 
the  foil.  Happily,  however,  in  this  era- 
barraffing  fituation  we  were  not  under  the 
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neceffity  of  travelling  with  our  ufual  ex- 
pedition. 

We  turned  to  the  right,  and,  directing 
our  march  in  the  line  of  the  mountains, 
arrived  at  a  watering-place  in  the  midft  of 
a  plain.  Having  here  defcended  into  a 
very  deep  cavern,  formed  by  huge  rocks, 
we  found  in  a  vaft  bafon  or  cavity  a  foun- 
tain of  bitter  water,  which,  confidering  its 
tafte,  fmell,  colour,  and  fituation,  merits 
a  place  in  the  catalogue  of  the  infernal 
fources.  Next  day,  at  fome  diflance  from 
this  cave,  we  lay  concealed  in  the  hollows, 
and  as  foon  as  it  was  dark  refumed  our 
journey  along  the  fide  of  the  hills.  We 
had  the  benefit  of  the  moon  till  ten,  when 
we  flopped,  and  waited  her  going  down  ; 
for,  as  we  were  about  to  enter  a  long  and 
narrow  defile,  in  order  that  we  might  be 
more  in  the  direction  of  Aleppo,  we  were 
afraid  of  falling  in  with  the  natives.  Hav- 
ing lately  feen  an  Arabian  fair  in  the  plain, 
and  as  we  had  obferved  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day  that  this  confined  paffage,  as  well 
as  the  adjacent  grounds,  were  frequented 
by  Arabs,  the  apprehenfions  of  my  fellow- 
travellers 
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travellers  were  far  from  appearing  extra- 
vagant,    We   fent  a  fcout   before,   to  re- 
connoitre, and    ftole  on   without   uttering 
a  fingle  word  ;  for,  from    the  dead   flill- 
nefs  which    reigns  over  the   face   of   the 
defer t,  a  very  fmall  noife   may   be    heard 
at  a  confiderable  diilance.     Even  our  ca- 
mels,  whofe    inftincts   are    truly   wonder- 
ful,  feemed  to   con  duel  themfelves  under 
firnilar  impremons.     At  midnight  I  heard 
the  found  of  a  bell  in  the  defert,  and  foon 
after  obferved  fome  Arabs  of  a  neighbour- 
ing camp,  who  were  leading  an  afs.  Dread- 
ing the  confequences  of  being  difcovered, 
we  lay  down  behind  our  camels,  not  with- 
out apprehending,  however,  that  the  noife 
of  the  Arabs   might   put    our  animals   to 
flight.     Fortunately   they  remained   quiet, 
and   our  fcout    returned   in    a   little   time 
from  taking  a  view  of  the  country;  but  as 
we  were  in  a  flate  of  uncertainty  whether 
we  had  not  been  difcovered  by  the  Arabs 
who  had.iuïr.  paffed  us,  and  as  it  was  the 
opinion  of  our  fpy,  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous  to  hazard  the  paffage  un- 
der the  prefent  circumftances,  we  mounted 

cur 
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our  camels  in  profound  filence,  and  betook 
ourfelves  to  flight. 

Continuing  our  route  in  the  line  of  the 
fame  mountains,  we  began  to  afcend  them 
the  next  day  ;  but  we  had  no  fooner  reach- 
ed the  top  of  the  nrft,  ridge,  than,  looking 
back  upon  the  plain,  we  faw  it  crouded 
with  Arabian  camps,  and  could  not  help 
congratulating  ourfelves  on  our  fortunate 
efcape.  Thefe  are  the  nrft  heights  of  any 
confequence  which  we  had  met  with  fince 
our  departure  from  BaiTora.  Here  the  foil 
begins  to  be  a  little  more  fufceptible  of  cul- 
ture, and  the  brambles  feem  of  a  dif- 
ferent fpecies  from  thofe  of  the  defert. 
We  faw  a  wild-boar  turn  into  the  recefs 
of  a  mountain.  Upon  defcending  we  enter- 
ed a  vaft  plain,  with  diftant  hills  on  each 
fide  of  us.  Our  profpects  had  now  loft  a 
great  deal  of  their  former  dreary  uniformity. 
Although  I  was  in  fome  degree  recovered 
from  my  nrft  fatigue,  and  a  little  more  ac- 
cuftomed  to  my  fituation,  the  rude  motion 
of  the  dromedary  proved  ftiil  extremely 
painful.  I  cannot  impute  my  bad  con- 
dition, however,  to  any  particular  delicacy 

of 
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of  constitution,  fince  one  of  the  hardy 
Bedouins  frequently  lagged  behind,  and 
appeared  at  leaft  to  be  equally  worn  out 
with  myfelf.  In  our  flight  over  the  de- 
fert  I  laboured  under  one  great  and  pecu- 
liar difadvantage,  I  mean  my  inability  to 
keep  the  camel  to  his  proper  pace  ;  for 
thofe  who  are  ufed  to  travel  on  this  ani- 
mal feldom  go  at  a  trot,  but  almoft  always 
at  a  kind  of  amble,  which  is  equally  expe- 
ditious, and  much  lefs  fevere  to  the  rider. 
As  this  animal  is  actuated  by  a  furprifing 
emulation  to  pafs  his  companions  on  the 
road,  when  I  happened  to  have  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  left  behind,  his  impatience 
to  come  up  with  them  made  him  con- 
stantly fall  into  a  moft  formidable  trot, 
which  it  was  by  no  means  in  my  power 
either  to  moderate  or  prevent. 

We  filled  our  bottles  at  a  well  of  excel- 
lent water,  fituated  in  a  kind  of  yard,  and 
furrounded  by  the  ruins  of  a  confiderable 
caftle;  but  obferving  the  ground  ftiil  moift 
with  water  that  had  been  recently  drawn, 
we  thought  it  advifeable  to  fpend  but  little 

time 
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time  in  this  place.  We  continued  our 
journey,  with  the  mountains  always  on  the 
right,  fleeping  ftill  in  the  hollows  during 
night.  Next  day  we  travelled  in  the  fame 
direction,  permitting  our  camels  to  graze 
at  intervals  among  the  rocks  which  cover- 
ed us  from  the  obfervation  of  the  natives. 
At  night  we  proceeded  along  a  path  formed 
in  the  channel  of  a  torrent,  but  quitted  it 
in  the  morning  to  purfue  our  march  in  the 
direction  of  the  mountains. 

Here  the  footfteps  of  the  camel  become 
very  obfervable,  while  the  defert  begins  to 
be  beaten,  and  to  have  the  appearance  of 
being  much  more  frequented  than  former- 
ly. Even  in  this  place  we  were  obliged 
to  pafs  the  day  as  ufuaî,  fkulking  in  the 
dry  bed  of  a  torrent,  and  continuing  our 
journey  during  the  night  by  the  foot  of 
the  mountains. 

At  eight  o'clock  I  obferved  a  fire  on 
the  heights,  and  heard  the  barking  cfdogs, 
which  had  probably  perceived  us  in  the  de- 
fert ;  fymptoms  of  population,  which  were 
foon  confirmed  by  evident  veftiges  of  the 
plough.      At    twelve    we    croifed    feveral 
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cultivated  fields,  feparated  from  one  ano- 
ther by  fmall  ditches.  At  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning  we  came  to  houfes,  and  a 
brook  of  running  water,  for  the  firft  time 
fince  we  left  the  confines  of  Bafibra  ;  and 
having  at  length  entered  a  built  village,  we 
ilooped  our  dromedaries,  and  itood  to  our 
arms.  Every  foul  in  the  village  feemed 
to  be  afleep,  and  I  was  not  a  little  inclined 
to  follow  their  example. 

The  return  of  day  prefented  us  with  a 
country  watered  with  the  rain  and  dew  of 
heaven,  and  in  no  mean  ftate  of  improve- 
ment ;  upon  which  flood  a  number  of  pop- 
lars, the  firft  tree  I  obferved  after  fetting 
foot  on  the  defert.  The  villagers,  inti- 
midated by  our  warlike  appearance,  and 
probably  miflaking  us  for  a  band  of  rob- 
bers who  had  lately  committed  depreda- 
tions in  the  wildernefs,  came  to  requefl 
that  we  would  withdraw  into  an  adjacent 
field,  where  we  mould  be  at  liberty  to 
refrefh  ourfelves  immole  fled.  We  fub- 
mitted  ;  and,  having  refted  till  eleven, 
we  again  mounted  our  camels,  and  con- 
tinued our  journey  in  the  direction  of  a 

country 
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country  which  appeared  flill  more  beauti- 
ful and  populous. 

Meanwhile  I  was  much  entertained  with 
the  great  conflernatlon  which  a  moil  com* 
plete  change  in  the  appearance  of  furround- 
ing  objects  produced  in  our  camels.  The 
different  afpect  of  a  Turk  and  an  Arab  in 
drefs,  figure,  and  ftature;  the  novelty  of 
houfes,  dogs,,  trees,  and  rivulets  ;  in  fhort, 
every  thing  occurred  in  its  turn  as  a  caufe  of 
difmay;  a  circumftance  which  was  attend- 
ed with  frefh  difficulties  to  the  traveller, 
though  of  a  very  different  nature  from 
thofe  he  had  lately  experienced.  Our  ani- 
mals continued  to  advance  with  unabatins: 
diffidence  and  trepidation  ;  and,  on  one  oc- 
cafion,  a  rat  happening  to  run  acrofs  the 
road,  threw  our  whole  troop  into  great  ter- 
ror and  confufion.  One  of  our  men  was 
difmounted,  and  it  was  not  without  much 
difficulty  that  the  reft  of  the  company  were 
able  to  keep  their  feats.  At  the  entrance 
to  the  firfl  bridge,  the  dromedary,  appre- 
hending, perhaps  from  the  found  of  his 
foot-fteps,  there  was  fome  want  of  folidity 
below,    made   a   dead  paufe;  and  a  con- 
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fiderable   fpace  of  time  pafTed  before  we 
could  accomplifh  our  pafTage. 

We  paiTed  freque.it  villages,  and  were 
now  travelling  through  a  country  like  one 
continued  garden,  producing  trees  and 
plants  of  various  kinds.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon  we  came  to  a  kind  of  arcade, 
within  which  was  a  charming  fountain  of 
water  ;  but  the  Bedouins,  being  feized  with 
the  difquietude  and  hefitation  of  their  ca- 
mels, flopped  lhort,  and  declined  to  enter 
it,  until  one  of  their  number  had  recon- 
noitred the  place.  Faffing  feveral  water- 
mills,  and  a  burying-ground,  we  at  lair, 
perceived,  at  fome  diftance  before  us,  the 
walls  of  a  great  town.  The  numbers  of 
the  dead  obfervable  in  the  multitude  of 
grave-ftones,  the  rich  appearance  of  the 
adjacent  country,  and  many  fine  gardens 
along  the  road,  fuggefted  the  idea  of  a  very 
extenfive  city.  After  proceeding  a  con- 
siderable way  on  the  outfide  of  the  town- 
wall,  we  were  about  to  halt  for  refresh- 
ment, when  we  received  a  mefTage  from 
the  bafha,  ordering  us  inftantly  to  depart  ; 
at  the  fame  time  threatening  us  with  the 

whole 
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Whole  weight  of  his  difpleafure  in  cafe  of 
difobedience.     Senfible  that  we  were  at  the 
mercy  of  a  tyrant,  we  thought   it   expe- 
dient  to  withdraw  to  fome  diilancej  but 
we   foon  received  a  fimilar  notice,  and   I 
began  to  imagine  that  the  terror  of  the  in- 
habitants,  at  the  approach  of  armed  Be- 
douins, is  fo  great  that  every  one  trembles 
for  his  own  fecurity  as  long  as  they  remain 
in  his  neighbourhood.     Meanwhile  a  bold 
Arab,  highly  incenfed  at   the  infolence  of 
the  people,  and  whofe  patience  was  unable 
to  brook  any  farther  interruption,  ilooped 
his  dromedary,  and  planted   his  lance  in 
the   ground,  in  order  to  denote  his    right 
of  pofTeffion  ;    and    in    fpite    of    the    re- 
proaches  and  violent  abufe   poured    upon 
us    from    the    furrounding    gardens,    the 
whole  band  inftantly  followed  his  exam- 
ple.    On   the  third  of  Auguft,  therefore, 
and  on  the  thirty- fifth  day   iince   our  de- 
parture from  BafTora,  we  fixed  our  quar- 
ters in  the  vicinity  of  this  city. 

Our  marches  and  counter-marches  in  the 
defert  had  occaiioned  fuch  confufion  in 
my  ideas,  refpetting  the  direction  of  our 
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route,  that  I  now  found  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  determine  by  the  maps  the  place 
of  our  prefent  encampment.     Having  ob- 
ferved  that  the  general  line  of  our  march 
was  greatly  to  the  W.  of  Aleppo,   I  could 
find  nothing  in  my  geographical  computa- 
tions, at  our   fuppofed  diftance  from  zfche 
fea,  that  could  at  all  correfpond  to  it,  but 
the  ancient  city  of  Damafcus.     I  afked  my 
companions  if  this  was  not  the  name  of 
the  town  ;  but  was  anfwered,  that  it  was 
called  Chams,  or  the  City  of  the  Sun  ;  that 
it  was  governed  by  a  very  powerful  bafha  ; 
and  that  the  name  of  my  country  had  never 
yet  reached  the  ears  of  the  inhabitants.     It 
was  added,  that  the  people  are  a  peculiar- 
ly vicious  and  malevolent  race  ;  and  indeed 
I  was   not  misinformed,  if  I  may  depend 
for  proof  on  thofe   horrid  curfes  and  exe- 
crations regularly   poured  out  againfr.   the 
Turks,  as  often  as  the  Bedouins  returned 
from  market.      Refpecting  our  actual  fitua- 
tion  on  the  globe,  however,  I  was  now  more 
in  the   dark  than  before  ;  and,  being  told 
that  Aleppo  was  ftill  at  the  diftance  of  ten 
days  journey,  I  urged  my  conductor  to  fet 

out 
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out  with  me  foon  for  that  place.  In  the 
mean  time  I  was  faint  with  hunger  and  fa- 
tigue, and  therefore  fent  immediately  to 
Chams  for  provifions,  which  we  devoured 
with  great  eagernefs  the  moment  they  were 
fet  before  us.  I  bathed  to  refrefh  my  weary 
limbs,  changed  my  drefs,  and  made  it  my 
bufinefs  to  profit  by  the  prefent  interval  of 
repofe. 

I  now  entreated  my  conductor  to  lead 
me  to  fome  inn  or  houfe  of  entertain- 
ment for  ftrangers  ;  but,  to  a  man  whofe 
notions  and  habits  of  life  were  fo  little 
familiar  to  European  manners,  my  pro- 
pofal  plainly  appeared  idle  and  ridicu- 
lous. Belides,  he  was  under  no  fmall 
concern,  left  I  mould  be  molefted,  and 
even  infulted  by  the  Turks.  Next  day, 
having  exprefled  my  defire  of  making 
ibme  acquaintance  with  the  Afiatic 
Chriflians,  it  was  not  long  till  he  in- 
troduced me  to  a  man  of  the  Syriac 
ritual,  from  whom  I  learned,  that  Chams 
is  the  name  the  Arabs  give  to  Damalcus. 
Afterwards  I  met  with  a  father  jefuit  in  the 
ftreets,  drerled  in  the  famion  of  the  coun- 
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try,  who,  upon  hearing  I  was  French, 
aflured  me  he  was  of  the  fame  nation,  and 
invited  me  to  an  afylum  in  his  hofpicc  or 
convent  5  a  favour  which  I  accepted  with 
much  pleafure  and  alacrity. 

The  city  of  Damafcus  is  large  and  po- 
pulous. The  houfes  in  front,  or  on  the 
iide  of  the  ftreet,  are  very  indifferent  ;  but 
they  prefent  a  handfome  appearance  to- 
wards the  gardens.  It  contains  manufac- 
tures in  various  branches  -,  the  market- 
places are  well  conftrucT:ed,  and  ornament- 
ed with  a  rich  colonade  of  variegated  mar- 
ble. The  flreets,  in  general,  are  tolerably 
broad  ;  but  the  diftricT:  frequented  by  Chrif- 
tians  is  mean,  and  in  all  refpects  much  in- 
ferior to  the  other  quarters  of  the  town. 

The  great  trade  and  population  of  Da- 
mafcus, as  well  as  the  high  veneration  in 
which  it  is  held  by  Muffulmen,  are  owing 
to  its  being  the  place  of  general  rendezvous 
for  the  Mahometan  pilgrims  of  Europe, 
and  the  northern  parts  of  Syria,  on  their 
way  to  Mecca,  a  circumftance  which  has 
entitled  it  Mahomet's  Heel. 

The  caravan  of  Mecca  is  always  con- 
ducted 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  151 

eluded  by  the   bafha   of  Damafcus,    who 
receives  a  confiderable  appointment  from 
the  Porte  on  this  account,  as  well  as  to 
maintain  a  military  force,  and  to  keep  cer- 
tain caftles  on  the  defert  in  repair.     Theie 
forts  are  to  defend  the  pilgrim  wells  again  ft 
the  ravages  of  the  Arabs,  who  are  regu- 
larly paid  a  certain  tribute  by   the  caravan 
for  liberty  to  pafs  unmolefled.     They  are 
joined,   at  a  certain  diflance  from  Damaf- 
cus, by  the  caravans  of  Bagdad  and  Grand 
Cairo  ;  in   the   firft  of  which  are  pilgrims 
from  all  the  fouthern  parts  of  Alia,  and  in 
the  latter  fimilar  followers  of  their  prophet 
from    the   different   tribes   and  nations   of 
Africa.     As  the  caravan's  arrival  at  Mecca 
is  fixed  for  the  two  great  folemnities,  the 
feaft  of  Courban  Beyran,  or  Abraham's  fa» 
crince,  and  that  of  Beyran,  Or  the  Turkiih 
carnival,  at  the  end  of  Ramadan,  and  cor- 
refponding  to  the  Jewiih  pafibver,  it  muft 
not  be  detained  at  Damafcus  beyond  the 
ordinary  period  of  its  departure,  under  any 
pretext  whatever. 

The  jefuits   of  Damafcus    fhewed   me 

every  attention  and  civility  in  their  power  ; 
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and  indeed  the  hofpitality  they  afforded  me 
in  a  city  which  properly  does  not  contain  one 
refident  European,  and  where  the  manners 
of  the  people  are  uncommonly  cruel  and 
ferocious,  was  the  moil  grateful  and  fea- 
fonable  of  all  the  inftances  of  kindnefs  I 
received  in  the  whole  courfe  of  my  tra- 
vels. In  fine,  the  good  fathers  found 
me  a  guide  to  Baruth,  on  the  borders 
of  the  Mediterranean,  four  days  journey 
from  Damafcus  ;  and  therefore,  after 
paffing  near  a  week  in  their  ho/pice,  \ 
bade  adieu  to  my  friends  the  jefuits. 


C  II  A  P. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Travels  from  Damafcus  to  Baruth,  Sidon, 
and  St.  John  d'Acre  -,  with  different  ex- 
curjions  to  Mount  Lebanon,  the  coun- 
try of  the  ^uejrouan,  and  that  of  the 
Drufes. 

HAVING  fet  out  from  Damafcus 
for  Baruth,  with  the  mountains  as 
formerly  on  the  right,  a  tolerable  road  led 
us  to  their  fummitj  and  at  ten  o'clock, 
after  eight  hours  march,  put  up  at  a  fmall 
village.  Though  the  foil  is  extremely- 
dry,  with  little  appearance  of  cultivation, 
I  found  here  excellent  fruit,  milk,  and 
vegetables.  Refuming  our  journey  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  after  afcending  and 
defcending  for  a  confiderable  time,  we 
entered  a  narrow  defile  of  great  length, 
which  introduced  us  to  a  large  and  exten- 
five  plain  named  Beca,  fomewhat  inarfhy, 
but  of  a  black  and  fertile  foil.  Near  to  the 
centre    of  this   plain  we    crofled   a   fmall 

river, 
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river,  and  foon  came  to  a  village,  which 
jferves  as  a  granary  for  the  greater!:  part  of 
the  grain  raifed  in  the  neighbouring  parts 
of  the  country.  We  left  this  village  at 
our  ufual  hour  of  the  night,  and  afcended 
high  and  craggy  mountains,  which,  how- 
ever, were  cultivated  as  much  as  appeared 
compatible  with  the  nature  and  quality 
of  the  foil  :  the  difficulty  and  fatigue  of 
afcending  and  defcending  them  are  fo 
great,  that  feveral  of  our  mules  fell  lame, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  continue  our  pro- 
grefs  on  foot. 

As  every  inch  of  the  little  foil  the  na- 
tives owe  to  nature  is  planted  with  vine* 
yards,  mulberries,  and  fruit-trees,  we 
were  well  fupplied  upon  the  rp^d  with 
fruits  of  various  kinds,  which  grow  in 
abundance  amongft  thefe  wild  and  difmal 
recks.  We  flopped  at  a  cottage  in  or- 
der to  take  fome  refrefhment,  where  I 
obferved  the  remains  of  a  considerable 
fountain,  which  formerly  ufed  to  water  the 
mulberry-trees  in  its  vicinity. 

The  Afiatic  method  of  cultivating  the 
mulberry   is    different   from    that    in    ufe 

among 
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among  Europeans.  According  to  the  lat- 
ter, though  at  a  certain  feafon  the  tree  is 
deprived  of  its  leaves,  ftill  it  is  permitted 
to  rife  to  its  full  growth  ;  whereas,  by  the 
former,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  ilripped 
of  its  leaves  it  is  lopped  of  its  branches  i 
and  hence  the  mulberry- tree  of  eaftern 
countries  is  feldom  above  eight  or  nine 
feet  high. 

In  this  country  I  was  every  where 
hofpitably  received.  The  common  food 
of  the  inhabitants  confifls  of  fweet  and 
four  milk,  and  a  fort  of  crape- cal 
toafled  on  a  cylinder  of  hewn  {lone, 
which  is  heated  from  within.  The  milk 
of  this  country  I  found  much  better  than 
that  of  the  defert,  which  was  not  only  four, 
but  hardened  to  the  conhilency  of  a  flint 
ftone. 

The  natives  of  the  mountains  have  a 
noble  fimplicity  of  character,  equally  re- 
moved from  the  domineering  arrogance  of 
the  Turk,  and  that  mean  fervility  of  fpirit, 
which,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  feems  to  debate 
the  Chriflian  vifage  within  the  walls  of 
Damafcus.     The    Çhriftians  of  that  city, 

partly 
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partly  owing  to  Mahometan  tyranny,  and 
partly  to  their  own  daftardly  behaviour,  are 
fubjected  to  the  condition,  and  merit  the 
appellation,  of  flaves,  rather  than  the  cha- 
racter of  men. 

We  proceeded  on  our  journey  during 
night,  though  at  the  mort  diftance  of  five 
or  fix  leagues  from  Baruth;  and  having  ar- 
rived at  the  top  of  the  mountains,  I  at  laft 
came  in  view  of  the  Mediterranean,  when 
I  gave  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  having 
conducted  me  to  the  profpect  of  thofe  wa- 
ters which  wafh  the  mores  of  my  native 
country.  The  iky  was  heavily  overcaft, 
and  we  had  the  firft  fhower  of  rain  I 
had  met  with  in  thofe  climates,  while  the 
regions  of  the  atmofphere,  fraught  with 
vafl  maries  of  vapour,  towering  with  mag- 
nificence, in  various  forms  and  to  different 
elevations,  prefented  an  appearance  which 
was  far  from  being  familiar  to  my  late  ex- 
perience. On  the  frigid  fummits  of  thofe 
mountains,  however,  I  could  not  help  feel- 
ing fome  regret  for  the  warmer  climates  I 
was  leaving  behind  me. 

In  our  gradual  defcent  from  the  heights 
■f*  we 
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we  came  in  fight  of  an   extenfive   plain, 
whofe  lively  verdure  was  fingularly  grate- 
ful to  the  eye.    Here  the  fprings  pouring 
down  from  the  ridges  gently  water  or  en- 
tirely overflow  the  fkirts  of  the  mountains; 
and  hence  the  charming  green  of  thofe  little 
patches  of  good  ground  which  are  found 
interfperfed  among  the  rocks.    The  fprings 
uniting  their  ftreams  in  their  progrefs  to- 
wards the  bottom  of  the  mountain,  form 
little  noify  torrents,  which  again  diverging 
into   various    channels,   after  warning    the 
roots  of  the  hills,  proceed  to  moiften  and 
fertilize  the  adjacent  plain.    We  came  to  a 
little    fort  or    caille,   fituated    on    a    fmall 
river,   which  being  above   the    level  of  a 
great  extent  of  mulberries,   waters   them 
with   all   the   advantage  of  the   mo  ft  fea- 
fonable  and  fertilizing  mowers.     Through 
thefe  plantations  we  profecuted  our  journey, 
where  the  foil  is  fo  highly  cultivated  that 
it  was  difficult  to  difcover  a  fingle  foot  of 
wafte  or  fallow  ground;  water,  however,  be- 
comes more  fcarce,  in  proportion  as  the  tra- 
veller removes  from  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains.    We  now  came  in  view  of  Baruth, 

where 
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where  we  arrived  with  eafe  at  nine  in  the 
morning.  I  alighted  at  the  cuffrom-houfe, 
whence,  after  feeing  my  things  examined, 
I  went  to  a  convent  of  Capuchin  friars, 
where  the  good  fathers  gave  me  a  kind 
and  hofpitable  reception. 

I  had  a  letter  from  the  jefuits  of  Damafcus 
to  the  fuperior  of  a  convent  of  that  order  in 
the  Quefrouan,  a  diftria:  of  Lebanon  inha- 
bited only  by  the  Maronites,  whom  I  was 
deiirous  to  vifit.  I  received  all  the  infor- 
mation I  wanted  from  the  fuperior  of  this 
convent,  whofe  placid  but  animated  coun- 
tenance was  an  index  to  the  delicacy  and 
fenfibility  of  his  mind,  as  well  as  to  that  pure 
and  unaffected  zeal  by  which  he  is  actuated 
in  the  functions  of  his  miffion.  I  pafTed 
only  two  days  in  this  town,  which  is  in- 
considerable  in  fize,  and  miferably  built. 
Baruth,  as  weil  as  a  great  part  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains,  are  under  the  juris- 
diction of  an  emir,  who  is  tributary  to  the 
Turks  ;,  a  circurmlance  to  which  the  people 
owe  their  freedom  from  Ottoman  oppref- 
fion.  In  thic  city  Chrifti  ins  and  Mahome- 
tans live  on  friendly  terms,  partly  owing  to 

the 
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the  rigour  of  public  juftice,  which  is  ad- 
min iftered  with  great  impartiality,  and 
partly  to  that  prompt  vengeance  which  is 
generally  inflicted  on  the  fpot  by  the 
party  aggrieved. 

I  now  departed  for  the  Quefrouan,  after 
hearing  it  much  extolled  for  its  natural 
itrength,  a  felicity  it  owes  to  thofe  lofty 
mountains  with  which  it  is  furrounded, 
as  well  as  to  the  population  and  native 
valour  of  the  people.  I  had  likewife  heard 
that  I  fhould  find  there  many  convents  for 
the  ufe  of  both  fexes  -,  that  the  rites  of  the 
Romifh  religion  are  as  freely  exereifed  in 
the  Quefrouan  as  in  any  province  of 
France  ;  and,  in  a  word,  that  thofe  moun- 
taineers grant  toleration  to  no  other  reli- 
gious feci;  whatever. 

With  thefe  and  fimilar  impremons  on 
my  mind,  I  pafled  a  little  river  in  the 
plains  of  Baruth,  and  continuing  my  jour- 
ney by  the  fea  more  on  the  road  to  Tripoli, 
I  came  to  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  which 
is  only  to  be  afcended  by  flights  of  fteps 
cut  in  the  folid  rock.  This  is  one  of  thofe 
great  works   which   continue   to   preferve 

the 
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the  memory  of  the  Romans,  many  of 
whofe  infcriptions  on  this  road  ftill  meet 
the  eye  of  the  traveller.  All  along  the  path, 
which  is  about  twelve  feet  broad,  they  had 
ufed  the  precaution  to  make  holes  corre- 
fponding  to  the  hoofs  of  their  horfes,  in 
order  to  prevent  them  from  flipping  or 
falling  on  the  ffcones.  Rails  have  been  very 
properly  extended  on  the  fide  next  the 
fea,  which  heaves  its  billows  with  great 
violence,  and  to  a  great  height,  againfl 
the  rocks,  whilft  towards  land  the  head 
of  the  traveller  becomes  giddy  as  he  looks 
down  the  frightful  precipice. 

Having  afcended  this  extraordinary  path, 
which  is  by  no  means  difficult,  and  de- 
fcended  in  the  fame  manner  on  the  oppofite 
fide,  Ï  paffed  what  is  called  Dog's  River, 
at  two  leagues  diftance  from  Baruth.  On 
the  border  of  the  fea  I  obferved  a  diftricl: 
of  mulberries,  which  receive  their  necef- 
fary  fuppiies  of  moifture  from  that  river, 
by  means  of  various  canals.  Having  no 
occafion  to  pafs  that  way,  I  ftruck  off  to 
the  right,  and  afcending  the  banks  of  the 
river,  which  at  firfl  are  much  confined  by 

fleep 
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deep  rocks,  but  afterwards  open  into  a 
little  valley  planted  with  mulberries,  1 
came  on  the  left  to  a  mountain,  gra- 
dually riling  into  the  form  of  an  am- 
phitheatre, and  planted  with  different 
fpecies  of  timber.  I  forded  Dog's  river 
above  a  confiderable  bridge,  on  which 
I  found  an  infcription,  and  afcending  by 
a  path  extremely  fteep  and  difficult,  I  at 
laft  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and 
paid  my  refpecls  to  a  Maronitic  convent 
named  Louifey,  whofe  church  is  tolerably 
neat  and  clean  ;  thence  I  difcovered  on  a 
hill  the  jefuits  hofpice  of  Aintoura,  to 
which  I  was  directed,  and  in  my  way  to- 
wards it  parTed  a  populous  village.  I  crofTed 
a  narrow  valley,  which,  though  the  foil  is 
watered  with  few  fprings,  and  confequent- 
ly  lefs  fertile  than  the  lower  grounds,  is 
covered,  like  all  others  in  this  country,  with 
fig-trees,  mulberries,  and  vineyards.  Pur- 
fuing  a  gradual  afcent  along- fide  of  the 
mountain,  I  left  a  little  to  the  right  a 
large  village  ftanding  on  a  fine  champain 
country  in  good  cultivation,  and  after  tra- 
velling about  a  league  further  on  the  fame 
Vol.  IL  M  ridge, 
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ridge,  I  faw  on  a  little  eminence  before 
me  a  convent  of  nuns,  who  are  under 
the  infpection  of  the  jefuits  ;  and  at  lafl 
arrived  at  the  hcfpice  of  Aintoura,  ii- 
tuated  two  leagues  from  the  river  of 
Dogs. 

I  was  well  received  by  the  fuperior,  de- 
livered him  a  letter  from  Damafcus,  and 
exprerTed  an  earneft  defire  of  vifiting  the 
Quefrouan  ;  he  engaged  to  afford  me  every 
means  in  his  power  of  gratifying  my  wifhes. 
This  religious  houfe  is  fituated  at  a  third 
of  the  whole  height  from  the  top  of  a 
mountain,  which,  though  extremely  fteep 
and  difficult  of  afcent,  is  cultivated  and 
planted  to  the  very  fummit;  the  foil  is 
particularly  dry  and  ftony,  and  yet  the 
trees  and  vines  appear  frefh  and  every  way 
in  good  condition.  The  houfes  are  not  col- 
lected in  the  manner  of  villages,  but  thin- 
ly fcattered  all  over  the  mountain.  Befides 
the  convent  of  nuns  above  mentioned,  there 
is  higher  on  the  mountain  a  feminary,  in 
which  the  jefuits  educate  a  number  of 
young  men  deflined  to  the  fervice  of  the 
altar.     The   fludents   were  at    this    time 

.  greatly 
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greatly  incumbered  by  a  princefs,  widow 
of  a  certain  emir,  who,  upon  her  embrac- 
ing the  Romifh  religion,  had  requefled 
permiffion  to  refide  for  fome  time  in  the  fe- 
minary, 

By  means  of  the  fuperior  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  a  cheik  or  lord  of  the  coun- 
try, who  lives  at  two  leagues  diftance,  in 
a  village  named  Jelton.  The  greateft  part 
of  the  Chriftian  cheiks  related  to  the  reign- 
ing family,  which  is  very  numerous,  and 
divided  into  different  branches,  refide  in 
this  village.  The  third  day  of  my  vifit  to 
the  Quefrouan  jefuits,  the  fuperior  gave 
me  a  letter  to  this  cheik,  and  I  refumed  my 
journey. 

Having  afcended  a  confiderable  height, 
I  palfed  a  fmall  wood  of  pines,  and  looked 
down  on  the  vallies  of  Aintoura  on  one 
hand  ;  and  to  a  vaft.  plain  bounded  by  the 
river  of  Dogs,  and  the  amphitheatrical 
mountains  of  the  Antiquefrouan,  on  the 
other:  I  faw  the  eftate  of  the  emir  Solyma, 
but  the  village  in  which  he  refides  was  co- 
vered by  the  interpofition  of  a  fmall  hill. 

On  the  confines  of  the  plain  above 
M  2  mentioned 


164       TRAVELS  ROUND   THE  WORLD, 

mentioned  are  the  fources  of  the  river  of 
Dogs,  which  is  augmented  by  the  junction 
of  other  rivers,  in  their  defcent  from  the 
top  of  the  valley.  Thefe  fources  take  their 
rife  in  a  very  deep  inner  and  outer  cavern  ; 
the  firft,  formed  in  the  rock,  is  of  great 
capacity,  and  prefents  to  the  eye  a  multi- 
tude of  beautiful  crystallizations  fufpended 
from  the  roof:  the  fécond,  which  is  lower 
and  more  difficult  of  accefs,  befides  many 
other  cryftals  with  which  it  is  adorned, 
fends  off  one  from  the  vault  in  the 
form  of  a  pillar,  and  about  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  man's  body,  to  the  diftance  of 
a  foot  from  the  ground.  The  traveller 
may  obferve,  through  a  hole  in  the  rock, 
the  river  rifing  from  its  fource,  which 
rufhing  in  a  body  under  thofe  vafl  ca- 
verns, produces  a  tremendous  noife.  I 
proceeded  to  afcend  a  very  high  moun- 
tain, at  the  bottom  of  which  is  the  refi- 
dence  of  a  bifliop,  and  near  its  top  the 
village  of  Jelton.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  foil  continues  dry  and  ftony,  the  mul- 
berries thrive  in  a  furprifing  manner. 
This  village  is  indeed  better  in  appearance 

than 
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than  any  I  have  hitherto  feen  ;  though 
the  houfes  announce  any  thing  rather 
than  the  maniions  of  cheiks,  or  the  great 
nobility  of  the  country  :  their  inhabi- 
tants, however,  united  in  interest  and  af- 
fection, are  contented  to  maintain  a  very 
frugal  but  independent  manner  of  life  ; 
their  perfons  fuggefl  the  notion  of  an  opu- 
lent peafantry,  much  more  than  that  of  a 
race  of  mighty  chiefs  ;  but  from  this  ex- 
treme fimplicity  of  manners,  and  inex- 
perience of  luxury,  refult  that  courage 
and  magnanimity  by  which  thofe  moun- 
taineers perfevere  in  afTerting  their  free- 
dom and  almoft  entire  independence  of  the 
Turkifh  government.  They  pay  to  the 
Porte  a  fmall  annual  tribute  with  great 
punctuality  ;  nor  have  they  ever  been 
tempted,  by  the  natural  ftrength  and  ad- 
vantages of  their  fituation,  to  feek  a 
complete  exemption  from  the  Ottoman 
yoke. 

I  alighted  at  the  houfe  of  the  chiek,  to 
whom  I  had  a  letter  from  the  fuperior  of 
Aintoura  ;  he  was  abroad,  but  I  faw  fome 
of  his  family  amufing  themfelves  under  an 
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l66        TRAVELS  ROUND   THE  WORLD, 

arbour,  who  invited  me  with  much  civi- 
lity to  join  their  company  ;  and  it  was 
not  long 'before  I  had  a  very  hofpitable 
reception  from  the  cheik  himfelf:  he 
recommended  me  to  the  care  of  his  fon, 
charging  him  not  to  lofe  fight  of  me,  and 
to  mew  me  whatever  was  moft  intereiting 
in  the  country,  and  befl  fitted  to  gratify 
my  curiofity.  He  obliged  me  to  pafs  three 
days  at  his  houfe,  after  which  Î  went 
to  viflt  feveral  other  of  this  highland 
nobility,  in  whofe  houfes  I  was  regu- 
larly ferved  with  a  collation  fimilar  to  what 
had  been  fet  before  me  in  the  female  con- 
vent, and  in  the  families  of  fome  refugee 
merchants  at  Aintoura.  I  affirted  at  all 
their  affemblies,  which  are  ufually  held 
under  the  made  of  trees  ;  and  was  con- 
ducted in  the  fame  eafy  manner  to  divine 
fervice,  and  an  evening  party,  confift- 
ing  of  the  youth  of  both  fexes  from  the 
neighbourhood.  In  this  arTembly,  after 
allotting  a  confiderable  portion  of  time 
to  the  amufement  of  converfation,  one  of 
the  company  reads  a  part  of  a  book  on 
fome    religious    fubject,   and   the  evening 
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concludes  with  the  recitation  of  prayers. 
I  was  furprized  to  find  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  mountains  fo  much  civility, 
and  even  urbanity  of  manners  -,  the  cheik's 
fon,  in  particular,  who  was  my  friend  and 
conductor  in  all  excurfions,  difcovered  a 
fweetnefs  of  temper  and  difpofition  un- 
commonly interefting. 

This  village  is  fituated  on  a  dry  and 
ftony  foil,  and  has  the  advantage  of  no 
other  water  than  fuch  as  is  contained  in 
deep  wells  andcifterns;  but  its  impregnable 
ftrength,  ariling  from  its  lofty  iituation  on 
the  third  gradation  of  this  mountainous  am- 
phitheatre, was  no  doubt  the  great  induce- 
ment which  engaged  the  lords  of  the  Quef- 
rouan  to  make  choice  of  it  for  their  ufual 
relidence. 

In  the  cheiks  is  vefled  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  whole  country,  from  which 
they  derive  a  certain  revenue  ;  charged, 
however,  with  a  fixed  fum  to  the  emir, 
who,  in  his  turn,  pays  a  fmall  annual  tri- 
bute to  the  Porte.  They  adminifter  juftice 
within  the  bounds  of  their  own  eflates,  and 
affefs  the  people  in  their  proportion  of  the 

M  4  public 
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public  burthens  ;  but  in  all  other  refpects 
the  diftincliions  of  rank  are  better  under^ 
ftood  in  Europe  than  among  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Quefrouan,  where  every  man 
is  at  liberty  to  know  and  feel  his  own  va- 
lue and  confequence.  The  Catholics  are 
alone  regarded  as  the  true  and  legitimate 
inhabitants  of  the  country  ;  and  hence,  on 
the  road  to  Tripoli,  which  paries  through 
its  lower  dependencies,  the  Turks  are  fub- 
jecled  to  a  certain  toll,  from  which  all 
Chriftians  are  exempted. 

The  people  are  never  feen  at  any  dis- 
tance from  their  villages  without  being 
completely  armed;  and  among  them  no 
manner  of  perfonal  infultis  ever  fuffered  to 
pafs  with  impunity.  The  countenance  of  a 
native  has  an  expreffion  of  confidence  in 
himfelf  different  from  impudence  or  ef- 
frontery, but  conveying  an  idea  of  good- 
nefs  and  affability,  united  to  great  intre- 
pidity of  mind  :  he  is  given  to  compaf- 
iion  and  ofiices  of  hofpitality  -,  gay,  how- 
ever, and  lively  in  his  ordinary  deport- 
ment; and  he  difcovers  on  fome  occafions 
-à  confiderable  talent  for  irony. 

The   clergy  in,  this  country  are    poor, 
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and  labour  with  their  own  hands  in  fup- 
port  of  their  families  ;  for  though  Catho- 
lics, being  of  a  ritual  different  from  the  La- 
tin, a  man  may  take   orders   fubfequent  to 
his   marriage,  provided  it  had  been   con- 
traded  with  a   virgin.      Here,    therefore, 
a  prieft  feldom  remains    long    in  a  ftate 
of  celibacy,    which   is    extremely    agree- 
able to  the  tafte  of  his   people.      Divine 
fervice   is    celebrated    in   the    Syriac   lan- 
guage,   but  the  gofpels  and    breviary  are 
read   aloud   in   the  Arabic,    which  is   the 
vulgar  tongue   in   all   countries   bordering 
on  Arabia.     As  the  ftudies   of  the  clergy 
are  almoft   entirely  confined  to  the  fcrip- 
tures   and  the   catechifm   of  the  church, 
they  are  very  little  converfant  in   abff.ru fe 
queftions   of  theology;    but  they  are    re- 
gular in  their  lives,  found  in  their  morals, 
and  fincere   in  what  they  believe.     Specu- 
lative tenets  might  create  a  fpirit  of  con- 
troverfy,  engender  new  opinions,  and  have 
a   dangerous  tendency  to  make  their  pre- 
fent  implicit  fubmiffion  and  obedience  to 
the  fee  of  Rome. 

Our   miffionaries    are   extremely  ufeful 
heres  and  in  other  parts  of  Syria,  not  only 

by 
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by  instructing  the   true  Catholics,   but  in 
converting  fuch  to  the  Latin  ritual  as  have 
been  enfnared  in  the  erroneous  opinions  of 
fchifm  or  herefy.     The  Catholic  faith  has 
made   confiderable  progrefs  at  Damafcus, 
as   well  as   in   the  parts   S.  W.   from  the 
mountains,    where     the   Syrians,    Greeks, 
and    Arrninians,    ufed   to    be    few,    com- 
pared with  fchifmatics  and  heretics  of  dif- 
ferent  denominations.       The   religion    of 
Rome  has  alfo,  by  the  fame  means,    pe- 
netrated   into    Egypt,    where    I    am    in- 
formed a  number  of  Cophti    have    fub- 
mitted  to  the   doctrines  and  authority  of 
the   church.      Some    of   them,    however, 
in  deference   to  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
of  their  country,  admit  of  circumcifion  in 
both    fexes,   a    practice   in    direct  oppofi- 
tion   to  a  decree  exprefsly  paifed  againfl  it 
in   the  court  of  Rome. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  pious  in- 
duftry  of  thefe  men  may  ftill  extend 
the  fphere  of  its  operation,  particular- 
ly on  the  fide  of  Abyffinia,  where,  con- 
fidering  the  frequency,  iimplicity,  and 
honefty   of    Chriflian    heretics,   there    is 

every 
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every  reafon  to  believe  that  the  truly  apoi- 
tolic  miffionary  might  reap  a  confiderable 
harveft.  I  have  had  occaiion  to  obferve 
the  unwearied  pains  taken  by  this  defcrip- 
tion  of  men,  in  Turky,  Perfia,  and  the  na- 
tions of  India,  all  abounding  in  Chriftians  ill 
inftructed,  and  without  the  means  of  bet- 
ter information — how  fincerely  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  their  number  is  fo  very 
fmall  !  Confidering  the  many  difcourage- 
ments  the  miffionary  meets  with  in  the 
Eaft,  from  regulations  of  national  police,  one 
cannot  fufficiently  admire  his  fuccefs  in  the 
kingdoms  of  Pegu,  Siam,  Cambodia,  Cochin- 
china,  and  China.  A  few  natives  of  China, 
who  were  educated  fome  time  fince  in  an  Ita- 
lian feminary,have  rendered  eminent  fervices 
to  their  countrymen  in  matters  of  religion. 

The  anfwer  made  by  the  king  of  Spain, 
to  one  who  urged  the  impolicy  of  re- 
taining poiTefTion  of  the  Philippine  ii'les, 
from  the  heavy  expence  they  incurred  ta 
the  public,  deferves  to  be  recorded  :  He 
defired,  he  faid,  no  other  produce  from 
thefe  illands  than  the  fruits  of  his  miffion  ; 
and  he  would  be  fatisfied  if,   among    the 
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millions  of  Chriftian  profelytes,  added  to  the 
church  fince  their  flrfl  fubmiflion  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,  there  were  one  poor  Indian, 
whôfe  name  mould  be  found  at  laft  written  in 
the  book  of  life.  It  may  be  juftly  faid  of 
Spain,  that  fhe  has  made  more  Chriftians 
in  Afia  and  America  than  fhe  has  fubje&s 
in  the  whole  extent  of  her  European  domi- 
nions.— But  I  return  to  the  Quefrouan. 

The  impregnable  fituation  of  this  coun- 
try having  naturally  pointed  it  out  as  an 
afylum  for  all  the  profefTors  of  Christia- 
nity in  Afiatic  Turky,  it  has  become  the 
refidence  of  many  bifhops,  and  the  feat  of 
a  confiderable  number  of  convents  for  both 
fexes.  Among  the  former  are  the  patriarch 
of  the  Greek  church  ;  the  patriarch  of  An- 
tioch,  who  prefides  over  the  Maronitic 
fedt;  and  the  patriarch  of  Armenia,  who 
fuperintends  feveral  convents  under  the 
rules  of  his  own  ritual.  The  people  in 
general  are  fond  of  religion;  and  though 
vice  and  immorality  find  their  way  into 
all  countries,  they  are,  however,  much 
lefs  prevalent  in  the  mountains  than  in 
the  plain.  The  fex  do  not  live  un- 
der 
3 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  17J 

tier  the  fame  rigorous  difcipline,  nor  are 
they  fecluded  from  public  view  nearly 
in  the  fame  degree  as  in  the  towns  ;  but 
if  an  unmarried  woman  has  the  misfortune 
to  become  pregnant,  (he  expiates  with  her 
life,  and  by  the  hands  of  her  own  rela- 
tions, the  folly  and  weaknefs  of  her  con- 
duct. A  mother  who  has  given  her 
daughter  in  marriage,  would  conlider  her- 
felf  and  family  greatly  difhonoured,  [if  after 
confummation  her  fon-in-law  mould  not 
produce  proofs  of  the  virtue  of  his  bride» 
A  like  cuflom  prevails  among  the  natives 
of  Mexico. 

I  left  Jelton  on  the  third  day  after  my 
arrival  ;  and,  conceiving  that  the  mon: 
elevated  ridges,  being  little  frequented  by 
Grangers,  mufl  prefent  the  manners  of  the 
people  in  their  true  and  genuine  colours, 
I  took  the  route  towards  Mafra,  a  village 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  hiçheft  moun- 
tain  in  the  Quefrouan,  and  where  the  na- 
tives feed  their  flocks  in  the  fummer  fea- 
fon.  After  an  hour's  walk  I  afcended  to  a 
convent    amidft    difmal    and    arid    rocks, 
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whence,  however,  ifîues  a  plentiful  fpring 
of  water,  which  difhifes  moifture  and  a 
charming  verdure  over  all  the  foil  in  their 
vicinity.  The  vivid  green  of  thefe  earthy- 
patches,  and  the  brown  parched  iurface  of 
the  rocks,  which  briflle  like  needles  in  the 
air  all  around,  form  a  flriking  contraft  to 
the  eye.  In  the  monaftery,  however,  li- 
tuated  in  the  centre  of  this  horrid  fcene, 
a  right  reverend  prelate  has  chofen  to  take 
up  his  abode. 

I  afcended  confiderably  higher,  and,  ar- 
riving at  the  village  of  Claat,  where  the 
foil  is  fertile,  lefs  ftony,  and  covered  with 
trees  in  a  frefh  and  thriving  ffcate,  I  refted 
fome  time,  in  company  with  a  cheik  of 
humane  and  obliging  manners.  Having 
refumed  my  journey,  after  walking  half  an 
hour  I  came  to  the  confines  of  a  valley, 
where  I  looked  down  a  precipice  to  a  nar- 
row glen,  fcarce  affording  room  for  a  large 
torrent,  which  rolled  its  waters  with  great 
noife  and  impetuofity  over  immenfe  frag- 
ments of  rocks.  I  defcended  on  foot, 
and  having  croffed  the  torrent  at  a  bridge 
clefs  to  a  water-mill,  Î  began  to  climb  a 

mountain 
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mountain  on  the  oppofite  fide,  which 
I  found  particularly  difficult.  I  was  a 
good  deal  fatigued  before  I  reached  the 
top  ;  but  at  laft  perfeverance  brought  me  to 
the  profpect  of  a  beautiful  country,  plant- 
ed with  the  fineft  mulberries  I  had  yet 
feen.  Springs  in  abundance  diftil  from  the 
heights  upon  a  fertile  foil,  without  a  ftone, 
and  prefenting  over  the  wide  extent  of  this 
natural  amphitheatre  a  neat  and  even  fur- 
face.  Under  the  mulberries,  the  ground 
produces  roots  and  vegetables  of  different 
kinds.  I  at  laft  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Mafra,  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  a  high 
hill,  which  appears  every  where  ftudded 
with  houfes,  and  at  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues  and  a  half  from  Jelton.  I  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  beauty  of  the 
fcene,  and  little  repined  at  the  toil  I  had 
experienced  in  climbing  up  to  my  prefent 
elevated  iituation. 

The  cheik  at  Jelton  paving  given  me  a 
letter  to  the  minifter  of  the  parifh,  I 
alighted  at  his  door.  .  He  was  not  at 
home,  but  I  was  admitted  to  his  wife  and 
feveral  of  his  children.     The  good  woman 

received 
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received  me  in  the  beïï  manner,  prefTed 
me  to  wait  her  hufband's  return,  and  to 
repofe  myfelf  after  my  fatigue.  I  began 
to  obferve,  with  the  mod  pleafant  emotions, 
the  wife  of  the  firnple  pallor  of  Mafra, 
who  was  at  this  moment  working  in  his 
field,  and  who  I  had  no  doubt  was  foon 
to  enter  his  porch  in  an  equally  ruftic 
appearance  with  that  of  his  fpoufe.  She 
was  a  fine  woman,  in  the  flower  of 
her  youth,  confiderably  advanced  in  her 
pregnancy,  and  with  a  complexion  deep- 
ly browned  in  the  fun.  In  the  midfl 
of  three  little  children,  whom  flie  en- 
deavoured to  quiet  by  turns,  me  con- 
ducted the  detail  of  her  little  family  af- 
fairs. How  much  I  admired  this  pre- 
cious and  firnple  manner  of  living  !  In 
a  kind  of  open  gallery,  which  ferved 
for  a  parlour,  me  fpread  a  little  bed  on 
the  ground,  in  order  to  lay  her  infant 
to  fleep  ;  catting  her  eye  occafionally  to  a 
ftove,  where  me  boiled  fome  flices  of 
gourd  in  a  kettle.  She  dreffed  fome  eggs 
and  milk  in  feparate  dimes,  with  crape- 
cakes,  for  my  fupper.      At  one  time  me 

feemed 
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feemed  to  afmre  me  by  her  looks  of  all 
the  inclination  in  the  world  to  entertain 
me  well  ;  at  another  fhe  could  not  con- 
ceal her  impatience  for  her  hufband,  Mean- 
while the  good  man  arrived  from  his  farms 
and  his  attentions  to  his  guefr,  feemed 
to  vie  with  the  kind  civilities  he  had 
juft  received  from  his  wife.  In  com- 
pliance, however,  with  the  reftraints 
Oriental  manners  impofe  on  the  beha- 
viour of  women,  fhe  foon  withdrew,  and 
gave  up  her  whole  attention  to  the  con- 
cerns of  her  little  family.  At  the  hour 
for  evening  vejptrs,  the  people  aflembled 
in  the  open  ,  air,  where  prayers  were  re- 
cited as  much  in  the  fpirit  of  true  piety, 
and  confequently  in  a  manner  equally  ac- 
ceptable in  the  eye  of  the  Deity,  as  if  we 
had  been  feated  under  the  gilded  ceiling 
of  the  moil  fumptuous  temple.  His  flock 
feemed  defirous  of  my  company,  and  were 
at  pains  to  difcover  by  what  means  they 
might  amufe  me  mofl  agreeably. 

The  fall  of  night  brought  home  a  number 
of  domeflic  animals  in  flocks,  which  confli- 
tuted  the  whole  wealth  of  this  honeft  eccle- 
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fiaflic.  His  wife  and  him  fed  them  by  hand, 
and  received  their  carerles,  the  only  return 
their  inferior  natures  could  make  for  the  care 
and  kindnefs  of  their  mailers  ;  a  fituation, 
however,  extremely  interefting,  and  which 
tends  to  illuflrate  thofe  gentle  and  innocent 
difpofitions  fo  prevalent  among  the  Afia- 
tics. 

At  my  own  defire,  my  bed  was  laid  in 
a  raifed  corner  under  the  porch,  and  my  hofl 
repofed  clofe  by  me  and  my  conductor; 
for,  according  to  the  manners  of  the  moun- 
taineers, the  mailer  of  a  family  is  himfelf 
the  keeper  and  guardian  of  his  guefts  ;  a 
rule  of  hofpitality  which  was  religioufly  ob- 
ferved  refpecting  me  by  the  cheik's  fon  at 
Jelton.  Eefides,  as  the  cufloms  of  the 
Eafl  do  not  permit  flrangers  to  fleep  under 
the  fame  roof  with  the  women,  vifitors 
are  always  lodged  under  the  porch,  or  in  the 
apartments  named  Manfoul,  which  have 
no  communication  whatever  with  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  houfe.  I  reiled  extreme- 
ly weli  ;  but,  owing  to  the  cold  and  keen 
air  of  thefe  lofty  mountains,  which  are  a 
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continuation  of  the  famous  Mount  Leba- 
non, I  caught  a  flight  rheumatifm,  which, 
however,  the  genial  warmth  of  the  next 
day  entirely  removed. 

As  foon  as  it  was  day,  I  attended  my 
hoft  to  the  celebration  of  mafs;  after 
which,  notwitbilanding  the  moft  preffing 
invitation  to  prolong  my  vifit,  I  renamed 
'my  journey,  and  proceeded  towards  what 
is  efteemed  the  higheft  mountain  in  the 
country.  On  account  of  the  winter  fnows 
there  is  no  human  habitation  higher  than 
the  village  of  Mafra,  which  is  itfelf  cover- 
ed with  fnow  during  fix  months  of  the 
year. 

We  paffed  the  fkirts  of  fome  mulber- 
ry plantations  belonging  to  Mafra,  where 
the  foil  continues  of  equal  fertility,  and 
well  watered,  with  few  flones.  Upon 
afcending,  however,  a  mountain  of  mode- 
rate height,  the  mulberry  entirely  difap- 
pears,  a  circumftance  probably  owing  to 
the  foil's  being  feverely  chilled  by  the 
continuance  of  the  fnow.  I  now  came  to 
land  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  grazed  by  cattle 
of  various  kinds,  which,  a  little  farther  on, 
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the  natives  are  ufed  to  fold  during  the 
night.  I  obferved  fheep-folds,  for  the  firft 
time,  on  the  top  of  a  little  hill,  whofe 
fides  were  fown  with  different  kinds  of 
grain.  The  (hepherds  are  employed  in 
making  cheefe  of  the  milk  they  obtain 
in  the  morning;  and  here  I  flopped  to 
breakfad,  in  company  with  feveral  inha- 
bitants of  Mafra. 

I  was  now  conducted  a  little  higher  to 
a  rich  and  fertile  plain,  a  mort  league  in 
length,  and  only  a  quarter  in  breadth, 
which  was  fown  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  hill  I  have  mentioned,  and  pre- 
fented  a  mod  pleating  verdure  to  the  eye. 
This  extenfive  field  is  bounded  towards 
the  fouth  by  the  great  mountain,  whofe 
perpendicular  rocks  are  lod  in  the  clouds  ; 
towards  the  ead  and  north  by  a  fmall 
hill  ;  while  towards  the  wed  the  eye 
flits  over  fucceflive  chains  of  mountains 
to  a  great  didance.  I  furveyed  the  ruins 
of  an  ancient  tower,  in  form  nearly  a 
fquare,  and  built  of  huge  dones,  fome  of 
which,  having  their  extremities  fixed  in 
oppcfite   walls,  were   of  length   fufflcient 

to 
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to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  beams,  while 
others  were  employed  as  lin  tils  to  the 
gates  inftead  of  arches.  Over  the  firft 
gate  is  an  infcription  in  Greek  characters, 
which  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  tran- 
fcribe;  but,  in  an  angle  of  the  building, 
on  the  outiide,  I  found  another,  of  which 
I  obtained  a  perfect  copy,  and  which 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  tranflate  :  it  marks 
the  period  in  which  the  tower  was  erected, 
and  not  the  age  of  the  temple  I  am  foon 
to  fpeak  of,  which  is  probably  much  more 
ancient,  but  concerning  which  it  likewife 
makes  mention. 

TE  NTEniTOAM  PAB  BOA40T  EriMEAH- 
TOT  EKT*;NTOr  MEnXTOT  GEOT 
&KOAO  MH0H. 

(doubtful) 

"  In  the  three  hundred  and  fifty-fifth 
"  year,  Tholmus  prefiding  for  the  fixth 
"  time  over  the  Temple  of  the  Moil  High 
"  God,  this  Building  was  erected."  The 
period  alluded  to  by  this  infcription  is  the 
a?ra  of  the  Seleucides,  that  is,   three  hun- 
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dred  and  twelve  years  before  the  birth  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  Thefe  ruins  extend  from  the 
tower  weftward  on  the  ample  field  already 
defcribed,  and  conduct  the  traveller  to  others 
of  greater  magnitude.  The  fir  ft  object 
here  that  fixed  my  attention  was  a  ftone, 
which  in  its  iize  and  ihape  feemed  to  have 
been  employed  as  the  bafe  of  an  altar. 
Befide  it  lay  another,  in  the  centre  of  whofe 
plane  appeared  a  railed  quadrangular  fpace, 
furrounded  by  a  groove;  this  ftone,  with 
equal  probability,  might  have  ferved  as 
the  table  of  the  altar.  .  I  next  obferved 
the  remains  of  a  very  wide  gate,  which 
externally  had  two  galleries  fronting  each 
other.  At  the  end  of  either  gallery  is  a 
large  open  hall,  adorned  with  pillars,  whofe 
capitals,  ornamented  with  flowers  and 
foliage  in  excellent  fculpture,  are  ftrong 
indications  of  the  great  extent  and  mag- 
.  nificence  of  this  very  ancient  building. 
Within  the  gate,  and  in  the  middle  of  a 
large  area,  my  conductor  mewed  me  a 
well  of  extraordinary  depth.  At  the  op- 
pofite  end  of  the  temple  is  a  gallery, 
which  occupies  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
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building,  and  is  fupported  by  a  row  of 
mafly  pillars,  fimilar  to  thofe  already 
mentioned.  Beyond  this  gallery  are  the 
ruins  of  a  wall,  and  an  area  of  a  very 
large  room,  at  the  bottom  of  which  lay 
other  ruins,  but  I  was  unable  to  difco- 
ver  what  was  under  them,  or  whether 
they  did  not  feparate  us  from  another 
hall. 

This  very  ancient  and  venerable  temple 
is  now  almoft  in  ruins  -,  the  pillars,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  the  walls,  lie  fcattered 
in  large  fragments  on  the  ground.  Its  fcite 
is  amidft  high  perpendicular  rocks,  which 
in  fome  places  ferved  it  for  ramparts.  Ac- 
cording to  the  natives  it  was  a  temple, 
confecrated  to  the  mother  of  the  gods,  un- 
der the  reign  of  one  of  the  Ptolemies,  but 
which  they  cannot  pretend  to  fay  ;  a  tra- 
dition, however,  which  has  probably  been 
perverted  in  the  circumftance  wherein  it 
differs  from  the  interpretation  given  of  the 
infcription  by  the  learned  academy,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  only  variety  between  them  con- 
flits  in  the  word  mother  inftead  of  father, 
and  thefe  in  the  Arabic  may  be  very  eafily 
N  4  confounded. 
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confounded.  The  diftrict  in  which  thefé 
ruins  are  to  be  found  is  called,  in  the  dia- 
lect of  the  country,  Elfogra.  It  was 
in  this  quarter  of  Lebanon,  if  we  may 
give  credit  to  the  tradition  of  the  natives, 
where  thofe  ftately  cedars  grew,  which  were 
conveyed  to  Jerufalem,  and  ufed  in  the 
construction  of  Solomon's  temple.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  this  auguft  edifice,  having 
the  fame  advantages  of  view  with  the  ad- 
jacent plain,  was  erected  in  a  moft  de- 
lightful fituation. 

From  the  ruins  I  accompanied  my 
conductor  to  a  rich  fpring  of  fine  lim- 
pid water,  on  the  brink  of  which  we 
fat  down  to  dinner.  Such  is  the  very  cold 
temperature  of  this  water,  that  I  was 
unable  to  hold  my  hand  in  it  for  any 
length  of  time.  Several  of  the  villagers 
of  Mafra  having  favoured  me  with  their 
company  on  this  expedition,  our  provi- 
fions  were  a  joint  ftock,  and  after  mak- 
ing an  agreeable  repair,  we  continued  our 
progrefs  to  the  right  of  the  great  moun- 
tain. The  rocks  contained  Greek  in- 
fcriptions;  but  as  thefe  confirmed  only  of 
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two   or  three   letters,  I  did  not  take  the 
trouble  to  tranfcribe  them. 

Afcending  eaftward,  in  the  fame  di- 
rection, we  came  to  other  ruins,  fome  of 
whofe  ftones  feemed  perforated  for  the 
infertion  of  pipes,  which  might  in  former 
limes  have  ferved  for  a  fountain  or  jet-d'eau. 
Thefe,  therefore,  were  probably  the  ruins 
of  an  object,  which  had  been  erected  as 
a  vtfta  to  the  temple,  in  the  bottom  of  the 
plain. 

Having  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  we 
found  ourfelves  on  the  Afs's  Back,  which 
Hopes  on  one  fide  into  the  plain,  and  on 
the  other  into  a  vale  of  great  depth. 
Along  this  ridge  runs  a  canal,  which 
ferves  to  conduct  the  water  to  Mafra, 
which  I  faw  there  in  fuch  plenty.  I  tra- 
ced it  for  a  quarter  of  a  league,  and  came 
to  a  very  fteep  mountain,  where  we  found 
the  copious  fource,  whofe  bottom  we 
could  not  perceive  :  from  this  refervoir 
two  canals,  each  of  which  might  contain 
three  cubic  feet,  receive  their  ample  fup- 
plies  i  but  fuch  is  the  intenfe  cold  of 
îhis   water,    that  in  drinking  it  one  is  in 

danger 
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danger  of  lofing  his  teeth  5  and  I  was 
apprehenfive  it  might  affecl:  my  bowels. 
I  have  been  iince  told,  what  feems  ex- 
tremely probable,  that  thefe  fprings  are 
fed  by  the  fnows  of  more  northern 
mountains,  which  are  melted  by  the 
fun,  and  afterwards  filtrated  through  the 
rocks. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  two  leagues 
from  Mafra,  the  higher  grounds  being 
wholly  uninhabited,  I  parted  with  my 
companions,  who  chofe  to  return  to  the 
village,  and  took  a  little  refreshment  and 
repofe.  They  went  back  to  Mafra;  but 
though  I  meant  to  return  to  the  fame 
place,  I  chofe  to  follow  a  different 
route,  by  the  other  branch  of  the  canal, 
which  fets  off  from  the  above-mentioned 
fource. 

My  way  foon  led  me  to  a  natural  arch, 
about  forty  paces  broad,  and  four-fcore  in 
length,  than  which  I  never  faw  a  more 
majeflic  fpecimen  of  nature's  workman- 
Ship,  or  more  nearly  approaching  in  many 
refpects  to  the  execution  -of  art.  The 
waters  pouring  from  the  heights  during  the 
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melting  of  the  inow,  gradually  unite  in 
a  great  torrent,  which  precipitating  itfelf 
forms  a  cafcade  about  forty  feet  high,  pur- 
fues  its  courfe  with  increafed  rapidity 
amongft  rifted  rocks,  and  at  length  paries 
under  this  arch,  fifty  paces  perhaps  below 
the  fall.  The  vault  of  the  arch,  though 
on  a  level  with  the  road,  is  at  leaft  one 
hundred  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  tor- 
rent, which  here  begins  to  enter  the  mouth 
of  a  little  valley.  The  oppofi te  banks  ferve 
as  abutments  to  the  extremities  of  the 
arch,  which  has  all  the  neatnefs  of  effect 
expected  from  the  fkill  and  dexterity  of  an 
architect.  It  is  difficult  to  fay  by  what 
means  nature,  after  having  penetrated  thefo- 
lid  mafs  of  fteep  rocks,  contrived  to  fmooth 
and  polifh  this  into  the  form  of  a  fine  arch, 
with  all  the  regularity  and  prcciiion  of  the 
chizzel  :  probably  the  violence  of  the  cur- 
rent nrft  made  an  impreffion  on  the  lefs 
compact  parts  at  its  bafe,  where  having  at 
length  pierced  and  undermined  the  huge 
block,  it  afterwards  gradually  filed  it  away 
in  this  unifcrm  manner,  from  an  equal  de- 
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grée  of  refinance  being  every  where  op* 
pofed  to  the  force  of  the  torrent. 

Pafling  this  curious  arch,  and  mak- 
ing a  fweep  round  the  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain, I  entered  fome  pjeafant  and  fertile 
fields.  In  a  recefs  of  the  mountain  I  faw 
the  fources  of  the  river  la  Croix,  which  I 
had  paffed  in  my  way  to  Mafra.  Keeping 
ftill  on  the  fkirts  of  the  mountain,  I 
paffed  in  view  of  various  beautiful  caf- 
eades,  and  came  to  a  large  valley  well 
watered,  and  producing  a  kind  of  fmall 
grain.  La  Croix,  befides  fupplying  a  ca- 
nal cut  along  the  declivity  of  the  oppofite 
mountain,  furnifhes  water  to  two  others 
of  a  larger  fize.  Crorling  this  valley  I  af- 
cended  a  high  earthy  hill,  where  the 
foil  becomes  more  fandy,  and  lefs  fertile, 
than  in  the  preceding  parts  of  my  ex-. 
curfion.  Turning  off  to  the  right,  I  ar- 
rived at  a  handfome  village,  whence  we 
have  a  view  of  Mafra,  iituated  on  a  neigh- 
bouring eminence.  This  hamlet,  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  place  named  Haragges,  and 
{unrounded  with  fine  mulberries  excellent- 
ly fupplied  with  moifture.    I  paffed  fome 
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poor  ftony  ground,  little  fufceptible  of  cul- 
tivation -,  and  left  on  my  right  a  number 
of  fmall  vallies,  apparently  of  great  fertili- 
ty. I  now  arrived  on  the  borders  of  a  little 
plain,  on  which  ftand  a  church  and  convent 
containing  only  one  monk  and  a  friar,  de- 
tached in  the  manner  of  a  little  colony 
from  a  more  populous  monaftery  :  here  we 
pafled  the  night,  and  had  no  reafon  to 
complain  of  our  entertainment.  Next  day 
after  mafs,  having  breakfafted,  for  in  this 
country  it  is  againft.  every  rule  of  hof- 
pitality  to  fuffer  a  ftranger  to  depart  with- 
out eating,  we  re  fumed  our  journey,  and 
paiTed  over  a  miferable  foil,  covered  fome- 
times  with  a  dead  fand,  and  fometimes 
ivith]  arge  flones,  iimilar  to  what  we  had 
feen  the  preceding  evening.  The  pro- 
duce of  this  diftrict  was  chiefly  pines, 
and  herds  of  coats.  At  nine  o'clock  we 
faw  a  handfome  church,  at  a  village  call- 
ed Befommar,  which  is  the  refidence  of 
the  Armenian  patriarch.  After  paying 
refpects  to  his  eminence,  I  took  fome  re- 
freihment,  and  continued  my  journey.  I 
defcended   lower   on    the    mountain,     and 

then 
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then  turned  to  the  right,  entering  upori 
a  ftrong  foil,  in  all  refpecls  like  that  of 
Aintoura  and  Jelton.  Defcending  to  a  fé- 
cond ridge,  which  commands  a  profpecl: 
of  the  fea,  I  faw  the  village  of  Agoufta 
below,  and  on  our  right  at  fome  diftance 
that  of  Gazir.  In  the  firft,  befides  feve- 
ral  cheiks,  re  fides  the  venerable  patriarch 
of  the  Maronitic  feci:  of  Antioch,  at 
whofe  manfion  I  Hopped,  and  was  received 
with  much  politenefs  and  affection.  I 
had  the  honour  to  dine  with  this  good 
man,  who  in  the  courfe  of  our  converfa- 
tion  fpoke  Latin  and  Italian  with  great 
correclnefs  and  fluency.  One  of  his  grand 
vicars  favoured  me  with  confiant  atten- 
dance, and  about  four  o'clock,  when  the 
patriarch  awaked  from  his  nap,  I  took  an 
affectionate  leave.  We  walked  round  the 
village,  which  is  moft  agreeably  fituated  on 
the  declivity  of  a  very  high  mountain,  cul- 
tivated in  the  form  of  a  wild  amphitheatre, 
and  interfoerfed   with   gardens   and  mul- 

X  o 

berry  plantations.  The  houfes  are  fcattered 
all  over  the  area  of  a  horfe-fhoe,  with  its 
opening  towards   the  fea,  for  fuch   is   the 
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appearance  of  the  mountain,  and  extend 
down  to  the  bottom,  where  the  ground 
rifes  into  another  ridge,  which  is  well  wa- 
tered, and  Hill  very  high  above  the  plain. 
The  whole  of  this  mountain  is  well  culti- 
vated; and  in  the  middle  of  the  village, 
oppofite  to  the  houfe  of  a  cheik,  is  a  co- 
pious fpring  of  excellent  water.  The  fi  tu  - 
ation  of  this  village  is  extremely  beautiful  ; 
but  fometimes  about  noon  clouds,  attract- 
ed by  the  lofty  tops  of  the  mountains,  pro- 
duce an  obfcurity,  and  a  thick  mift,  which 
I  apprehend  is  infalubrious. 

Quitting  the  village,  I  croffed  the  moun- 
tain, paffed  a  flony  barren  region,  and 
came  in  view  of  the  hofpice  of  ArhTa, 
which  belongs  to  the  fathers  of  the  Holy 
Land,  or  the  Recollects  of  St.  Francis.  Af- 
ter an  hour's  walk  from  Agoufla,  I  ar- 
rived at  this  religious  maniion.  The 
hofpice  or  convent  is  fituated  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  a  mountain,  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  fca,  of  which  it  commands  an 
extenlive  profpeét  ;  but  ftanding  upon  a 
poor  foil,  and  having  no  water,  except 
what  is  preferved  in  ciflerns,  it  is  upon  the 

whole 
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whole  a  barren  and  dreary  retreat.  I  de- 
parted next  day  early,  and  after  defcend- 
ing  towards  the  inland  country,  and  tra- 
velling in  the  fkirts  of  the  mountain s* 
which— are  extremely  painful  and  difficult, 
I  at  laft  reached  a  narrow  dale  watered  by 
a  beautiful  rivulet.  I  afcended  on  the  other 
fide,  and  fkirted  the  mountains,  and  foon 
came  in  fight  of  Aintoura,  prefenting  it- 
felf  on  an  adjacent  hill.  The  intervening 
ground  is  very  uneven,  but  not  fo  wild 
and  rugged  as  the  high  mountain  I  had 
iuft  traverfed.  I  arrived  at  Aintoura  on 
the  fixth  day;  and  having,  after  dinner, 
thanked  the  fuperior  for  all  his  kind  of- 
fices, I  began  to  defcend  towards  the 
plain. 

I  reached  Baruth  in  the  evening,  after 
an  abfence  of  ten  days,  which  had  been 
fpent  in  exploring  the  mountains  of  the 
Quefrouan.  The  prior  of  the  Capuchin 
convent  received  me  with  his  ufual  civi- 
lity ;  from  him  I  learned  that  a  king's 
chebec  had  arrived  from  France  on  a 
cruize  off  the  coafl  of  Syria.  Having  ob- 
tained further  information   that  this  vefiel, 

then 
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then  at  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  was  expected 
in  a  few  days  to  enter  the  port  of  Sidon  -, 
and  as  that  city  was  only  diflant  eight 
leagues,  I  propofed  inftantly  to  fet  out, 
in  hopes  of  meeting  fome  old  com- 
panions, with  whom  I  had  ferved  at 
Toulon.  Accordingly,  on  the  25th  of 
Auguft,  I  proceeded  to  Sidon,  and  waited 
upon  the  French  conful,  who  fhewed  me 
much  kindnefs,  and  offered  to  accommo- 
date me  with  quarters  in  his  houfe.  He 
confirmed  the  prior's  information  reflecting 
the  arrival  of  a  French  chebeck  ;  but  I 
got  notice  fome  days  after,  that  ilia  had 
quitted  Cyprus,  and  was  failed  for  Candia, 
in  order  to  join  other  fliips  of  the  fame 
divifion.  Difappointed  in  my  views,  I  re- 
folved  to  proceed  directly  to  Acre,  per- 
fuaded  that  the  frequent  arrivals  there 
from  the  port  of  Marfeilles  muft  ren- 
der my  paiïage  to  France  much  lefs  pre- 
carious. 

My  fame  as  a  traveller  feemed  to  have 
made  fome  impreffion  on  the  mind  of 
the  conful,  for  he  made  many  enquiries 
concerning  my  late   expedition,  and  pref- 
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fed  me  to  fpend  a  little  time  longer  in  his 
family;  urging,  as  reafons  for  my  compliance, 
the  extreme  fatigue  I  had  fufTered  in  the  de- 
fert,  and  the  deranged  ftate  of  my  conilitu- 
tion.  He  obferved  that  the  remains  of  an 
eruption  on  my  ikin,  which  had  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  country  of  the  Marrattas, 
proved  that  my  blood  was  greatly  heated  -, 
and  as  I  was  defirous  to  ftudy  the  character 
of  their  mountaineers,  I  ought  to  confider 
them  more  extenfively,  and  avoid  forming 
a  hairy  opinion  from  a  curfory  view,  or 
rather  from  the  appearance  of  a  few  in- 
dividuals. Although  a  long  feclufion  from 
the  company  of  women  had  produced  in 
me  a  ruflicity  of  manners  as  well  as  ap- 
pearance, his  wife  feemed  to  be  of  the 
fame  mind  with  her  hufband,  and  united 
m  entreaties  that  I  would  remain  their 
gueft  for  ibme  time  longer.  The  refo- 
lution  I  had  taken,  to  fail  directly  for 
France,  began  to  be  fhaken.  The  weak 
Hate  of  my  health,  an  eruption  on  my 
ikin,  and  above  all,  the  additional  plea- 
iure  1  had  in  profpecl  among  thefe  moun- 
tains, feemed  on  this  occafion  to  fufpend 

the 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  I95 

the  ordinary  vigour  of  my  mind  -,  and  frefh 
knowledge,  fo  agreeable  to  my  tafte,  which 
I  hoped  to  acquire  in  my  intercourfe  with 
the  neighbouring  Arabs,  apologized  for 
what,  however,  I  could  not  help  tacitly 
regarding  as  a  facility  of  temper.  About 
a  month  after  my  arrival  I  was  feized 
with  a  regular  fever;  but  the  ufe  of  eme- 
tics, and  the  great  care  and  attention  of  the 
conful  and  his  family,  gradually  reftored  me 
to  health. 

In  the  environs  of  Sidon  the  eye  is 
delighted  with  the  delicious  verdure  of 
many  fine  profpe&s  ;  the  rich  gardens  and 
orchards,  which  are  excellently  watered, 
diffufe  over  the  face  of  the  country  the 
appearance  of  one  continued  foreft,  con- 
filling  of  various  fruit-trees,  together  with 
the  vine,  which  is  permitted  to  grow  here 
in  all  its  luxuriance. 

In  the  mountains  of  the  neighbourhood 
are  many  caverns  excavated  in  the  rocks, 
with  ten  or  twelve  cells  in  each,  according 
to  their  lize.  Thefe,  according  to  tradition, 
are  the  tombs  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
Sidon  ;  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe 
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they  were  places  of  retreat  for  the  na- 
tives of  the  mountains.  A  caftle  is  fhewn 
built  by  St.  Louis  ; — fome  pillars  of  marble 
and  floors  of  jafper  in  Mofaic,  are  the 
principal  remains  of  antiquity  that  now 
exift  of  this  once  beautiful  and  flouriihing 
city. 

On  the  ifland  of  Java  are  feveral  mofques, 
fcarce  meriting  the  attention  of  the  curious  ; 
but  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town  I  obtained 
accefs  to  a  very  confiderable  one.  The  build- 
ing is  of  a  quadrangular  form,  and  is  erect- 
ed, like  all  other  mofques,  according  to  the 
direction  of  its  place  relatively  to  Mecca. 
The  firfl  object  I  remarked  is  a  rail  at  the 
bottom  of  the  mofque,  within  which  is  con- 
tained a  model  of  Abraham's  houfe  at  Ma- 
homet's grave.  Rows  of  lamps,  ornament- 
ed with  oflrich's  eggs,  appear  fufpended 
from  the  ceiling,  at  the  diftance  of  fevtn 
er  eight  feet  from  the  ground.  The  floor  is 
covered  wTith  a  clean  handfome  mat  for  the 
proftrations  of  believers;  a  religious  cere- 
mony which  they  conftantly  perform  with 
the  face  towards  Mecca.  This  mode  of 
doration  ccnfifls  in  quick  and  frequent 
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proflrations,  and  does  not  in  all  probability- 
owe  its  origin  to  Mahomet,  iince  in  the 
Chriftian  worfhip  of  thofe  parts  we  find  it 
practifed  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  :  it  is 
however,  an  expremon  of  piety  and  devo- 
tion, of  a  nature  noble  and  majeftic, 
and  highly  fuitable  to  thofe  fentiments 
it  is  meant  to  exprefs. 

Befides  ftudying  the  rules  and  princi- 
ples of  the  Arabic  language,  in  which  I 
was  foon  able  to  difcover  much  beauty, 
I  was  at  pains  to  obtain  every  information 
in  my  power  relative  to  the,  manners  of 
the  people  who  live  among  the  adjacent 
mountains.  That  difbridt  which  lies  to- 
wards the  S.  W.  is  inhabited  by  a  feci:  of 
Muflulmen,  who  are  named  Mutual/is,  and 
are  faid  to  have  no  connection  with  any 
other  nation  whatever.  They  obferve  the 
fame  diftance  and  referve  towards  ftrangers 
as  the  natives  of  India,  neither  inviting 
them  to  their  houfes,  nor  eating  with  them 
from  the  fame  dim  ;  and  though  I  cannot 
complain  of  having  received  the  flighted 
injury  during  the  time  I  paffed  in  their 
villages,  I  own,  in    their  appearance,  they 
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have  fomething  peculiarly  rude  and  fero- 
cious.   They  tolerate  Chriftians  in  the  free 
exercife   of  their   religion,    who,  happily, 
are  much  lefs   the  objects  of  their  hatred 
and   animofity   than    the    Turks.      Their 
dominion  extends  over   the  mountains  aH 
the  way  from  Gebail  to  Balbec,  including 
both  towns,  where  they  are  reported  to  be 
much  more  favage  in  their  manners  than  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sidon.    The  mountains  in  the 
N.  E.  of  Sidon  are  peopled  by  the  D rules, 
among  whom  Chriftianity  enjoys  an  equal 
degree  of  toleration  as  among  the  Mutu- 
allis. 

The  natives  in  thefe  mountains  are  dis- 
affected to  the  Turks,  an  antipathy  partly 
owing  to  the  influence  of  inveterate  preju- 
dice, and  partly  to  a  difference  in  matters  of 
religious  opinion.  They  are  fenfible  it  is 
to  their  own  bravery,  and  the  inaccerhble 
nature  of  their  mountains,  that  they  owe 
their  happy  independence.  The  Drufes 
are  well  affected  towards  Chriftians  in 
general  j  but  holding  themfelves  defcend- 
ed  from  a  French  ancefhy,  who  are  faid 
to  have  taken  refuge  in  thefe  mountains 
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at  their  expulfion  from  the  Holy  Land, 
in  the  end  of  the  crufades,  they  have 
more  than  ordinary  affection  for  the  peo- 
ple of  that  country.  The  principles  which, 
according  to  hiftorians,  ac~hiated  the  fub- 
jecls  of  the  old  man  of  the  mountain, 
ftill  influence  the  minds  of  fome  indivi- 
duals. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Jerufalem  I  am  told 
there  is  a  race  of  Bedouin  Arabs,  who  like- 
wife  affect  to  be  defcended  from  the  French. 
The  Capuchin  from  whom  I  had  this  infor- 
mation had  experienced  many  inftances  of 
their  partiality  to  his  country,  as  well  as 
a  mimonary  of  the  fame  order,  who  refided 
among  them  for  fome  time  in  much  credit 
and  efteem. 

I  was  charmed  with  the  beauty  and 
ferenity  of  this  climate,  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  in  a  peculiar  manner  what  a  man 
who  is  Jelirous  of  becoming  the  child  of 
nature  would  wifli  to  enjoy.  în  the  different 
regions  of  the  globe  which  I  have  vifited 
I  have  found  no  climate  equally  propi- 
tious to  the  natural  ftate  of  man  with  thzt 
which  extends  its  mild  influence  over  the 

O  4  lout hern 


200         TRAVELS   ROUND   THE  WORLD, 

fouthern  parts  of  Syria.   In  the  countries  fi- 
tuated  between  the  tropics  the  rains  fall  al- 
moft  incerlantly  during  fix  months  of  fum- 
mer; the  countries,  on  the  contrary,  a  few 
degrees  without  the  tropics,  have  but  little 
rain,  and  that  only  in  fpring  and  autumn,  the 
feafons  when  it  paries  from  cold  to  hotter 
regions  of  the  earth.    In  Alia,  on  the  con- 
fines of  BaiTora;  in  America,   in  the  vici- 
nity of  Sartille  ;  as  well  as  in  the  defert 
regions  of  Africa,   I  have  had  occafion  to 
remark  that  fcarcity  of  rain,  rendering  the 
foil    dry    and    inhofpitable,    gradually  re- 
duces it  to  a  dead  land.     I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  fay,  however,  that  from  this  par- 
tial  obfervation   any   rule    can   be   drawn 
that  fhall  obtain  univerfally  ;  but   the  fact 
fesms   to   be,   that  from   the   latitude    of 
thirty  to  thirty-five  degrees,  the   fummer 
fix   months    are   entirely   exempted   from, 
rain  ;  whilft  in  the  fucceeding  period  the 
cold  is  uniformly  moderate,  and  one  meets 
with  many  intervals  of  fine  weather  equal 
to  the  moft  beautiful  days  in  fummer. 
In  Syria  a  variety  of  grain  fprings   and 
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comes  to  maturity  during  the  winter  months; 
a  facl:  which  affords  undeniable  evidence 
of  what  Ï  have  now  been  afferting.  Iac- 
knowledge  there  are  certain  fpecies  of 
trees  which  then  fried  their  leaves  ;  ftill, 
however,  it  is  true,  that  in  the  month  of 
November  I  have  eaten  new  beans  and 
peafe,  while  the  gardens,  abounding  in 
flowers  and  vegetables,  continue  to  produce 
from  that  month  till  the  opening  of  rum- 
mer. The  particular  iituation  of  Syria 
contributes  a  great  deal  to  the  excellency 
of  the  climate  :  it  is  protected  from  the 
north  wind  by  an  extenfive  ridge  of  lofty 
mountains  ;  it  is  bounded  on  the  well:  by 
the  fea  ;  and  on  the  eail  with  the  arid  de- 
ferts  of  Arabia,  from  whofe  parched  and 
fandy  foil  little  vapour  can  arife  to  pro- 
duce rain.  The  higher  Egypt,  as  well  as 
the  country  contiguous  to  Lima,  are  fine- 
ly fituatedj  but  I  believe  the  one  and  the 
other  owe  their  dry  and  beautiful  climates 
to  ibme  high  ridges,  which  intercept  the 
progrefs  of  the  clouds.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Lima  the  foil  is  fandy  and  barren, 
while  Egypt  owes  hef  fertility  to  the  in- 
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duftry  of  her  inhabitants,  joined  to  the  an- 
nual inundations  of  the  Nile.  Befides, 
the  heat  of  fummer  in  the  higher  Egypt 
is  almofl  intolerable  ;  and  every  one  knows 
that  the  Cophti  as  well  as  the  Peruvian, 
groaning  under  the  oppreffion  of  defpotifm, 
are  highly  taxed  for  their  advantages  of 
climate. 

Among  the  productions  of  Syria  are 
ihofe  of  hot  as  well  as  cold  climates  j 
wheat,  barley,  cotton,  the  bamy  or  gom- 
beau,  the  oak,  the  pine,  and  the  fycamore, 
all  grow  in  a  great  degree  of  perfection. 
The  vine,  the  fig,  the  mulberry,  the  apple, 
and  other  trees  of  Europe,  are  no  lefs  com- 
mon in  the  gardens  and  orchards,  than 
the  jujubier,  the  fig-hannan,  the  lemon, 
'  fweet  and  four,  the  orange,  and  the  fugar- 
cane  :  all  the  roots  and  vegetable  produc- 
tions of  thefe  different  climates  are  like- 
wife  found  here  in  abundance. 

The  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Catho- 
lic church  are  as  regularly  and  openly  exer- 
cifed  in  the  bofom  of  the  Syrian  moun- 
tains, as  iii  Paris  or  at  Rome  ;  with  this  dif- 
ference, however,  that  as  the  manners  of 
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the  people  are  more  iimple,  fo  their  de- 
votion, as  well  as  their  morals,  are  pro- 
portionally purer  in  the  former  than  in  the 
latter. 

The  induftrious  character  of  the  natives 
appears  in  the  cultivated  flate  of  their 
mountains,  many  parts  of  which  prefent 
the  face  of  a  fine  garden.  Springs,  ju- 
dicioufly  directed,  water  their  mulberry 
plantations,  in  which  confifl  the  wealth 
of  the  country  ;  and  fuch  is  the  fuperior 
quality  and  high  value  of  the  filk  raifed 
from  the  mulberry-leaves,  that  the  farmer 
obtains  by  his  trees,  at  little  expence  or 
labour,  a  competent  fubiiftence  for  his  fa- 
mily :  wine,  oil,  and  figs,  are  articles  from 
which  he  likewife  derives  confiderable 
emolument. 

We  do  not  meet  here  with  any  thing 
to  compare  with  the  riches  and  luxury 
of  European  nations  ;  but  as  the  for- 
tunes of  individuals  are  lefs  unequal,  po- 
verty and  indigence,  which  confume  the 
loweft  clafs  of  the  people  in  the  finefl 
provinces  of  France,  are  altogether  un- 
known. 

If 
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If  any  perfon  wifhed  to  know  where 
man  is  fubjedted  to  the  leart  penury  and 
wretchednefs,  I  would  refer  him  to  the 
mountains  of  Syria,  where  the  refinements 
in  luxury  are  indeed  precluded,  but  where 
he  would  amply  enjoy  every  thing  necef- 
fary  to  his  peace  and  happinefs.  The 
powers  of  the  mind  are  not  chilled  and 
exafperated  by  the  feverities  of  an  inhof- 
pitable  climate,  neither  are  they  debaf- 
ed  and  enervated  by  the  fecure  porTefïion 
of  unfolicited  abundance.  Subfiftence, 
though  eafy,  is  not,  however,  to  be  ob- 
tained without  bodily  fatigue,  which 
tends  only  to  brace  and  ftrengthen  the 
limbs.  The  avocations  of  the  people 
are  entertaining  to  the  mind,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  are  beneficial  to  the  body, 
and  divert  them  from  any  defire  for 
gratifications  which  are  only  necerTary  to 
the  happinefs  of  thofe  devoted  to  ha- 
bits of  idlenefs  and  intemperance.  Who- 
ever looks  forward  to  a  ftate  of  vacan- 
cy and  idlenefs  as  the  period  when  he 
ihall  begin   to  enjoy  life,  would,  were  he 
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ever  to  attain  it,  probably  find  himfelf 
miferably  difappointed.  Moderate  labour, 
and  a  temperate  diet,  rendering  the  bo- 
dy healthy  and  robuft,  impart  alfo  vigour 
to  the  mind  ;  and  hence  arifes  that  fine 
relifh  for  thofe  innocent  pleafures  which 
delight  the  induftrious  man  after  fa- 
tigue, more  than  is  ever  experienced  by 
his  wealthier  but  more  indolent  neigh- 
bour. 

Nocle  fatigatum  fomnus,  non  cura  puellae, 
Excepit  ;  et  pingui  membra  quiète  levât. 

In  vain  would  the  traveller  expect  to 
meet,  in  thofe  mountains,  with  men  of 
great  learning,  or  of  very  polimed  and 
refined  manners;  but  he  will  find  men 
in  their  beri  and  happiefr.  Hate,  men 
purfuing  their  duty  from  the  impulfe 
of  natural  fentiment,  firm  friends,  good 
fathers,  virtuous  citizens;  and  fuch  cha- 
racters are  of  more  benefit  to  the  world 
than  the  rich,  idle,  and  luxurious,  who  in 
more  refined  countries  contaminate  the 
manners  of  the  people  by   their  example, 

without 
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without  contributing  in  any  degree  to  the 
real  interefts  .of  mankind, 

The  monks  of  Syria  are  neither  pro- 
found theologians,  nor  extremely  rigid  in 
their  manners  ;  the  rules  of  their  orders 
are  fimple,  and  fcrupulouily  obferved  -,  but 
they  are  in  reality  what  they  afreet  to  be 
in  appearance,  humble  fervants  and  dif- 
ciples  of  their  Mailer,  and  earn  their  daily 
bread  by  honefl  labour,  and  the  induftry 
of  their  hands. 

The  fecular  clergy  have  little  either  of 
learning  or  rank  to  be  diftinguimed  from 
the  vulgar  -,  but  though  their  knowledge 
is  chiefly  confined  to  the  New  Tefla- 
ment,  they  are  men  of  regular  and  pious 
lives,  and  highly  efleemed  by  their  flocks. 
Little  indebted  to  the  emoluments  of  a 
liberal  public  eftabliihment,  they  earn  by 
toil,  and  the  fweat  of  their  brows,  a  fub- 
ilftence  for  their  wives  and  children. 
They  give  confiant  attendance  to  the 
fervice  of  the  altar,  preach  the  gofpel 
to  the  poor,  and  enforce  the  Chriftian 
morality  by  their  example,   to  which   the 
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abolition  of  celibacy  among  them  has  beea 
of  advantage.  The  attention  they  be- 
ftow  on  the  education  of  their  own  fa- 
milies furnifhes  an  important  leïîbn  to 
thofe  who  are  lefs  immediately  under  their 
eye.  I  have  always  coniidered  marriage  as 
a  natural  duty,  and  conftituting  one  of  the 
inalienable  rights  of  mankind. 

The  laws  and  maxims  of  policy  that  ob- 
tain in  fuch  countries  as  were  nrft  peo- 
pled appear  to  me,  in  general,  to  be  the 
beil  ;  but  no  laws  or  institutions,  how  wife- 
ly foever  fuggefted,  are  able  to  reftrain  the 
defires  of  men  affembled  in  great  cities  : 
in  the  country  alone  the  traveller  may 
hope  to  difcover  their  original  meaning 
and  intention.  There  the  peafant,  removed 
from  the  depraved  fociety  of  the  citizen, 
from  the  improper  difpofai  of  his  time, 
and  every  means  of  corruption,  implicitly 
follows  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  his  an- 
cellors. 

It  is  a  maxim  with  eaflern  nations,  that 
a  man  mall  be  bound  by  the  obligations  of 
marriage,  without  any  previous  acquain- 
tance with  his  intended  wife.     Now,   few 
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inftitutions  can  immediately  appear  more 
whimfical  and  abfurd  ;  in  experience, 
however,  the  inconveniences  we  might 
think  incident  to  fuch  a  practice  are  not 
felt  ;  and  I  am  fatisfied,  from  all  I  have  ob- 
ferved  in  the  families  of  the  mountaineers, 
amongft  whom  I  made  it  my  bufinefs 
to  refide,  that  the  feuds  and  animofi- 
ties  of  domeflic  life  are  much  lefs  fre- 
quent there  than  in  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope. It  is  likewife  ufual  in  India  to 
marry  at  the  age  of  eight  or  ten,  and  a 
girl  is  generally  betrothed  to  a  particular 
hufoand  at  the  age  of  three  or  four;  and  I 
repeat,  that  in  my  experience  I  had  the 
good  fortune  never  to  meet  with  a  finglc 
couple  who  feemed  to  have  been  injudi- 
ciouQy  or  unhappily  paired.  Educated  to- 
gether from  the  years  of  childhood,  they 
become  familiar  with  each  other's  humours, 
acquire  the  character  of  lltuation,  and  are 
not  likely  to  experience  in  advanced  life 
any  thing  that  can  reafonably  give  occafion 
to  furprize.  The  huiband  exercifes  domi- 
nion over  his  companion,  while  file  ufes  with 
fuccefs,  in  her   turn,  her  natural  weapons 
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of  tears,  gentlenefs,  and  fubmirTion.  Thus, 
between  a  couple  of  Afiatics,  born,  as  it 
would  feem,  with  a  kind  of  innate  rectitude 
of  mind,  we  naturally  expect  the  mofth^p- 
py  and  cordial  union.  Refpecting  the  li- 
berty of  free  choice,  in  which  the  ftrength 
of  the  argument  on  our  fide  feems  to 
confilf,  I  am  arraid  that  in  the  tender 
and  inexperienced  mind  there  frequently 
fprings  from  this  very  fource  a  love  of  va- 
riety; for  the  woman  who  conceives  her- 
felf  entitled  to  chufe  in  one  inftafice,  may 
fee  little  harm  in  exercifing  the  fame  right 
a  fécond  time,  provided  fhe  happens  to 
meet  with  another  perfon  whofe  character 
is   better  fitted  to  engage  her  affections. 

It  is  an  opinion  pretty  generally  received 
in  the  nations  of  Aria,  that  the  morals  of 
the  women  have  much  influence  on  fo- 
ciety  at  large,  as  well  as  on  their  own  chil- 
dren. But  they  have  an  idea,  perhaps  a 
little  more  peculiar  to  themfelves,  to  wit, 
that  the  quality  and  intenfity  of  fentiment 
in  our  fex  refult  partly  from  the  allurements 
of  pleafure,  partly  from  prejudice  and  ha- 
bit, and  partly  from  the  dread  of  thofe  evils 

Vol.  II.  P  which 
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which  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the  indi- 
vidual. Defire,  hope,  love,  hatred,  and,  in 
general,  all  our  fentiments  and  actions,  de- 
pend, according  to  them,  upon  a  felnili 
principle  of  fear,  which,  in  proportion  as 
we  are  imprerTed  with  the  danger  of  de- 
feat, or  the  hope  of  victory,  produces  weak- 
nefs   or  courage. 

But  of  fuch  as  confider  fear  or  an  inte- 
refted  concern  for  our  own  welfare,  as  the 
ultimate  principle  of  human  fentiment  and 
conduct,  I  would  ait,  Whether  a  mother's 
fondnefs  for  her  child,  as  the  Afiatics  feem 
to  believe,  contains  no  ingredient  of  a 
more  liberal  origin  than  that  fweet  fen- 
fation  of  pleafure  fhe  experiences  at  the 
end  of  her  labour,  when  fhe  reflects 
that  her  fuffe rings  were  occaiioned  by 
a  being  which  makes  a  part  of  her- 
felf,  and  therefore  entitled  to  her  kindeft 
affections  ?  Mult  the  gradual  increafe  of 
paternal  affection  be  referred  folely  to  ha- 
bit, and  the  attachment  one  neceffarily  ac- 
quires for  an  object  which  cofts  him  much 
care  and  anxiety  ?  In  the  fame  manner  is 
the   fentiment  of  friendfhip,   a  fentiment 

equally 


EY    SEA    AND    LAND.  211 

equally  rare  anil  valuable,  to  be  refolved 
into  habit,  or  the  hope  of  deriving  advan- 
tage from  our  friend  ?  Are  pity,  charity, 
and  beneficence,  which  are  excited  by 
the  misfortunes  of  others,  of  no  higher  ac- 
count  than  that  of  a  mean  reflex  fentiment 
on  our  own  condition  ?  In  a  word,  are  mag- 
nanimity, generofity,  and  courage,  nothing 
better  than  different  modifications  of  the 
fame  interefled  principle,  congratulating 
itfelf  on  having  efcaped  thofe  evils  which 
we  wifh  to  alleviate  in  others  ? — This  fyf- 
tem  is  too  humiliating  to  the  human  fpecies 
to  be  founded  in  the  conftitution  of  nature. 

In  Arabia,  and  in  all  countries  with 
which  the  Arabs  have  intercourfe,  the 
Women  are  fubjecled  to  the  veil,  and  al- 
moif  entirely  fecluded  from  the  company 
of  the  men.  Each  fex  lives  apart,  and  in 
conformity  to  its  own  humours  ;  info- 
much  that  the  hufband  fpends  but  a  fmall 
part  of  his  time  with  his  wife.  This  cuf- 
torn  is  confidered  as  extremely  bénéficiai  to 
both  parties  ;  for,  as  the  object  of  marriage 
is  mutual  fidelity,  the  great  danger  inci- 
dent to  happinefs  in  that  fcate  is  to  be 
P  2  apprehend- 


212   TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

apprehended  from  eafy  and  frequent  com- 
munication between  the  fexes  :  and  as  the 
temper  and  difpofitions  of  a  man  and  his 
wife  do  not  at  all  times  coalefce,  the  fel- 
domer  they  meet  the  fewer  occafions  will 
occur    of   domeftic    flrife   and    animolity. 
Hence  they  conclude  that  nothing  can  be 
expected  from  unreflrained  intercourfe  be- 
twixt the  fexes,  but  excelles  of  pailion  in 
the  one,  danger  to  the   innocence  of  the 
other,  and  muldplied  caufes  of  contention 
in  both.    Accordingly,  the  only  perfons  of 
different  fexes  who  enjoy  any  lhare  of  focial 
intercourfe,  are  fuch  as  ftand  in  the  neareft 
degrees  of  confanguinity  ;  a  pleafure,  how- 
ever, which  is  permitted  even  to  them  fpar- 
inglv  and  on  rare  occafions.    In  many  fami- 
lies  thefe  maxims  of  referve  are  fo  ftrictly 
obferved,  that  as  foon  as  boys  attain  the  years 
of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  they  are  removed  to 
a  particular  wing  of  the   building,  named 
Manfoul,  which  is  entirely  unconnected  with 
the  female  apartments. 

Men  in  eaiiern  nations  are  extremely 
jealous  of  their  fuperiority  over  the  fe- 
male fexj  and  hence  it  is  that  a  man 
feldom  condefcends   to  eat   with  his  wife. 

It 
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It  is  her  bufinefs  to  ferve  her  hufband  at 
table  with  all  the  care  and  afliduity  of  a 
fervant  ;  nor  does  fhe  find  herfelf  at  liberty 
to  fit  down  to  a  meal  until  he  is  done. 
He  never  de  fires  her  opinion,  or  deigns  to 
convcrfe  with  her  on  the  fubjecl:  of  family 
affairs.  He  feldom  affigns  her  a  talk  that 
may  not  be  performed  without  ftirring 
abroad,  nor  any  bufinefs  abroad  but  what 
may  be  performed  under  her  veil.  Women 
in  every  condition  of  life  are  fubjeeled  to 
thefe  regulations,  and  their  time  is  all  equal- 
ly employed  with  their  children  and  houfe- 
hold  affairs,  which,  however,  from  their 
plain  and  fimple  manners,  require  little  ap- 
plication. I  aimoft  revolted  againft  this 
ilavifh  and  fubordinate  condition  of  the 
fex.  But  I  was  ft  ruck  with  the  great 
fimilarity  I  difcovered  in  this  point  be- 
tween the  manners  of  the  American  fa- 
vages  and  thofe  of  the  Arabs,  as  well  as 
other  Afiatic  tribes;  arefemblance  extreme- 
ly furprifing,  when  we  confider  the  great 
diftance  the  Arab  and  American  are  re- 
moved from  each  other.  In  America  the 
fcvage  charges  himfelf  with  nothing  but  his 

P   3  gun* 


214       TRAVELS  ROUND   THE  WORLD, 

gun,   while  his    wife  follows    behind  him. 
loaded  with  every  article  of  the  family  bag- 
gage. In  Afia  it  is  the  fame  :  the  favage  en- 
tertains no  converfation  whatever  with  his 
wife  ;  nor  does  fhe  prefume  to  be  prefent  at 
any  of  his  parties.   The  fame  are  the  man- 
ners of   Syria,   and   indeed   of  the   Afiajic 
continent  in  general.     In  the  Bifiayan  illes, 
and  among   the  Marratta  tribes,  as  well  as 
in  America,  the   fields  of  Indian   corn  are 
cultivated  by  the  women  alone.     The  Arab 
mounts  his  afs,  and  leaves  his  wife,   with 
a  large  bundle  on  her  head,  to  follow  him 
on   foot.       The    favage   fits  at  his  eafe  in 
his  canoe,  while  his    wife   keeps   tugging 
at  the  oar  without  murmur  or  complaint. 
Now  it  appears  very  remarkable  that  two 
people  inhabiting  oppo fi  te  hemifpheres  of 
the  globe,  the  one  ancient  and  the  other  pro- 
bably modern,   mould  fo  ftrongly  refemble 
each  other;   whilfr.  Europeans,  at  an  equal 
diftance  from  both,  have  manners  entirely 
different. 

In  Arabia,  a  numerous  family  is  an  ob- 
ject of  great  deiire  to  both  fexes.  Hence 
an  old  maiden,  an  aged  batchelor,  and  a 

barren 
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barren  woman,  are  regarded  with  a  fenti- 
ment  bordering  on  contempt.  The  hufband 
and  wife  are  equally  delighted  at  the  birth 
of  a  child  ;  and  upon  the  delivery  of  the 
nrfl  male,  reiign  their  own  name,  in  order 
to  take  the  more  honourable  appellation  of 
the  child's  parents.  Thus,  mould  Peter 
and  Mary  have  a  ion,  James,  they  imme- 
diately ceafe  to  be  Peter  and  Mary,  and  are 
ftyled  henceforth  the  father  and  mother  of 
James.  The  father  of  James  begins  to 
cultivate  his  beard,  as  a  badge  of  his  new- 
acquired  dignity,  as  well  as  to  attract  that 
refpect  and  veneration  which  he  conceives 
now  become  due  to  him  from  the  public.  Of 
this  defcription,  among  others,  are  the  Syrian 
Arabs.  The  Arabs  of  the  Bedouin  tribes 
affume  the  name  of  the  common  irock  : 
hence  Ben  Kalet,  or  the  children  of  Hal'  i. 
A  name,  Ï  conceive,  by  which  all  the 
individuals  of  the  tribe  are  reprefented  as 
brethren,  is  at  the  fame  time  interesting 
to  the  mind,  and  extremely  ufeful  in  fo- 
ciety.  It  very  feniibly  implies  a  recip  - 
cal  obligation  ;  in  one  view  admonishing 
the  children  of  the  duty  and   refpecl:  they 

P  4  owe 
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owe  to  their  fathers  -,  in  another,  engag- 
ing the  parent  to  maintain  a  kind  and 
affectionate  behaviour  towards  children, 
whofe  names  it  is  his  glory  to  bear. 

From  the  extreme  referve  maintained 
between  the  fexes,  we  are  not  to  expert  in 
the  circles  of  Syria  that  gaiety  of  manners, 
or  highly  feafoned  though  fuperficial  con- 
verfation,  to  which,  in  different  countries  of 
Europe,  a  confiant  and  anxious  defire  of 
pleafing  the  women  has  given  occafion.  The 
youth,  in  the  mod  lively  period  of  life,  are 
all  equally  ferious  in  their  deportment  and 
converfation  j  fupporting  a  gravity  of  man- 
ners which  gradually  increafes  as  they  ad- 
vance in  years.  They  fpeak  but  little,  and 
never  lofe  fight  of  the  object  they  had  firft 
in  view.  A  total  want  of  vivacity,  the  ha- 
bit of  fmoking,  which  gives  occafion  to 
frequent  paufes,  and  that  of  ftroaking  their 
beards  and  handling  a  kind  of  chaplet,  al- 
low them  time  to  confider  and  digefr.  their 
queftions  and  replies.  In  difcourfe  they 
are  mort  and  energetic,  proportioning  the 
number  of  their  words  to  the  nature  of 
the  fubject  in  difcuffion  -?  hence  a  pecu- 
liar 
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liar  characterifKc  of  their  language,  which, 
if  I  may  prefume  to  form  an  opinion  on 
the  little  knowledge  I  was  able  to  acquire 
of  it  during  my  abode  in  this  country,  is 
the  moft  iimple  and  expreffive  in  the 
world. 

The  fair  fex  are  never  introduced  as  a 
topic  of  converfation  ;  nay,  they  evm  pafs 
in  the  ftreets  without  obtaining  the  fmalleft 
notice  from  the  men.  The  places  they  are 
known  to  frequent  are  deemed  facred  and 
inacceflible  ;  and  a  man  would  feel  himfelf 
affronted,  who  mould  be  accufed  of  having 
remarked  or  laluted  a  woman  in  public. 
Europeans,  I  know,  confider  thofe  eaftern 
manners  as  the  gloomy  re  fuit  of  extreme 
jealoufy  ;  but  I  rather  regard  them  as  the 
confequences  of  a  punctilious  delicacy  rela- 
tive to  the  point  of  honour  in  the  fex, 
who,  according  to  the  maxims  of  Afia,  are 
not  fuppofed  to  have  any  acquaintance 
with  men,  except  in  the  perfon  of  one  in- 
dividual. The  women,  neverthelefs,  con- 
trive to  pafs  the  time  agreeably  by  them- 
ii  pes  ;  and  as  the  foie  object  of  their  par- 
tics  is  amufement,    little  affected   by  any 

ingredient 
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ingredient  that  can  give  occafion  to  latent 
diiguft,  they  probably  experience  more 
real  gaiety  of  heart  than  the  fair  Euro- 
pean, who,  in  the  midft  of  her  crowded 
and  promifcuous  aflemblies,  is  often  liable 
to  be  disturbed  by  envy,  jealoufy,  orrefent- 
rnent.  With  a  mind  eafy  and  unembar- 
rafled,  the  Afiatic  feems  to  move  in  a  fi- 
tuation  which  affords  a  finer  rclilh  for  the 
fociety  and  enjoyment  of  her  companions. 
She  receives  the  vifits  of  her  friends  in 
her  own  apartments,  while  the  garden, 
the  bath,  and  the  tomb,  arc  the  places  of 
public  refort.  This  Oriental  cuftom 
of  frequenting  the  tombs,  is  a  flrong  proof 
of  female  feniibility  ;  the  mind  being  nice- 
ly fufceptible  of  impremons,  but  at  the  fame 
time  endowed  with  a  peculiar  verfatility 
of  reflection,  has  flamped  its  own  image 
on  this  kind  of  afTembly.  Upon  their  ar- 
rival at  the  grave  of  a  deceafed  friend, 
they  give  full  vent  to  the  forrow  and  an- 
:ifli  of  their  bofoms  -,  afterwards  they 
gradually  enter  into  converfation,  which 
.takes  a  ferions,  gay,  or  even  ludicrous 
turn,  according  to  their  different  charac- 
8  ters. 
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ters.  After  all,  a  good  heart  may  here  find 
relief  ;  and  many,  I  have  no  doubt,  profit  by 
thofe  lefTons  of  moral  inftruction  they  re- 
ceive at  the  grave,  however  extraordinary 
the  cuftom  itielf  may  appear  to  ft  rangers. 

The    natives    of  this   country   are    ex- 
tremely  tenacious    of  ancient    cuftoms;  a 
circumftance  which  will   account   for   the 
many  veftiges  we  ft  ill  trace  of  the  manners 
and  ufages  of  the  ancient  patriarchs.     The 
tanour,   or   cylindrical   oven,  employed    in 
baking  their    cakes,  and    the  tanloura,  or 
iilver  cone,  a  kind  of  head-drefs  worn  by 
the  women  among  the  Drufes,  are  evident- 
ly the  fame  with  the  Jewifh  oven  and  Ju- 
dith's mitre.     The  manners    of  Abraham 
and   his  family  may  be  traced  in   the  ha- 
bits and  purfuits  of  the  Bedouin  fhepherds, 
who,  iince    the  age    of  Laban,   have   led 
about  their  flocks  during  the  day,  and  fold- 
ed them  in  the  evening.     The  ftyle  of  the 
Arabic  language  in  our  own  times  is   the 
lame  with   that  of  the    Old  Teftament,  a 
famenefs    which    could    only    have     been 
preferved  by  an  anxious  attachment  to  the 
modes  and  cuftoms  of  their  progenitors. 
Being  originally  defcended  from  wander- 
ing 
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ing  tribes,  they  are  at  little  pains  to  adorn 
their  houfes  ;  and  the  different  articles  of 
their  furniture  are  fo  contrived  as  to  be 
cafily  packed  up  for  the  convenience  of 
travelling.  Riding  is  of  all  exercifes 
th?t  of  which  they  are  moft  paffionately 
fond.  In  their  perfons  they  are  clean,  fo- 
ber  and  fimple  in  their  manners,  and  en- 
tire flrangers  to  luxury.  The  pompous 
and  arrogant  genius  of  the  Turk  has  been 
communicated  in  no  degree  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  country,  whofe  courage  and 
virtuous  fimplicity  have  hitherto  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  fetters  of  a  defpotic  mailer. 
They  are,  however,  felfifh,  and  fometimes, 
though  rarely,  fraudulent  towards  the 
French,  who,  they  infifr,  ought  to  pay  them 
a  certain  tribute  in  confideration  of  that 
commerce  they  are  permitted  to  carry  on 
in  their  harbours.  Befides,  the  extreme 
difference  they  difcover  between  the  man- 
ners of  France  and  thofe  of  Syria,  difpofes 
them  to  look  down  on  the  natives  of  the 
former  country  with  difdain. 

In  Syria  we   find    four  orders   of   men 
only  :    firft,    princes;  fecondly,   lords   and 

governors  5 
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governors  ;  thirdly,  opulent  merchants  and 
farmers  ;  and  laftly,  the  poorer  peafantry, 
and  all  below  them.  A  prince  or  lord, 
provided  he  abftains  from  commerce,  may 
defcend  from  his  rank  in  order  to  redeem 
his  decayed  fortune,  without  lofing  one 
tittle  of  the  refpedt  due  to  his  birth. 
The  merchant  and  farmer,  how  opulent 
foever  their  circumftances,  are  incapable 
of  rifing  to  a  higher  order,  but,  like  the 
prince,  and  for  fimilar  reafons,  may  de- 
fcend to  a  lower  condition  without  any 
diminution  of  his  confequence  ;  and  in 
many  inftances  the  children  of  reduced 
governors,  clergymen,  and  merchants,  are 
not  afhamed  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of 
ftrangers,  who  are  greatly  their  inferiors 
in  point  of  birth.  The  right  every  indi- 
vidual poffeffes  of  redrefling  his  own 
wrongs  has  given  occafion  to  fomething 
fimilar  to  our  point  of  honour,  which  pre- 
vails equally  among  all  orders  of  men. 
The  Arab  retalia.es  on  his  adverfary, 
how  eminent  foever  his  rank,  the  mo- 
ment he  receives  an  affront;  a  cuftom 
which,  confidering  the  circumftances  of  the 

country. 
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country,  more  effectually  reftrains  violence 
than  the  operation  of  the  feverefl  laws  for 
the  piinimment  of  crimes.  If  the  Arab 
mews  a  confiant  deference  towards  the  per- 
fon  of  his  chief,  it  is  on  account  of  quali- 
ties reallv  ufeful  to  the  tribe:  but  as  in  all 
ranks,  manners,  drefs,  and  the  fare  of  the 
table,  are  extremely  fimilar,  it  is  difficult 
on  ordinary  occafions  to  diftinguifh  one  or- 
der of  men  from  another.  Every  one  is 
acquainted  with  the  high  pedigree  of  an 
Arabian  chieftain,  who,  neverthelefs,  in 
his  affability  and  condefceniion  to  his  in- 
feriors, forms  a  ftriking  contrail:  to  the 
upftart  nobility  of  modern  nations.  The^ 
prince,  the  lord,  and  the  peafant,  fit  down 
to  the  fame  table,  enter  familiarly  into 
converfation,  and  light  their  pipes  at  the 
fame  taper,  under  as  little  ceremony  or 
con  {train  t  as  we  expect  to  meet  with  in  the 
focietv  of  brothers.  In  fine,  men  in  all 
conditions  of  life  eat,  fleep,  and  work 
together  ;  infomuch  that  I  have  often  mif- 
taken  a  lord  for  a  peafant,  and  a  peafant 
for  a  prince,  the  fuperior  beauty  of  whofe 
horfe,  and  brightnefs  of  his  armour,  being 

the 
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the  only  marks  by  which  the  latter  may  be 
known. 

Wiihing  to  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  natives  of  the  Syrian  mountains, 
I  propofed  to  give  them  a  little  more  of 
my  time,  and  particularly  to  vint  the 
people  called  Drufes  ;  meanwhile  I  refolv- 
ed  to  pay  my  refpeets  once  more  to  my 
friends  the  Maronites  of  the  Quefrouan, 
and  accordingly  my  £ rfl  flage  was  Ain- 
toura  ;  thence  I  continued  my  journey  to* 
wards  Agoufta,  where  Î  hoped  to  have  had 
the  honour  of  meeting  with  the  patriarch  of 
Antioch.  At  Aintoura  I  fainted  my  friend 
the  fuperior  of  the  jefuits,  who  earneiTiy 
requeued  I  would  pafs  fome  time  at  the 
convent  ;  hut  I  excufed  myfelf,  and  went  to 
fleep  at  Baruth. 

Next  day,  having  fet  out  for  a  place 
named  A  bey,  fituated  among  the  Druies, 
I  croffed  the  plain  of  Baruth  diagonallv, 
and  travelled  three  leagues  fouthward.  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  town  this  plain  is  plant- 
ed with  mulberries,  after  which  I  came 
upon  a  beautiful  forefl  of  pines  in  a  quin- 
cunxial  form,  clofe  to  a  little  Arabian  en- 
campment. 
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campment.  Paffing  a  dry  defart  foil  with 
ibme  olives,  and  a  few  plantations  of  the 
mulberry,  I  arrived  at  a  large  village  near 
the  foot  of  a  mountain,  the  refidence  and 
patrimonial  inheritance  of  an.  obfcure  emir. 
Keeping  this  village  on  the  left,  I  aicended 
by  a  long  and  fteep  path,  and  palled  ano- 
ther large  village  on  the  right.  Here  the 
traveller  traverfes  feveral  mountains,  and 
having  aicended  to  a  confiderable  height, 
he  finds  a  large  village  named  Aramon, 
containing  a  caftle  or  feraglio,  which  be- 
longs to  the  family  of  the  reigning  emir. 
The  adjacent  country  appears  to  be  weil 
watered,  and  is  planted  with  olive  and  mul- 
berry-trees. Having  defcended  from  Ara- 
mon, and  croffed  more  mountains  with 
their  intervening  vallies,  I  at  length  dif- 
eovered,  from  the  top  of  a  high  ridge,  the 
village  of  Abey  ftandin^  on  an  eminence 

O  JO 

before  me.  I  paifed  a  little  village,  from 
whofe  emir  I  received  every  attention,  and 
arrived  at  Abey  in  the  evening,  after  a  jour- 
ney of  feven  leagues. 

This  village  was  once  the  reiidence  of  an 
emir's  family,  which  is  now  entirely  extinct. 

It 
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It  is  fituated  at  the  di fiance  of  two  leagues 
from  a  lar^e  town  named  Dair-el-Kamar, 
which  is  the  capital  of  the  Drufean  coun* 
try,  and  the  feat  of  the  grand  emir  and  his 
relations.  Its  poiition,  at  three  leagues  dif- 
tance  from  the  fea,  and  one  from  the  river 
Thamour,  is  by  rar  the  finefl  I  have  yet 
met  with.  Abey  is  built  on  the  third 
flight  of  a  vail  amphitheatre,  formed  by 
three  mountains  piled  one  above  another, 
and  occupying  the  whole  intervening  fpace 
between  the  village  and  the  Mediterranean. 
From  this  lofty  ridge  the  eye  commands  a 
view  of  Sidon  and  Baruth,  with  their  ad- 
jacent plains.  The  defcent  to  the  fécond 
flight  is  formed  by  a  fmall  ridge  or  Afs's 
Back,  on  each  fide  of  which  is  a  little 
valley  at  the  bottom  of  a  very  high  and 
ileep  precipice  :  both  vallies  are  watered 
by  a  copious  rivulet  of  fine  water,  fupph^d 
by  the  fprings  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Abey.  Thefe  fprings  are  of  great  ufe 
in  watering  the  fides  of  the  mountains, 
which,  notwithflanding  their  very  abrupt 
defcent,  are  dreffed  in  an  amphithearri- 
cal  form,  and  planted  with  the  mulberry. 
Vol.  II.  Q^  There 


22Ô   TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

There  are  likewife  five  or  fix  other  fprings 
in  this  difixicT:,  on  the  confines  of  which 
the  traveller  finds  fquare  plantations  of  the 
walnut-tree. 

I  fixed  my  head  quarters  in  a  Capuchin 
convent,  from  the  fuperior  of  which  I  met 
writh  kindnefs  and  hofpitality.  This  con- 
vent overlooks  five  or  fix  highland  villages, 
in  which  I  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  my 
time;  and  as  the  great  object  of  this  ex- 
curlion  was  to  obferve  the  manners  of  a 
people  hitherto  but  little  known,  I  omit- 
ted nothing  that  could  introduce  me  to 
their  acquaintance  and  good  graces.  Be- 
fides  living  with  the  natives,  I  affifted  at 
all  their  ruftic  diverfions,  and  even  made 
myfelf  ufeful  to  them  by  watching  their 
fheep  and  goats  ;  and  I  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  think  that  I  was  the  caufe  of  di- 
minifhing,  in  fome  degree,  that  averfion 
which,  contrary  to  their  own  rules  of  hof- 
pitality, and  the  regard  they  profefs  to 
entertain  for  Grangers,  they  had  retained 
againft  the  French.  After  conforming  to 
the  life  of  a  favage  in  America,  a  Bramin  in 

India, 
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India,  and  an  Arab  in  the  defert,  I  was  now 
a  fhepherd  on  the  mountains  of  the  Dru- 
fes  -,  and  often  have  I  admired  the  in- 
ftincts  of  my  goats,  who,  after  bleating  and 
ftamping  with  their  feet,  as  if  in  defiance 
of  the  precipice  that  feparated  them  from 
the  flock,  bound  with  alacrity  to  the 
oppofite  cliff.  The  extraordinary  afpects 
of  the  rocky  ridges,  which  in  the  courfe 
of  my  vocation  I  had  frequently  occafion 
to  obferve,  as  well  as  the  focial  and  friend- 
ly intercourfe  of  my  fellow- fhepherds,  were 
the  grateful  wages  of  many  painful  and 
difficult  excurfions  over  the  diflant  hills. 

During  my  abode  in  this  country  I  af- 
filed at  feveral  funerals,  Drufan  as  well  as 
Chriflian  ;  ceremonies  which,  with  a  little 
difference  in  the  form  of  their  prayers,  are 
in  other  refpecls  extremely  limilar.  In  a 
few  hours  after  he  expires,  the  deceafed  is 
laid  out  under  a  tent,  drefTed  in  his  ordinary 
apparel  and  warlike  accoutrements  -,  and 
the  more  devout  Drufes,  concerning  whom 
I  am  to  fpeak,  place  likewife  a  pious  book 
m  his  hands.  The  women  haflen  from 
all  quarters,  in  order  to  feat  themfelves 
Q^  2  around 
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around  the  corpfe,  and  to  bedew  it  with 
their  tears  ;  while  the  men,  after  making  the 
vallies  refound  with  the  moil  difmal  cries 
and  lamentations,  as  a  lignai  to  the  adja- 
cent villages  of  what  has  happened,  re- 
main in  deep  filence  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  tent.  In  a  little  time  the  friends 
of  the  deceafed  are  feen  flocking  in  crowds 
from  their  refpective  villages  -,  and  as  fooa 
as  they  are  perceived  at  the  tent,  the  near- 
er!: relations  take  up  the  body,  and  fet 
off  to  meet  them.  Having  joined  their 
acquaintances,  they  carry  it  at  fome  dif- 
tance from  the  houfes  all  round  the  vil- 
lage, expreffing  the  moft  clamorous  regret 
on  the  occafion  by  cries  and  groans,  wav- 
ing their  handkerchiefs  in  the  air,  and 
gesticulating  with  their  bodies  in  a  violent 
manner.  The  dead  body  is  now  returned 
to  the  tent,  where  the  women  refume  their 
former  fituation,  repeating,  however,  their 
part  of  the  ceremony  at  every  new  arrival 
of  friends.  Thus  the  body  lies  in  a  kind 
of  ftate  till  next  morning,  when  the  in- 
habitants of  the  village,  Chriftians  as  well 
as  Drufes,  afTemblc,.  and  having  laid  the 

corpfe 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  229 

corpfe  on  a  bier,  carry  it  out  before  the 
door  in   profound  filence.     Here  a  Catho- 
lic or  Drufan  prieft,   according  to  the  re- 
ligion  of  the   defunct,  begins   the  fer  vice, 
which  coniifts    in    a    number  of  prayers, 
recited  in   a  low  tone  of  voice.     The  pre- 
parations   for  the  departure  of  the  bier  are 
accompanied  with  the  moft   doleful  howl- 
ing and  even  refiftance  of  the  women,  who 
feem    unable    to  brook   a   final  feparation. 
Meanwhile  the  men  continue  with  mourn- 
ful  gravity  to   be   paflive    fpectators.     At 
length  the  principal  mourners  retire  weep- 
ing and  inconfolable   into  the  houfe,  when 
it    is    the    bufinefs   of  the   men    to   con- 
duct the  deceafed  to  his  grave.     When  the 
funeral   is  over  the  étrangers  are  invited  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village  to  their  fe- 
veral  houfes,  where,   while   they  comme- 
morate the  virtues  of  the   dead,    they  en- 
tertain their  guefts  in  the  bell  manner  they 
are  able. 

I  now  paid  a  viiit  to  the  town  Dair~el- 
Kamar,  iituated  near  the  banks  of  the 
Thamour,  and  on  the  fide  of  a  mountain 
oppofite  to  that  on  which  fïands  the  village 
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of  Abey.  I  parTed  the  river  by  a  bridge 
built  in  part  over  a  cruffc  of  petrified  clay, 
which  prefents  the  traveller  with  rocks 
that  had  been  immerfed  in  the  mud,  and 
tracks  occafioned  by  runs  of  water  previous 
to  the  period  of  its  petrification.  El-Kamar 
is  well  fupplied  with  excellent  water,  and 
ffcands  at  leaft  equally  high  with  the  vil- 
lage of  Abey,  but  is  more  difficult  of  ac- 
cefs.  The  palaces  or  feraglios,  which  be- 
long to  the  emirs  of  the  reigning  family, 
are  fine  buildings  ;  the  churches  are  hand- 
fome,  and  built  in  good  tafte,  and  the  houfes 
of  fome  cheiks  and  commandants  have 
large  and  convenient  apartments,  but  the 
reft  of  the  town  conflits  of  mean  and  ill— 
constructed  habitations.  The  Drufes  do 
not  exceed  one  half  of  the  inhabitants, 
while  the  remainder  are  all  Maronites 
and  Greek  Catholics;  for,  owing  to  the  zeal 
and  induflry  of  the  Capuchin  mhTionaries, 
who  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years  have 
reftored  to  the  communion  of  the  Ro- 
miih  church  near  three-fourths  of  the 
nation,  there  are  at  prefent  only  a  very- 
few  fchifmatic  Greeks  in  thofe  parts. 

The 
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The  mountains  fouth  of  the  river  Tha- 
mour  are  named  the  Land  of  Souf,  though 
Dair-el-Kamar  is  in  this  diftriifl,  and  the 
ordinary  reiidence  of  the  emirs.  As  many 
of  the  emirs,  however,  have  removed  to 
Baruth,  they  are  by  no  means  fo  powerful, 
or  of  fo  much  confequence,  here  as  upon 
the  northern  parts  of  the  river.  A  great 
cheik  in  the  country  of  Souf  frequently 
eludes  the  homage  which  he  owes  to  the 
authority  of  the  grand  emir.  The  third 
and  lafl  divihon  of  the  mountains  is  in- 
habited by  cheiks  of  tolerably  regular  and 
quiet  manners,  as  well  as  by  two  families 
of  emirs,  who  are  proprietors  of  a  very  con- 
fiderable  territory.  The  Chriftian  cheiks, 
or  the  defcendants  of  the  houfe  of  Gazen, 
who  are  the  great  lords  of  the  Queiiouan, 
though  poifeifed  of  a  large  and  populous 
country,  give  little  interruption  to  the 
emir's  government.  The  fact  feems  to 
be,  that  the  former  being  extremely  nu- 
merous, but  broken  into  fmall  branches, 
are  incapable  of  uniting  in  one  body,  and 
confequently  of  forming  or  executing  any 
premeditated  plan  of  opposition  to  his  au- 
Q^4  thorityj 
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thority  ;  a  circumftance,  the  advantages 
accruing  from  which  to  his  tranquillity 
have  not  efcaped  the  fagacity  of  the  grand 
emir,  who,  by  fowing  difienfion  and  jea- 
loufy  among  their  different  members,  is  en- 
abled to  preferve  the  balance  of  power  in 
his  own  hands,  and  to  prevent  their  enter- 
ing into  any  dangerous  conbination  againft 
him. 

The  forms  of  legal  procedure  within 
thefe  mountains  are  extremely  fimple. 
The  cheik  adminifters  juftice  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  his  own  village  ;  but  in  termi- 
nating their  fuits,  particularly  of  a  civil 
nature,  he  acts  for  the  greateft  part  as 
an  arbiter  or  umpire  between  the  par- 
ties. If  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  fuit 
either  decline  his  jurifdiction,  or  refufe  to 
acquiefce  in  his  decree,  they  may  appeal  to 
the  court  of  the  grand  emir,  who,  except 
in  actions  of  property  fituated  in  the  Quef- 
rouan,  and  holding  of  the  houfe  of  Gazen, 
pr  belonging  to  inferior  emirs  porTeffing 
an  exclufive  jurifdiction  over  their  own 
eflates,  is  the  ultimate  and  fupreme  judge. 
The  admimftration  of  juftice,  owing  to  the 

weak 
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weak  ft/ate  of  civil  authority,  is  by  no  means 
fevere;  and  hence  the  judge  feldom  at- 
tempts to  execute  a  more  rigorous  fcn- 
tence  than  that  of  quartering  troops  on  the 
delinquent,  or  burning  his  mulberry-plan- 
tations. Apprehending  offenders  is  attended 
with  fuch  danger  and  difficulty,  as  to  ren- 
der the  infliction  of  corporal  punifhmcnt 
extremely  rare.  A  mountaineer  is  never 
feen  without  the  walls  of  his  cottage  un- 
provided with  a  dagger  or  fabre  ;  and  if  he 
means  to  go  to  any  considerable  diilance 
from  home,  he  is  armed  likewife  with  a 
gun  and  piftols.  By  the  maxims  of  their 
confuetudinary  law,  a  man  is  warranted  to 
repel  force  by  force,  and  to  redrefs  his  own 
wrongs  in  the  belt  manner  he  can  ;  and 
therefore  whoever  conceives  himfelf  in- 
fulted  difpatches  his  antagonift-  the  mo- 
ment he  finds  an  opportunity  of  levelling 
his  piece  at  him,  with  as  little  concern  as  he 
would  kill  a  woodcock, 

A  man  who  gives  his  daughter  in  mar- 
riage to  any  but  one  of  his  own  relations 
is  confidered  as  bringing  reproach  on  him- 
felf and  his  tribe  :  and  I  have  been  told  fuch 

as 
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as  have  ventured  to  tranfgrefs  this  rule  of 
family  alliance  have  been  diipatched  by 
the  dagger,  before  the  confummation  of 
the  nuptials.  Families  of  the  fame  blood 
entertain  the  mofr.  clannifli  attachment, 
infomuch  that  whoever  offers  an  injury 
or  affront  to  one,  is  held  to  be  in  a  ftate  _ 
of  hoftility  to  the  whole  tribe.  In  a  cri- 
minal acculation,  befides  the  protection  de- 
rived to  the  offender  from  the  combined 
force  of  his  own  kindred,  if  he  dreads  an 
obftinate  profecut'on  on  the  part  of  the 
family  orTe  ded,  or  at  the  inftance  of  the 
grand  emir,  and  that  all  the  power  of 
his  friends  will  be  unable  to  avail  him, 
he  retires  under  the  protection  of  fome 
cheik  or  inferior  emir,  who,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  infamy  he  would  incur  by  vio- 
lating the  rules  of  hofpitality,  contributes 
his  aid  to  flicker  him  from  the  purfuit  of 
his  enemies. 

Such  emirs  and  cheiks  as  are  not  re- 
lated to  the  reigning  family,  have  no 
right  to  take  into  their  fervice  and  pay 
any   but  the  vaffals  and  retainers  of  their 

own  eftates.      But   whoever  is  defcended 
8  from 
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from  the  family  of  the  grand  emir  is  en- 
titled to  make  his  levies  all  over  the  moun- 
tains ;  a  circumftance  which  tends  greatly 
to  cirumfcribe  the  emir's  authority  as  often 
as  a  difpute  happens  between  him  and  any 
of  his  relations.  Meanwhile  it  is  the  po- 
licy and  confiant  bufinefs  of  the  bafha  to 
create  and  foment  fuch  diffenfions,  no  lefs 
with  a  view  to  weaken  the  authority  of  the 
emir's  government,  than  by  becoming  at  laft 
the  umpire  of  their  quarrels,  he  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  extorting  prefents  from 
both  parties.  The  interferences  which 
occafionally  arife  between  the  emirs  and 
cheiks  are  never  of  equally  ferious  con- 
fequence  as  thofe  of  individual  families. 
The  recruits  which  both  parties  bring 
into  the  field  confift.  of  men  who  have 
no  flronger  motive  than  their  own  caprice, 
or  the  ties  of  acquaintance,  to  prefer  the 
pay  of  one  emir  or  cheik  to  that  of  another. 
As  branches  of  the  fame  family  are  fome- 
times  fcattered  in  feparate  villages,  and 
fubjec~t  to  different  chiefs,  it  frequent- 
ly happens  that  the  father  and  fon  find 
themfelves  oppofed  to  each  other.  The  two 

armies, 
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armies,   however,  thus    compofed,  are  al- 
ways fufficiently  careful   not   to  fhed   the 
blood  of  their  friends,  out  of  compliment 
to  their  leaders.     The  chief  mifchief  to  be 
apprehended  in  fuch  fituations,  is  a  great 
deal  of  clamour,  riot,  and   confufion.     As 
ibon  as  the  two  armies  are  in  prefence   of 
each  other,  the   cheiks   and  heads  of  the 
peafantry  deliver  their  fentiments  upon  the 
matter;  and  as  every  one    thinks  himfelf 
entitled  to  a  fhare  in  the  administration  of 
affairs,  the   troops  in  general  canvafs   the 
grounds  of  the  difpute   in   their  turn.     If 
the  popular  opinion  happens  to  be  in  fa- 
vour of  a  pacification,   it  is  intimated  by 
the  cheiks  to  the  commanders  in  chief,  who 
commonly  find  it  expedient  to  accede  to 
the  terms   dictated  by  their  retainers  ;  but 
fhould  the  terms  of  accommodation  infift- 
ed  upon  by  the   parties  be   fo   widely  dif- 
ferent as  to  preclude  all  hopes  of  accom- 
modation, the  congrefs  breaks  up,  and  after 
committing  fome  devaftation  on   the  ene- 
my's mulberry-plantations,  every  man  re- 
turns to  his  own  houfe,  fatisfied  with  what 
he   has   performed.     The   peafant,   there- 
fore, 
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fore,  befides  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
displaying  his  military  talents,  pockets  the 
annual  pay  of  the  emir  for  his  fervices,  and 
returns  to  his  plough,  the  only  perfon  be- 
nefited by  the  campaign. 

But  if  their  inteftine  quarrels  are  tame 
and  inoffviifive,  the  wars  they  wage  againft 
Grangers  are  proportionally  fanguinary  and 
fierce  $  and  hence  tha1:  terror  with  which 
they  are  regarded  by  all  around  them.  Va- 
rious inftances  render  the  fact  undoubted, 
that  a  mountaineer  undertakes  afïàfîïnation 
at  the  command  of  the  emir,  and  frequently 
defcends  alone,  and  in  cold  blood,  to  execute 
his  purpofe  on  the  devoted  victim,  whether 
in  the  city  or  the  camp.  A  Drufan  fome 
time  ago  ftabbed  the  aga  of  the  cult.oms  at 
Sidon,  in  the  prefence  of  his  clerks,  whilrt 
the  friend  of  the  affafiin,  a  Maronite,  flood 
at  the  gate  of  the  town  with  a  piflol  in  one 
hand  and  a  fabre  in  the  other,  in  order  to 
cover  his  retreat. 

The  money  or  tribute  payable  to  the 
Grand  Signior  is  levied  by  the  emir  from 
the  cheiks,  who  apportion  it  in  their  turn  on 
their  refpective  villages,  and  collect  it  from 

individuals 
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individuals  by  a  fair  afferment.  But  in 
fuch  villages  as  hold  directly  of  the  grand 
emir,  this  tax  is  impofed  by  a  rate  fixed 
in  an  aiiembly  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is 
competent  to  thofe  affemblies  to  deliberate 
and  decide  on  all  bufinefs  of  national  con- 
cern, fuch  as  public  repairs,  and  the  beft 
methods  of  improving  and  cultivating  the 
foil.  The  taxes  are  inconfiderable,  and  im- 
pofed with  ftricl  impartiality,  according  to 
every  man's  property  in  land  or  cattle.  The 
wealth  of  the  people  at  large  conflits  chiefly 
in  goats,  which  occafion  no  expence,  and 
but  little  attention  ;  for  fuch  is  the  ge- 
nial warmth  of  this  climate,  that  at  one  de- 
gree of  elevation  in  thofe  regions,  or  ano- 
ther, they  are  allured  of  fine  pafture  at  all 
feafons  of  the  year, 

One  half  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  land 
of  Souf  are  Chriftians;  a  third  are  Ca- 
tholic Greeks  ;  and  the  reft  Maronites.  The 
fchifmatic  Greeks  are  fo  inconfiderable  in 
number  as  to  be  of  little  confequence.  In 
the  other  diftricls  of  thofe  mountains 
one  half  of  the  people  are  of  the  Maro- 
nitic  feci,  with  very  few  either  fchifmatic 

or 
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or  Catholic    Greeks;  the   other    half  are 
compofed    of   Drufes,     divided    into    two 
claries  :    the   firft   have    no   other  religion 
than  that  of  nature  ;  while  the  fécond,  nam- 
ed Acquelle   or    fpiritual  Drufes,    are   the 
followers   of  a   religion,    the  principles    of 
which  are  altogether  unknown.     The  ho- 
nour of  belonging  to  this  clafs  is  not  to 
be  attained    by    birth,  but    by    a  life    of 
fimplicity,  innocence,   and   religious  peni- 
tence.   Its  votaries  appear  dreffed  in  black, 
or  in  a  garment  ftriped  black  and   white, 
wear  a  white  turban,    but   of    a    modeft 
form,  and  are  not  allowed,   by  the   rules 
of  their  order,  to  carry  arms,  except  when 
all  the   cheiks  take  the  field,  or   in   cafes 
of  the  greatefl  emergency.   Dreading  to  be- 
come acceffaries  to  the  guilt  of  thofe  who 
may  have  acquired  property  by  unjuft  or 
unfair  means,  they  never  eat  with,  nor  will 
receive  a  prefent,    but   from   men  of  the 
mofl  irreproachable  characters.     Much  of 
their  time  is  fpent  in  reading  the  five  books 
of   Mofes,   which    in  Arabic    are    named 
Taura,  and  at  ftated  times  they  afTemble 
to  pray  in  their  oratories  j  but  what  thefe 

oratories 
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oratories  contain   I  neither  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  myfelf,  nor  of  learn- 
ing from  others.      On  the  days  allotted  to 
prayer  and  the  fervices  of  the  oratory,  they 
keep  watch  upon  the  neighbouring  hills  to 
the  diflance  of  half  a  league   all  around. 
Jn  houfes    named  caloué,    lituated   on  the 
tops    of   the    moll    fleep   and    inacceflible 
rocks,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  their  villages, 
the  molt  devout  of  this    order  fhut  them- 
felves  up  for  feveral  weeks  together.  Some, 
I  was  aifured,  admit  to  auricular  confeilion 
penitents,  whofe   lins  urge   them  to    feek 
confolation  in  the  exercife   of  this  Chrif- 
tian  privilege.     The  memory  of  thofe  ac~ 
quelle  who    die,  as  they  exprefs  it,  in  the 
fweet   odours    of  holinefs,  is   held  in   the 
deepen:  veneration,  while  their  bodies  have 
the  honour  to    be    depofited   in  the  little 
oratory.       They  praclife   great   aufterities, 
falling,  prayer,    and    an    entire    abftinence 
from  every  fpecies    of  pleafure  ;  one    ex- 
ample I  had  occafion  to  obferve   in  a  fpi- 
ritual  at  Abey,  who  fubfifted  on  bread  and 
water  alone.     In  this  village   is   the  body 
of  an  ancient  Drufan,  an  object  of  great 

veneration 
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Veneration  over  the  whole  country.  The 
acquelle  enter  our  churches  with  a  modeffc, 
collected,  and  refpectful  deportment,  and 
in  this  particular  fet  an  example  to  all 
Chriftians  -,  though  it  muii  be  allowed  that 
the  Chriftians  of  thofe  parts  have  a  much 
more  devout  behaviour  at  divine  worfhip 
than  is  always  to  be  met  with  in  Europe. 
In  fine,  many  of  the  acquelle  feem  to 
attend  with  fatisfaction  to  the  truths  of  the 
gofpel  ;  but  the  fear  of  ridicule,  and  the 
forfeiture  of  their  goods,  prefent  violent 
difficulties  to  their  converfion.  Hence  the 
reafon  why  the  labours  of  our  Capu- 
chin miffionaries,  who,  by  their  zeal,  the 
purity  of  their  manners,  and  particu- 
larly their  fkill  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, are  highly  refpeëted  in  this  coun- 
try, have  been  of  fo  little  avail.  The  purity 
and  piety  of  their  lives,  however,  procur- 
ing them  accefs  to  the  firfl  families,  fe- 
veral  of  the  emirs'  wives  have  been  con- 
verted to  the  Christian  faith.  The  con- 
verfion of  the  mothers  has  led  to  the  bap- 
tifm  of  fome  of  their  children,  with  the 
confent  of  the  emir  himfelf,  who  from 
Vol.  IL  R  his 
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his  high  rank  is  in  a  condition  to  defpife  the 
cenfure  and  reproach  of  his  neighbours.  I 
have  fome  realbn  to  believe  there  are  emirs 
who  would  have  little  objection  to  be  bap- 
tifed  themfelves,  provided  the  court  of 
Rome,  in  confideration  of  inward  confor- 
mity, would  difpenfe  with  their  obfervance 
of  the  external  rites  of  the  church. 

The  other  clafs  of  Drufes  is  extremely 
rude  and  uninformed;  and  though  fome 
of  them  are  faid  to  worfhip  the  true  God, 
they  may  be  confidered  in  general  as  hav- 
ing no  fixed  religious  opinions  whatever. 
I  am  told  they  fometimes  read  the  Taura, 
or  books  of  Mofes  ;  but  I  can  only  fay,  from 
my  own  obfervation,  that  in  their  perfons 
and  deportment  they  are  much  more  bar- 
barous and  uncultivated  than  either  the 
Chriftians  or  their  more  pious  brethren 
the  acquelle.  Among  thefe  Drufes,  how- 
ever, I  have  known  men  of  very  good 
characters.  They  value  themfelves  highly 
on  their  perfonal  courage  ;  and  I  am  not 
fure  that  my  bad  opinion  of  their  morals 
may  not  proceed  from  prejudice  and  their 
outward  appearance. 

That 
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That  very  extenlive  valley  ftretching  in 
length  from  Sidon  to  the  river  Ibrahim,  in 
breadth  from  the  fea  to  Beca,  and  fituated 
between  the  mountains  of  the  Drufes  and 
thofe  of  Damafcus,  properly  named  Anti- 
Libanus,  is  wholly  under  the  dominion  of 
the  grand  emir.    The  tribes  inhabiting  the 
country  between  Sidon  and  the  river  Tha- 
mour  are  brave,  well  made  in  their  per- 
fons,  and  confiderably  civilized.    From  the 
Thamour  all  the  way  to  the  Quefrouan  the 
character  of  the   people  is  more  rude  and 
ferocious.      The  natives  of  the  Quefrouan 
are  lefs  arrogant,    but  impatient  of  Gran- 
gers, and  addicted  to   revenge.     Laftly,  in 
the  country  above  the  Quefrouan,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Anti- Quefrouan,  the 
manners  of  the  people  are  ftill  more  coarfe 
and  favage  ;  and  thus  I  was  able  to  diftin- 
guifTi   four   different   fhades    of    character 
in  the  natives  of  thofe  mountains.     Ex- 
cept, however,  in  certain  peculiarities,  the 
manners  of  the  country  in  general  are  very 
much  the  fame.     Although  a  fcranger,  I 
lived  m  their  villages  without  the  leaft  ap- 
prehension either  of  robbery  or  arTafïina- 

R  2  tien,; 
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tion  -,  and,  during  the  three  months  I  paf- 
fed  at  Abey,  flept  in  a  garden  near  the 
great  road,  without  wall  or  fence  of  any 
kind,  and  without  meeting  with  the  fmalleft 
dift-urbance. 

I  had  eafy  accefs  to  the  fociety  of  twelve 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood.  Near  that 
of  Roche-maya  I  was  fhewn  the  enormous 
fragment  of  a  mountain,  which,  undermin- 
ed in  procefs  of  time,  had  rolled  down 
into  a  valley  watered  by  the  Thamour.  A 
village  and  feveral  little  hamlets  lay  buried 
under  the  ruins,  and  the  courfe  of  the 
current  was  for  fome  time  completely  in- 
terrupted ;  but  the  river  gradually  warning 
away  the  loofe  and  earthy  parts  of  the 
mafs,  at  length  recovered  its  ufual  channel. 

I  now  quitted  my  abode  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  in  order  to  make  a  fécond 
viiit  to  Mafra-Cafan  de  Bian,  which,  as  I 
had  occafion  to  mention  in  my  firfr.  ex- 
pedition, is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  thé 
highefl  mountain  in  the  Quefrouan;  I 
therefore  proceeded  to  Baruth,  and  after 
vifiting  my  acquaintance  at  Aintoura  and 
Jelton,    foon  joined    my  good  friend  the 

paflor 
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paftor  of  Mafra,  where,  though  in  the 
end  of  June,  I  found  the  houfes  ftill  oc- 
cupied by  the  filk-worm,  which  fupplies 
the  general  and  moll  lucrative  object  of 
induftry  in  thofe  regions. 

I  likewife  vifited  a  village  named  Beca 
Touta,  whofe  cheik  the  preceding  year 
conducted  me  to  view  the  infcription  of 
Elfogra  :  he  was  very  happy  to  fee  me, 
and  under  his  protection  I  went  to  vifit  a 
handfome  female  convent  of  Greek  Catho- 
lics. This  building  was  erected  by  a  rich 
merchant  of  Damafcus,  who  after  fmarting 
long  under  the  yoke  of  Turkifh  fervitude, 
had  retired  to  pafs  the  evening  of  his  life 
in  the  quiet  of  thofe  mountains.  I  faw  alfo, 
in  a  fequeflered  corner  of  the  fame  diftrict, 
the  eftates  of  the  Befconta  emirs,  who  are 
efieemed  men  of  great  power  and  confe- 
rence. 

Having  now  made  a  connderable  fray 
in  this  part  of  Alia,  and  being  inclined 
to  pafs  into  Europe  without  lofs  of  time,  I 
proceded  directly  to  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  a  port 
much  frequented  by  the  trading  fhips  of 
IVJarfeilles. 

R  3  At 
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At  Baruth,  Sidon,  and  ftill  more  at  this 
place,  I  made  acquaintance  with  families 
of  Greek  origin,  whofe  manners  are  by 
no  means  equally  pure  with  thofe  of  the 
Arabs,  and  whofe  minds,  formed  to  all  that 
delicacy,  art,  and  fubtlety  difcoverable  in 
the  refinement  of  their  language,  are  far 
from  being  agreeable  to  my  fentiments. 
In  exchange  for  the  honeft  heart,  manly 
good  fenfe,  and  naïve  vivacity  of  the 
Arab,  though  at  times  a  little  ferocious  in 
his  temper,  I  could  find  nothing  in  them 
but  the  ftudied  levity  of  a  deceitful  and  inte- 
refled  mind.  This  reflection  led  me  to  make 
a  brief  comparifon  of  the  different  races 
of  fimple  men  I  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  in  the  courfe  of  my  travels  ;  and 
having  confidered  them  in  their  manners, 
the  entire  freedom  of  their  fituation,  and 
their  peculiar  vigour  both  of  mind  and 
body,  I  am  obliged  to  hefitate  between 
the  Arab  and  American  favage  :  perhaps, 
however,  the  principles  of  action  in  the 
former  ought  to  throw  the  fcale  in  his 
favour,  in  preference  to  any  other  defcrip- 
tion  of  men  whatever.     The  pleafant  andi 

dexterous 
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dexterous  genius  of  the  BirTayan  Indians, 
the  fuavity  of  manners  inherent  in  the  na- 
tives of  India,  and  that  goodnefs  of  heart 
in  common  to  all  thofe  fimple  people, 
united  to  the  fuperior  excellency  of  their 
climate  and  foil,  give  them  many  advantages 
in  my  mind  over  the  condition  of  Euro- 
peans, whether  confidered  as  to  their  coun- 
try, climate,  or  manners. 


CHAP.     VI. 


A  Voyage  from  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  to  the 
Tort  of  Marfeilles,  touching  at  the  IJland 
cf  Rhodes,  Malta,  Tunis,  and  Sardinia. 

SETTING  fail  for  Marfeilles  in 
the  end  of  June  1771,  we  bore 
away  for  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  ;  and  having 
coafted  it  with  a  weflerly,  and  confequent- 
ly  a  contrary  wind,  prevalent  in  thofe  parts 
during  the  fummer  months,  we  ftretched 
northward  in  order  to  catch  the  breeze 
from  that  quarter,  and  accordingly  found 
it  on  the  coaft  of  Caramania.  It  is  ob- 
servable   that   I   had   experienced   a   well 

R  4  wind 
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wind  ever  fince  my  departure  from  Surat  ; 
a  wind  which  blows  generally,  during  the 
fummer  feafon,  from  the  line  all  the  way 
to  the  ifland  of  Candia  -,  generally  I  fay, 
for  we  muft  except  certain  intervals,  in 
which  the  land  breeze  prevails.  As  foon 
as  we  came  upon  the  coaft  in  the  gulph 
of  Satalia,  we  faw  a  fmall  veffel,  which 
getting  into  our  wake  bore  down  upon  us 
with  full  fail.  Apprehenfive  fhe  might  prove 
one  of  thofe  piratical  cruizers,  which  the 
Ruffian  and  French  armed  fhips  had  dri- 
ven from  the  Archipelago  into  thofe  parts, 
though  we  obferved  only  one  man  on 
board,  who  was  at  the  helm,  we  fired  a 
mot  ;  but  me  periifted  in  her  courfe,  and  it 
was  not  till  we  had  repeated  our  falute 
that  fhe  at  laft  chofe  to   fheer  off. 

As  we  approached  the  fouthern  coafl: 
of  the  ifland  Rhodes,  finding  we  were  in 
want  of  water,  we  touched  at  an  out- 
port  named  Limba  from  an  adjacent  vil- 
lage. About  half  way  from  the  top  of 
a  mountain  in  its  vicinity  franco  the  ruins 
of  two  forts,  which  were  anciently  built 
by    the   knights  of   Rhodes.      We  were 

fupplied 
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fupplied  with  water  and  frefh  provifions 
from  the  Grecian  villages  ,  but  I  could 
not  help  conftantly  comparing  the  refined 
Greek  with  the  hardy  Arabian  -,  the  Greek's 
cruel  fervitude  under  the  Turk,  with  that 
high-fpirited  freedom  and  independence 
which  cleave  to  the  ruflic  but  manly  life 
of  the  x^rab  ,  the  polifhed  addrefs,  nice  food, 
fmart  apparel,  and  neat  apartments  of  the 
former,  with  the  coarfe  and  rude  ftate  of  all 
thofe  articles  that  fall  to  the  iliare  of  the 
latter;  and  was  upon  the  whole  confirmed, 
that  in  all  focieties  of  men  extreme  civili- 
zation and  refinement  are  certain  prefages 
of  approaching  decline.  I  obferved  with 
fincere  concern  how  widely  thofe  two 
races  of  men  diifer  from  each  other  in  their 
notions  of  happinefs,  the  object  of  their 
joint  purfuit.  The  Greek  is  gay,  but 
felfifh  y  poor,  and  yet  delicate  in  every 
thing  that  relates  to  the  gratification  of 
his  appetites.  The  Arab  is  lively  and  ge- 
nerous, equally  poor  with  the  Greek; 
but  has  few  wants  that  can  occafion 
him  a  moment's  pain  or  inquietude.  What 
an.  extreme  difference  between   thofe   two 

people  ! 
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people  !  and  how  ill  constituted  the  one  to 
attain  real  happinefs,  compared  with  the 
other  !  The  moft  miferable  of  the  two, 
however,  panes  his  days  amidft  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  indulgent  fky;  whilfl  the 
other  roams  the  naked  face  of  a  defert, 
which  in  many  refpe&s  is  unpropitious  to 
the  contented  enjoyment  of  life. 

Perceiving  fymptoms  of  fufpicion  in  the 
Turks  that  we  had  come  hither  in  order  to 
procure  provirions  for  the  Ruffian  mips, 
we  made  hafte  to  get  again  under  weigh  ; 
and,  indeed,  we  had  no  fooner  got  clear 
of  the  bay,  than  we  obferved  a  venel  near 
the  more,  ilealing  towards  us  with  little 
fail.  She  prefently  difcovered  by  our  mo- 
tions that  me  had  not  efcaped  our  obfer- 
vation,  and  therefore,  fetting  all  her  can- 
vafs,  inftantly  gave  us  chace.  As  we  would 
not  betray  our  apprehenfions  of  danger,  we 
hoifled  our  flag  and  pendant  ;  but  the  ene- 
my, which  proved  to  be  a  chebec  with 
Turkifh  colours,  probably  miftaking  us  for 
a  fhip  of  war,  when  fhe  came  a  little 
nearer  fuddenly  bore  away,  a  circum- 
flance  which  gave  us  no  fmall  fatisfaclion  : 

for, 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  25I 

for,  had  we  been  vifited,  as  a  part  of  our 
cargo  coniifted  of  rice,  contrary  to  an  or- 
dinance of  the  Porte,  we  mufl  have  been 
carried  back  to  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  where 
it  is  difficult  to  fay  how  long  we  might 
have  been  detained. 

I  was  extremely  forry  to  obferve  the  very 
little  regard  entertained  by  the  Turks  for 
Europeans  in  general,  and  particularly  for 
the  French.  The  confederation  of  what 
might  have  been  the  iffue  of  our  being 
attacked  and  captured  by  this  chebec  na- 
turally led  me  to  thefe  reflections  ;  and  I 
began  to  bring  under  review  what  I  had 
learned  from  others,  as  well  as  what  I  had 
obferved  myfelf,  refpecting  our  commerce 
and  factories  in  Syria,  and  other  parts  of 
the  Levant;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  be- 
fides  the  difference  of  religion  and  manners 
fubfifting  between  us  and  the  Aiiatics, 
which  neceffarily  gives  occafion  to  a  mu- 
tual estrangement,  the  conduct  of  the 
French  in  thofe  countries  contributes  ftill 
more  to  annihilate  our  confequence  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  Turks. 

I  obferved  that  our  merchants  in  the 
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fea-ports  of  the  Levant  are  often  obliged 
to  precipitate  their  commercial  tranfactions 
in  order  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  their 
European  correfpondents  ; — that  they  con- 
duct themfelves  with  little  method  or  flea- 
dinefs  in  their  engagements  with  the  na- 
tives, whofe  uniform  accuracy  in  bufinefs 
forms  a  ftriking  contrail  with  the  giddi- 
nefs  and  levity  of  the  European  merchant  ; 
— that  the  Turkim  governors,  from  an  ex- 
treme intimacy  which  fubfifts  between 
them  and  the  merchants,  are  too  much 
acquainted  with  their  commercial  as  well 
as  private  affairs,  and  hence  have  it  in 
their  power  to  thwart  fuch  fchemes  and 
fpeculations  of  the  conful  and  company 
as  may  not  coincide  with  their  own  views; 
—that  certain  favoured  houfes,  named  bara- 
taires,  make  themfelves  fubfervient  to  the 
finifter  policy  of  the  baiha  refpecting  mo- 
nopolies, practices  to  which  he  rinds  him- 
felf  invited  by  the  meannefs  and  fervility 
of  the  merchants,  while  he  is  thereby  em- 
boldened to  refufe  their  reafonable  requefts 
as  often  as  he  may  find  it  expedient.  I 
will  not  fay  it  mult  be  always  improper 
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in  the  merchant  to  make  prefents  to  the 
governor,  or  even  to  affift  him  with  mo- 
ney in  cafes  of  great  emergency;  but  I 
maintain,  that  the  merchant  ought  to  pof- 
fefs  fuch  a  degree  of  fpirit  and  indepen- 
dence as  might  enable  him  to  refill  thofe 
loans,  which  are  equivalent  to  extortion, 
and  have  no  other  object  than  the  gratifi- 
cation of  official  avarice.  Good  offices, 
feafonably  and  frankly  bellowed,  are  no  lefs 
formed  to  engage  the  gratitude  and  efteem 
of  a  high-minded  people  like  the  Turks, 
than  fervices,  originating  in  fear,  and 
performed  in  a  fneaking  and  defpicable 
manner,  are  fitted  to  excite  their  con- 
tempt. 

The  French  have  a  certain  number  of 
fhips  conftantly  employed  in  the  Levant, 
as  carriers  for  the  Turkifh  merchants. 
Now  I  am  extremely  doubtful  whether 
the  profits  returned  by  this  branch  of 
traffic  into  the  national  coffers  can  be 
faid  to  be  an  equivalent  for  the  defertion 
of  our  feamen,  the  corruption  of  their 
manners,  and  that  lofs  of  reputation  which, 
by  becoming  the  hirelings  of  Grangers,  we 
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fuflain  as  a  kingdom,  in  the  eftimation 
of  the  Turks  themfelves.  Whatever  might 
be  the  fentiments  of  a  Dutchman  or  Ru- 
gufan  upon  a  point  in  which  intereft  and 
honour  are  fo  much  involved,  I  am  confi- 
dent no  Englifhman  or  Spaniard  would  be 
inclined  to  follow  our  example. 

The  European  conful  in  the  Levant  fel- 
dom  tranfa&s  bufinefs  with  the  governor 
but  by  the  mouth  of  his  dragoman,  who 
has  often  little  acquaintance  with  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  and  is  always  bafely 
fubfervient  to  the  will  of  the  bafha  and  his 
fubordinate  officers.  Hence  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  conful  have  little  weight  ;  and 
unlefs  methods  more  perfuaiive  than  the 
mediation  of  the  dragoman  can  be  devifed, 
have  little  chance  of  being  complied  with. 
If  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy  and  impor- 
tance comes  to  be  negociated  through  the 
naedium  of  the  dragoman,  an  arrogant  ba- 
fha, forgetting  the  refpect  due  to  a  great 
nation,  is  apt  to  treat  the  French,  in  the 
perfon  of  fo  humble  a  reprefentative,  with 
infolence  and  indignity;  whereas  a  man 
inverted  with  the  commiffion,  and  a  cer- 
tain 
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tain  part  of  the  fovereign's  delegated  au- 
thority, is  a  character  of  a  more  impoung 
nature,  and  would  accordingly  obtain  much 
more  confideration. 

We  continued  our  voyage  by  the  canal 
of  Candia;  and  afterwards,  directing  our 
courfe  for  the  coafl  of  Maltaj  on  the  15th 
of  October  we  came  to  anchor  at  that 
ifland.  Here  I  met  with  feveral  French 
frigates,  on  board  of  which  were  fome  of 
my  old  companions,  whofe  friendfhip  for 
me  was  not  impaired  by  my  long  ab- 
sence. 

We  again  put  to  fea,  and  after  a  navi- 
gation of  fix  days  the  fhip's  owner  having 
buiinefs  at  Tunis,  we  flood  for  that  port, 
where  I  was  kindly  received  by  the  French 
conful.     By  his  means  I  became  acquaint- 
ed with  feveral  Mahometans,  whofe   dif- 
pofitions    feemed  more    analogous    to  the 
amiable  qualities  of  the  Bedouin  Arabs  of 
BarTora   and  Mafcate,    than   to  the  harm 
and  imperious  manners  of  the  Syrian  Muf- 
fulmen.      We  got  again   under  fail;   but 
being  much   retafjded  by  contrary  winds, 
it  was  not  till  the  27th  of  November  that 
•f  we 


256   TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

we  reached  the  coaft  of  Sardinia,  where  we 
put  in,  and  remained  two  days  in  the  gulpli 
of  Palma.  In  this  place,  fo  near  to  my 
native  country,  I  difcerned  with  fincere 
pleafure  fome  remains  of  man's  natural 
Iimplicity,  which  revived  all  my  regret 
for  the  honefl  and  undep raved  manners  of 
our  anceftors. 

The  nrfl  perfon  that  ftruck  my  notice 
on  more,  was  a  man  with  a  long  beard, 
brawny  and  vigorous,  who  in  thick  and 
fubftantial  clothing  attended  a  large  herd 
of  cattle,  as  they  grazed  a  piece  of  marfhy 
ground  on  the  borders  of  the  road.  He 
was  mounted  on  a  beautiful  horfe,  with  a 
gun  flung  acrofs  his  moulders.  His  dwel- 
ling was  among  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains, where,  a  ftranger  to  refined  and  de- 
generate, manners,  he  adheres  to  the  an- 
cient and  fimple  ufages  of  his  fathers  ;  and 
where  his  own  courage  and  independence 
of  mind  have  hitherto  in  fome  meafure  fet 
the  arms  of  the  conqueror  at  defiance. 
The  neatnefs  and  Iimplicity  of  his  drefs, 
the  firm  and  manly  exprerlion  of  his  eye, 
and  the  excellent  condition  of  his  Mocks, 
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as  well  as  the  dexterity  he  difplayed  in  the 
management  of  his  horfe  and  gun,  were 
in  my  mind  lb  many  powerful  arguments 
for  his  continuing  to  defpife  the  c  ificial 
education  of  the  citizen,  and  to  cherifh  the 
ruftic  and  fimple  manners  of  his  native 
hills. 

Having  again  put  to  fea,  we  left  the  coaft 
of  Sardinia  to  the  weft  ;  pa  fled  at  ibme 
diftance  from  the  illand  of  Coriica  ;  and 
after  a  pafTage  of  feven  days,  entering  the 
gulph  of  Marfeilles,  we  landed  on  the  iile 
Pomeques,  a  place  deftined  for  the  quaran- 
tine of  all  fuch  veilel?  as  arrive  from  the 
ports  of  the  Levant.  Next  day,  being  the 
5th  of  December  1771,  I  entered  the  in- 
firmary of  Marfeilles,  in  order  to  perform 
quarantine  -, — and  gave  thanks  to  God,  for 
having  conducted  me  in  fafety  to  the  end 
of  my  travels. 
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Tfie  following    BOOKS    are  printed  for 
J.  Murray,  N°  32,  Fleet  Street, 

I.  This  day  is  publifhed,  illuftrated  with  a  map  of 
the  antient  world,  very  handibmtly  engraved,  a  View  of 
Antient  Hiftory  ;  including  the  progrefs  of  literature 
and  the  fine  arts  ;  by  William  Rutherford,  D.  D.  Matter 
of  the  Academy  at  Uxbridge.  2  vols.  8vo,  14  s.  in 
boards.  Thefe  two  volumes  contain  a  view  of  antient 
hiftory,  from  the  earlieif.  ages  to  the  rife  of  the  Mace- 
donian empire. 

N.  B.  In  compofing  a  work  originally  intended  for 
the  inff  ruction  of  youth,  the  author  has  ftudied  to  felect 
his  materials  from  the  moil  authentic  fources  ;  to  fepa- 
rate  the  region  of  fable  from  that  of  hiftory  ;  and  to 
fuggeft  fuch  views  of  human  affairs  as  ferve  not  only 
to  enlighten  the  mind,  but  to  form  the  heart  to  virtue, 
and  infpire  principles  of  true  religion. 

2.  A  New  Geographical,  Commercial,  and  Hiftorical 
Grammar,  and  prefent  State  of  the  feveral  Empires  and 
Kingdoms  of  the  World  :  to  which  ara  added,  1.  a  geo- 
graphical index,  with  the  names  of  places  alphabetically 
arranged  ;  2.  a  table  of  the  coins  of  all  the  different  na- 
tions, with  their  value  in  fterling  money  ;  3.  a  chrono- 
logical table  of  remarkable  events,  from  the  earlieft  ac- 
counts to  the  prefent  time.  In  2  large  vols.  8vo.  12  s. 
bound,  or  10  s.  6  d.  in  boards  ;  containing  above  1200 
pages  of  letter-prefs,  and  36  maps,  forming  a  complete 
Ada?,  elegantly  engraved,  more  accurate,  and  exhibiting 
more  fully  the  new  difcoveries,  than  thofe  to  be  met  with 
in  any  former  publication. 

3.  The  fécond  edition,  greatly  enlarged  and  correft- 
cd,  Mary  Queen>of  Scots  vindicated,  by  John  Whi- 
taxer,  B.  D.  and  Rector  of  Ruan-Lanyhorne,  Cornwall. 
In  3  very  large  vols.  8vo.   1 1.  is.  in  boards. 

Alfo,  The  Additions  and  Corrections  made  in  the 
fecond  edition  of  the  above  work,  by  Mr.  Whitaker,  in 
cr.e  fcparate  volume,  large  8vo.  7  s.  in  boards. 

*  jl.  The 


Boohs  printed  for  jf.  Murray. 

4.  The  Hiftory  of  Manchefter,  with  plates,  2  vols. 
4to.  by  the  fame  author,  1  ].  16  s.  boards. — Thcfe 
volumes  contain  the  Roman,  the  Roman-Britifh,  and 
the  Saxon  periods  of  our  hiftory. 

5.  Letters  chiefly  from  India,  containing  an  account 
cf  the  military  traniaéticns  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar  dur- 
ing the  late  war  ;  together  with  a  fhort  dcfcription  of 
the  religion,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Indoftan  ;  by  John  le  Couteur,  Efq;  captain  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  hundredth  regiment  of  foot.  Tranflated  from  the 
French.     8vo.  6  s.  in  boards. 

The  fame  book,  in  French,  4  s.  fewecL 

6.  Orations  of  Lyfias  and  Ifocrates,  translated  from 
the  Greek,  with  fome  account  of  their  lives,  and  a  dif- 
eourfe  on  the  hiftory,  manners,  and  character  of  the 
Greeks,  from  the  conclufion  of  the  Pcloponnefian  war 
to  the  battle  of  Chseronea.  By  John  Gillies,  LL.  D. 
4to.  1 1.  is.  in  boards. 

7.  Stuart's  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  of  Religion  in 
Scotland,  4to.  jos.  6d.  in  boards. 

8.  A  View  of  Society  in  Europe,  in  its  Progredlon 
from  Rudenefs  to  Refinement;  or,  enquiries  concerning 
the  hiftory  of  law,  government,  and  manners,  4to.  15  s. 
in  boards.      By  the  fame  author. 

9.  An  Hiftorical  DiiTertation  concerning  the  Anti- 
quity of  the  Englilh  Conltitution.  8vo.  fecond  édition, 
5  s.  bound.     By  the  fame. 

10.  Annals  of  Scotland,  from  the  Acceilion  of  Ro- 
bert I.  furnamed  Bruce,  to  the  Acceilion  of  the  Hotife 
of  Stewart.  By  Sir  David  Dairy  m  pie,  Bart,  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Seliiou  in  Scotland.  2  vols.  410. 
il.  7  s.  6  d.  in  boards. 

11.  An  Hiftorical  View  of  the  Englifh  Govern- 
ment, from  the  Settlement  of  the  Saxons  in  Britain  to 
the  Acceflion  of  the  Houle  of  Stewart.  By  John  Mil- 
lar, Efq;     4to.  18  s.  in  boards. 

12  Millar's  Origin  of  the  Diftinction  of  Ranks  ;  or, 
an  enquiry  into  the  circumftanocs  which  gave  rife  to 
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influence  and  authority  in  the  different  members  of  fo- 
ciety.     8vo.  6  s. 

13.  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Britifh  Admirals,  with 
maps  and  cuts,  brought  down  to  "1779.  4  vols,  large 
Svo.  1 1.  8  s.  bound. 

14.  Dr.  Macfarlan's  Traces  on  Subjects  of  National 
Importance:  1.  on  the  advantages  of  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  great  towns,  to  the  population  or  pro- 
fperity  of  a  country  ;  2.  difficulties  ftated  to  a  propofed 
afleffment  of  the  land  tax,  and  another  fubjectof  taxation 
propofed  not  liable  to  the  fame  objection.    8vo.  is.  6d. 

15.  Lord  Lyttelton's  Dialogues  of  the  Dead.  8vo, 
5  s- 

16.  Captain  Inglefield's  Narrative,  concerning  the 
lofs  of  his  Majefty's  fnip  the  Centaur,  of  74  guns,  and 
the  miraculous  prefervation  of  the  pinnace,  with  the 
captain,  mailer,  and  ten  of  the  crew,  in  a  travcrfe  of 
near  3CO  leagues  on  the  great  weftern  ocean,  with  the 
names  of  the  people  laved,  and  of  the  officers  left  in  the 
fnip,  and  fuppofed  to  have  perifhed.  Alfo,  to  this  edi- 
tion is  annexed  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on 
Captain  higlefield,  for  the  lofs  of  the  faid  fhip*   8vo,  t  s. 
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